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EOULOGY

(Hadrat Sheikh al-Islam Maluna Taqi Usmani)

My brother, for the sake of Allah &, Maulana Dr. Shabbir
Ahmed is a scholar who served Islamic teachings firstly in
Pakistan and has been doing so in Australia for a long time.
This publication of his ‘100 ways to enter Jannah’ entails all
those deeds derived from the Qur’an and Hadith that leads a
person to Jannah. This includes, Aga‘id (beliefs), ‘Ibadat (acts
of worship), Mu‘amalat (dealings in Islam), Mu‘asharat
(society in Islam) and (Akhlaq) Islamic ethics and morals.
Every deed has been explained in light of the Qur’an and
Hadith alongside their translation. He has also explained how
these good deeds can be practically implemented in our lives.

I hope that this book is beneficial for all Muslims.

May Allah 3£ reward the author for his efforts and make this
book beneficial for all Muslims. Ameen.

Darul-Uloom Karachi, No: 14

Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani
7 — Muharram - 1442

\
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About the Author

Maulana Dr. Shabbir Ahmed is amongst those people who
needs to no introduction. His introduction is in the serving of
Deen and he has dedicated his life to the service of Islam.

He was born on the 6" of October 1961 and memorised a holy
Qur’an at a very young age. He studied Islamic studies for 16
years and graduated from Wafaq ul Madaris Al-Arabia,
Pakistan in 1985 and obtained an MA in Islamic studies and
Arabic.

He further specialised in the field of ‘7/m al-Hadith (science of
Hadith) and obtained a higher degree in this field. He
completed his research on Abu Yusuf’s Kitab al-Kharaj under
the supervision of Professor Ahmad Igbal in the University of
Sindh and obtained a PhD in this field. He has also completed
numerous courses in Arabic, Urdu, English and technology.

Teaching and preaching services:

Dr. Shabbir began his career in 1985. He worked for an Urdu
newspaper company in Jeddah (Saudi Arabia).

He then taught at various religious institutions.

For a lengthy period of time, he was the /mam at the Pakistan
Army Embarkation Headquarters Masjid in Karachi.

In 1992, he moved to Australia with his family and was invited
to be the /mam of a Jaami‘ Masjid in Sydney. Instead of being
engaged in secular education, he spends his days and nights in
serving Islam and with the blessings of Allah .

Publications and Religious services:

Prior to moving to Australia, Dr. Shabbir had a special interest
in writing, and this trend continues today.

1) Qur’anic dars (teachings) which he has been delivering over
the past 29 years and he has covered the entire Qur’an during
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this period. The first volume of this study has been completed
and will be published soon.

2) He has completed his research on Abu Yusuf’s Kitab al-
Kharaj.

3) A book on the issue of moonsighting has been published in
Urdu and English.

4) He has also written a book on Manasik Hajj and Umrah for
the benefit of those who wish to perform Hajj from Australia.

5) Dr. Shabbir is also the author of ‘Tarikh Hajj wa Haramain
ma’a Tarigah Hajj wa Umrah’ in which he discusses in detail
the history of Hajj as well as the complete procedure of Hajj.

6) The prohibited and disliked acts in Islam (Urdu).
7) The virtues of the night of Baraa’ah.

8) Machine-slaughtering in light of the Shari’ah.

9) Establishing judiciaries in non-Islamic countries.
Other positions held:

1) Marriage celebrant

2) Marriage counsellor

3) Ex-member of the Australian health ethics committee.

4) President of the Moonsighting Australia committee which
consists of over 100 /mams from various countries.

5) Member of Australian national Imams council.

6) Member of Mufti council.

7) Ex-member of Regional council of University of NSW.

8) A Shari’ah advisor of MCCA (Islamic finance).

9) Member of Majlisul Ulamaa Australia.
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10) President of Qubaa Association of Western Sydney which
was established in 2016.

Dr. Shabbir had long wanted an Islamic institution to be
established in Sydney. I often suggested that you create your
own institution where the work of Islam should be done in
your own way. Alhamdulillah, by the grace of Allah &5, this
institution was established and the following services are
currently offered for the benefit of the community:

» Teachings of the Qur’an (Dars-e-Qur’an)

»Memorization of the Qur’an (for boys and girls)

» A comprehensive 6-year Aalim course for men and
women.

» A short 2-year Aalim course.

» Marriage counselling.

» Dar al-Iftaa.

» Islamic seminars on various topics.

It is a great honour for Pakistan and religious institutes in
Pakistan that the Australian government seeks his services in
religious matters and affairs. Many people have accepted
Islam at his hands.

Professor Dr. Salahuddin Thani

Principal: Pakistan Shipowners Government College, North
Nazimabad, Karachi.

President: College principals welfare association, Sindh,
Pakistan.)
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PREFACE
Prior to this, I wrote a book on the prohibited and disliked acts in
Islam which entailed those acts that would take people to Jahannam
(fire of hell). Some friends suggested that there should also be a book
which includes deeds that would take a person to Jannah (paradise).

This prompted me to compile a list of those righteous deeds that will
take people to Jannah in the form of a book.

The reality is that Allah &5 created Jannah and Jahannam long
before the creation of the universe. Whoever enters Jannah,
undoubtedly enters by the grace of Allah & and whoever is sent to
Jahannam, is because of his own doings. A person who does
righteous deeds, does so by the grace of Allah & and a person who
transgresses, is due to his own doing.

It would be wise to mention some details of Jannah and Jahannam
S0 we can try our best to ensure we refrain from those wicked deeds
that will drive us to Jahannam and we focus on doing those righteous
deeds that will enter us to Jannah.

Jahannam:>~&

There are numerous different names of Jahannam mentioned in the

Holy Qur’an which include:

1) Al-Haawiyah (i;s\%) i . 5 . )
dpels 36 ke b A3 g dgels A5l Ayige s Gs Gl

“But as for one whose scales are light; His refuge will be an abyss.

And what can make you know what that is? It is a Fire, intensely
hot”. !

Haawiyah is the first level of Jahannam which is a pit in which those
people whose bad deeds outweigh their good deeds.

! Surah al-Qaari‘ah: 8-11
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2) Al-Sa‘eer (j»)

et ol 3 86 gk 5 it & 315065
“And they will say, if only we had been listening or reasoning, we
would not be among the companions of the Blaze.” '

Sa‘eer is the second level of Jahannam. This gate of Hell is called
Sa’eer because it is constantly kindling, rather it has never ceased to
kindle from the moment it was created.

3)  Al-Jaheem (v>)

e Sl st 1ol 15365 15,8 g

“But those who disbelieved and denied Our signs — they are the
» 2

companions of Hellfire”.

Jaheem is the third level of Jahannam. 1t is called Jaheem because
of its blazing fire.

4) Saqar (4iv)
R Geh 19995 agp gy (o S G g a9

“The Day they are dragged into the Fire on their faces [it will be
said], Taste the touch of Sagar”. >

Sagqar is the fourth level of Jahannam. 1t is a valley in Jahannam
which is extremely hot and is reserved for those who used to be
arrogant in this world.

5) Al-Hutamah (i)

BB A b At i 81yl by a8 Sded S

“No! He will surely be thrown into the Crusher. And what can make
you know what is the Crusher? It is the fire of Allah, [eternally]
fueled”. *

! Surah al-Mulk: 10

2 Surah al-Maa’idah: 86
3 Surah al-Qamar: 48

4 Surah al-Humazah: 4-6
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Hutamah is the fifth level of Jahannam. 1t refers to the fire that
reaches the hearts by eating the flesh of the body and burning the
bones i.e. it will burn a person externally and internally.

6) Ladzaa () )

3555 55l o g6 Loyl Ko () )5S
“No! Indeed, it is the Flame [of Hell], A remover of exteriors (this
refers to the skin of the head or of the body or to the body extremities
— which will be burned away.) It invites he who turned his back [on
truth] and went away [from obedience] .

Ladzaa is the sixth level of Jahannam.

7) Jahannam (w¢>)

W 15 3 S Gl pst d Gy
“Indeed, Allah will gather the hypocrites and disbelievers in Hell all
together”. ?

Jahannam is the seventh level of hell.

There are many other names mentioned in the Qur’an that refer
to Jahannam:

Al-Naar (W) — Al-Samoom (psed) — Bi’s al-Maseer (ol ) — Bi’s
al-Qaraar ()& &) — Bi’s al-Mihaad (3\&\ &) — Bi’s al-Wird al-
Mawrood (s48M 38 &) — Al-Haafirah (334) — Dar al-Fasigeen ( s
i) — Soo " al-Dar (4 ssw)

Some scholars have listed the levels of Jahannam in the following
way:

1) Jahannam 2) Ladhaa 3) Al-Hutamah 4) Al-Sa’eer 5) Al-Saqgar
6) Al-Jaheem T) Al-Haawiyah

Some scholars have also stated that the first level of Jahannam will
include the sinners, the second level will be for the Yahood (Jews),
the third level for the Nasara (Christians), the fourth level for the

! Surah al-Ma’arij: 15-17
2 Surah al-Nisaa’: 140
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Saabi’een (Sabeans), the fifth level for the Majoos (Magians), the
sixth level for the Polytheists and the seventh for the hypocrites.

The heat of the fire of hell:
The Prophet #£ said:

e 0 o b e 0 e (S50 1 JB EE A Jgony Of o558 ol e
Abu Hurairah # narrated that Allah's Messenger # said: Your
(ordinary) fire is one of 70 parts of the (Hell) Fire. !

If we can’t bare to stand the heat of the fire of this world, imagine
what the fire of hell would be like? We seek protection from Allah
d&. The punishment of Jahannam is a torment that will not be
alleviated, as Allah 35 says:

Oyad ok N3 D 14 Ui 56

“So their punishment will not be reduced, nor will they be helped”. °

The people who will enter Jahannam:
There will be two types of people who will enter Jahannam:
1) Eternal

The disbelievers and polytheists will enter Jahannam eternally and
will never be saved from its punishment.
Allah 35 states in Surah al-Nisaa’:

3L a) Gl Bys o Saags 4 545 0f Y dn )

“Indeed, Allah does not forgive associating others with Him, but

forgives anything else of whoever He wills”. 3

There are numerous verses in the Qur’an illustrating that such people
will enter the fire of hell eternally.

O g b 1 Cotoeasl gl g 135Sty LT 198 2l (1

! Sahih Bukhari: 1/577
2 Surah al-Bagarah: 86
3 Surah al-Nisaa’: 48
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“But those who receive Our revelations with denial and arrogance
will be the residents of the Fire. They will be there forever”. !

Byl $Ggr Qe § Gt By (2

“Indeed, the criminals (disbelievers) will be in the punishment of
» 2

Hell, abiding eternally ™.
Gt 9 g s G iy 3805 0 B ol g 58 A 1005 19,88 ol By (3

D9kl b Y5 MR 4
“Indeed, those who disbelieve and die while they are disbelievers —
upon them will be the curse of Allah and of the angels and the people,

all together. Abiding eternally therein. The punishment will not be
lightened for them, nor will they be reprieved”.

el (o I3 g U s 50 4 5B W A 208 1 T 10aleg 1T (4

“Do they not know that whoever opposes Allah and His Messenger
— that for him is the fire of Hell, wherein he will abide eternally?

That is the great disgrace”. *

35 ehlest los Sl Y gkl (B Gptals &1 Srld 15 4n) 0 (5,20 B (5
.‘:.S}A!\} é)w\

“It is not for the polytheists to maintain the mosques of Allah
[while] witnessing against themselves with disbelief. [For] those,
their deeds have become worthless, and in the fire they will abide
eternally”.’
2) Non eternal
The second type of people that will enter Jahannam will enter it for
a certain period of time. They will be Muslims who attested to the
oneness of Allah &, however, they disobeyed His commands so
they will be punished in the fire of hell and once they are purified,
they will be entered to Jannah.

! Surah al-A’raaf: 36

2 Surah al-Zukhruf: 74

3 Surah al-Bagarah: 161-162
4 Surah al-Tawbah: 63

5 Surah al-Tawbah: 17
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There are many sins that we consider trivial, but their punishment is
Jahannam albeit not eternally. May Allah 35 protect us all and
enable us the ability to refrain from all those acts that may take us
towards the punishment of Jahannam.

Below is a list of some actions that will take a person to
Jahannam other than disbelief and polytheism.

1) Leaving Salaah
2) Not paying Zakaah once it becomes obligatory

3) Not performing Hajj once it becomes obligatory upon a person

4) Not fasting during the month of Ramadan without a legitimate
reason

5) Jealousy

6) Backbiting

7) Tale bearing

8) Lying

9) Taking false oaths

10) Cheating

11) Injustice

12) Arrogance

13) Giving a false testimony

14) To deceive someone

15) Severing the ties of kinship
16) Fleeing from battle out of fear
17) Breaching the boundaries of Allah 35
18) Drinking alcohol

19) Committing adultery

20) Homosexuality

21) Insincerity in performing good deeds (i.e. showing off to others)

16
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22) Disobeying Allah & and His Messenger #
23) Mocking the Qur’anic verses of Allah &
24) Denying the truth
25) Concealing the truth
26) Practicing sorcery
27) Disobeying the parents
28) Killing someone unjustly
29) Consuming the wealth of an orphan illegally
30) Consuming interest
31) Accusing a chaste woman (of committing adultery)
32) Being unjust when distributing inheritance
33) Usurping someone’s land by force
34) Listening to music
35) Letting one’s pants drop below the ankles (for men)

36) Not being careful whilst urinating

There are numerous other sins which drive a person towards hell. If
we understand the reality of Jahannam, we would laugh less and cry
more in fear of its severe punishment.

Allah 35 says:

O 5emeS 1SS Bl S 1505 Sl 1555euailh Ogiiy 198" . 5 AST s 0 J6

“Say: The fire of Jahannam is much more intense in heat, only if they
could understand. So let them laugh a little and [then] weep much

as recompense for what they used to earn”. !

The Prophet # has stated:

.o)&l\g L ooy cab.g_ﬂb JW e JB 22 Lﬁ‘.j‘ of & 5y n L}tu‘
Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet # said: The (Hell) Fire is

! Surah al-Tawbah: 81-82
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surrounded by all kinds of desires and passions, while Paradise is
surrounded by all kinds of difficulties. !

Below are a few Qur’anic verses and Ahadith that describe the
punishment of the fire of hell:

Qur’an:
$50015 olah 8 s &y e o) s B n Ead b o D B el 19,8708 (1
i B 153953 g Vpuksl B o Wi 19 OF 1331y Lol s e i B

“But those who disbelieved will have cut out for them garments of

fire. Poured upon their heads will be scalding water by which is
melted that within their bellies and [their] skins. And for [striking]
them are maces of iron. Every time they want to get out of it [i.e.
Hellfire] from anguish, they will be returned to it, and [it will be
said]: Taste the punishment of the Burning Fire!”*

AlAg i cile W) (2

“Indeed, it is evil as a settlement and residence”. >

MR 1585 U 135 A (hDsl sl WIS 0 webesd g Ll 15,8 5l Oy (3

“Indeed, those who disbelieve in Our verses — We will drive them
into a fire. Every time their skins are roasted through, We will

replace them with other skins so they may taste the punishment”. *

o 1y U skl 595 el ‘:J,Soju\ g J.@L\Sv.d\ éLJo @}éjj\ S 3; 4

“Indeed, the tree of zagqum is food for the sinful. Like murky oil, it
boils within bellies like the boiling of scalding water. [It will be
commanded|]: Seize him and drag him into the midst of the Hellfire,
then pour over his head from the torment of scalding water.” >

obslael adadd oA fle 15y W1 3 U 34 o0 (5
!'Sahih Bukhari: 1/487 el g 505 81 G i 52 s
2 Surah al-Hajj: 19-22

3 Surah al-Furqaan: 66

4 Surah al-Nisaa’: 56

5 Surah al-Dukhaan: 43-48
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“Like those who abide eternally in the Fire and are given to drink
scalding water that will sever their intestines”. '

T e 03 i Oghshs Dynd 5 IS 1 4 o (6

“This is Hell, which the criminals deny. They will circulate between

it and scalding water, heated [to the utmost degree] . °

55 250 Y ped e B9 ) 09 Jled) Solonasl s JLedt Dol (7

“And the companions of the left — what are the companions of the
left? [They will be] in scorching fire and scalding water. And a
shade of black smoke, Neither cool nor beneficial .

o &9 U5 515l o g8 (sl B o B)LYE (8
“No! Indeed, it is the Flame [of Hell], a remover of exteriors. It

invites he who turned his back [on truth] and went away [from
obedience] and collected [wealth] and hoarded”. ?

b Rl I ) b g b ol g s Sl € 0 b Db ey sl o Ul (9
Bl Sgmeis by koo 3 F 55l ot F 5545 55 el 38 Ms 5 e 38 s
B Y5 e LA Al A ek St b (e 0B Y5 il i (et ¥ ST 5L

Osb ) ST Y e e )

“But as for he who is given his record in his left hand, he will say:
Oh, I wish I had not been given my record and had not known what
is my account. I wish it [i.e., my death] had been the decisive one.
My wealth has not availed me. Gone from me is my authority. [ Allah
& will say], Seize him and shackle him. Then into Hellfire drive him.
Then into a chain whose length is seventy cubits insert him. Indeed,
he did not used to believe in Alldah, the Greatest, nor did he
encourage the feeding of the poor. So there is not for him here this
Day any devoted friend Nor any food except from the discharge of

wounds,; None will eat it except the sinners”. °

! Surah Muhammad: 15

2 Surah al-Rahman: 43-44
3 Surah al-Wagqi’ah: 41-44
4 Surah al-Ma’arij: 15-18
5 Surah al-Haaqqah: 25-37
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.;3,.:4;3\5\33336‘13@5‘133.@\;5\):%3}3@9.4&(10

“I will drive him into Saqar. And what can make you know what is
Saqar? It lets nothing remain and leaves nothing [unburned], Altering
[i.e., blackening] the skins”. '

U V) G135 Y5 135 \gd Ogdads ¥ Gl gd Y GT Gllall Bls e i s Oy (11
By 115 BLds

“Indeed, Hell has been lying in wait for the transgressors, a place of
return, in which they will remain for ages [unending]. They will not
taste therein [any] coolness or drink. Except scalding water

and [foul] purulence - an appropriate recompense”. *

g o Vb A G BT 0 oo (el Koo 5 (g Lot Hloks Basis iy S5 (12
g7 or M Y bl Y
“[Some] faces, that day, will be humbled, Working [hard] and
exhausted. They will [enter to] burn in an intensely hot fire. They will
be given drink from a boiling spring. For them there will be no food
except from a poisonous, thorny plant which neither nourishes nor

avails against hunger”. >

ol 30w Lo D1yl Lg digla B Lpies w5 e iy (13

“But as for one whose scales are light, his refuge will be an abyss.
And what can make you know what that is? It is a fire, intensely hot”.

el U st o ks oG8 dn o Rk G Sl wg il g Sid LS (14
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“It is the fire of Allah, [eternally] fuelled, which mounts directed at

the hearts. Indeed, it [i.e., Hellfire] will be closed down upon them,

in extended columns”. >

ey sy JhE 516 159 ki 015 a1l o ol 10 nalllal Lukiel 6y (15
B A wpleg Ol

! Surah al-Muddathir: 26-29
2 Surah al-Naba’: 21-26

3 Surah al-Ghashiyah: 2-7

4 Surah al-Qari’ah: 8-11

5 Surah al-Humazah: 6-9
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“Indeed, We have prepared for the wrongdoers a fire whose walls
will surround them. And if they call for relief, they will be relieved
with water like murky oil, which scalds [their] faces. Wretched is the

drink, and evil is the resting place”. '

e ob9 301 4R grh 26 Ogls (g & ol 19w Gl SLsD g a5 35 (16
Rty

“But those whose scales are light — those are the ones who have lost
their souls, [being] in Hell, abiding eternally. The Fire will sear their
faces, and they therein will have taut smiles (Their lips having been
contracted by scorching until the teeth are exposed.). °

Ahadith:

o Gl ki & s S S8 90 B0 Jp25 06106 s i o3 iz e (1

Abdullah bin Mas‘ood «% narrated that the Prophet #& said: Hell will

be brought on that Day (the Day of Resurrection) with seventy

thousand bridles; and with every bridle will be seventy thousand

angels, pulling it.?

Gl Lo Sl ¢ ol 3 aew T U e sl 1B B L sy ol e (2
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Abu Hurairah « narrated that the Prophet # said: The Fire was

kindled for one thousand years until it reddened, then it was kindled

for one thousand years until it whitened, then it was kindled for one
thousand years until it became blackened, so it is dark black. *

i LU o e a0 e (SSB 1J6 4 A g, Of o 50 qf&c(:))
Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet # said: Your (ordinary)
fire is one of 70 parts of the (Hell) Fire. °

! Surah al-Kahf: 29

2 Surah al-Mu’minoon: 103-104
3 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/538

4 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/540

5 Sahih Bukhari: 1/577
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet #& said: Some of the Fire
(in the shape of a long neck) will come out of the Fire on the Day of
Judgment. It will have two eyes which can see, two ears which can
hear, and a tongue which can speak. It will say: I have been left in
charge of three: Every obstinate oppressor, everyone who called
upon a deity besides Allah 3, and the image makers. !

oy Ofy Lol Opapfy 0L IS Wl Lale O] JB HE ) e o apm 4l e (O
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet # said: Indeed a
disbeliever's skin will be forty-two forearm lengths thick, his molar

teeth will be like Uhud (mountain), and his sitting place in Hell will
be like what is between Makkah and Al-Madinah. 2

10 {asmn b b e s} A @ HE () e e bl gl e (6
oslaal alad 4yt 1305 anl) 390 cndyy agry 55 e ol 3B S a8 Ul ok
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Abu Umamah < narrated that the Prophet £ said: He will be given
water of Sadid to drink, he will swallow it. The Prophet %z said:
It will be brought toward his mouth and he will dislike it, so
whenever it is brought closer to him it will melt his face and
the skin of his head will fall into it. Then whenever he drinks
from it, his bowels will be severed until it comes out from his
anus. Allah 38 says: And they will be given water of Hamim to
drink such that it cuts up their bowels... and He says: And if|
they call for drink they will be given water of Muhl which melts
the faces, the worst of drinks and the worst of abodes. *

! Musnad Ahmad: 14/152
2 Sunan TIrmidhi: 2/538
* Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/539
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Anas bin Malik < narrated that the Prophet # said: Among the
inmates of Hell, a person who had led the most luxurious life in this
world will be brought up on the Day of Resurrection and dipped in
the Fire and will be asked: O son of Adam! Did you ever experience
any comfort? Did you happen to get any luxury? He will reply: By
Allah, no, my Lord. !

i 3 035 1 T o oS oy 55 40 ey 0 200 5 2l oy T 0 (B
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Anas bin Malik & narrated that the Prophet #& said: The people of
Hell will be made to weep, and they will weep until they run out of
tears. Then they will weep blood until something like trenches

appear on their faces, and if ships were placed in them, they would
float. ?

S Jaly cadt 4f 2t ol Jlo 130 88 B gy JB 1 J6 Legie 1 o) e ol 2 (9
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B B B Sl oy gy J) T aidt fal slajd ccoge Y W1 Jal
Ibn ‘Umar Lugs & >, narrated that the Prophet # said: When the
people of Paradise have entered Paradise and the people of the Fire
have entered the Fire, death will be brought and will be placed
between the Fire and Paradise, and then it will be slaughtered, and a
call will be made (that), O people of Paradise, no more death! O
people of the Fire, no more death! So the people of Paradise will

have happiness added to their previous happiness, and the people of
the Fire will have sorrow added to their previous sorrow.

Ll ol Y L) @ Bl Bt oa lls OF o 1B 5 ) e o () s 3l 2 (10

! Sahih Muslim: 2/378
2 Sunan ibn Majah: 458
3 Sahih Bukhari: 2/498
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Abu Sa‘eed al-Khudri < narrated that the Prophet #£ said: If a bucket
of flowing pus were to be poured onto the world, all the inhabitants
of the world would start sinking. '

These were just a few verses and Ahadith that highlight the severity
of the punishment of Jahannam. Will any human deliberately take
the severity and torment of Hell? The fact is that our /man (faith) in
believing the punishment of Jahannam is indeed very weak hence,
we tend to think that these verses and Ahadith are to scare us only.

How can a person doubt in the punishment of Jahannam and assume
that we will never enter it? Allah & and His Messenger have clearly
stated the sternness of Jahannam for the disbelievers and
transgressors.

May Allah & protect us from the torment of Jahannam!
(Aameen)

Ibn Taymiyyah was asked about the deeds that take a person to
Jahannam. He listed the following actions:

1) Associating partners with Allah &5

2) Denying in the Prophets sent by Allah &&
3) Disbelief in Allah &

4) Jealousy

5) Lying

6) Cheating

7) Injustice

8) Committing immoral acts

9) Deceit

10) Severing ties of Kinship

11) Failing from battle out of fear

12) Being miserly

13) To oppose someone secretly or openly
14) To despair from the mercy of Allah 3%
15) To be careless of Allah’s plan

1 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/539
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16) To make noise during a time of difficulty

17) To be proud on one’s blessings

18) Leaving the obligations set by Allah &5

19) Breaching the boundaries of Allah &

20) Denying the prohibitions of Allah 35

21) To fear the creation of Allah & and not the creator himself
22) To have insincerity whilst doing good deeds (i.e. showing off)
23) To oppose the Qur’an and Sunnah (in belief and practice)

24) Disobeying the Creator while obeying the creatures

25) Prejudice in the work of falsehood

26) Mocking the Ayaat of Allah 3

27) Denial of the truth

28) To conceal knowledge or evidence that requires to be disclosed
29) Practicing sorcery

30) Disobeying the parents

31) Killing a person unjustly

32) Consuming the wealth of an orphan unjustly

33) Consuming interest

34) Fleeing from a battlefield

35) Accusing a chaste woman (of committing adultery)!

There are many of us who are engaged in the sins mentioned above.
This world is temporary, we need to ensure that we do those acts that
will benefit us in the hereafter. The moment we leave this world, our
hereafter begins from which there is no return. May Allah 3 grant
us the ability to prepare for our hereafter and do righteous deeds that
will drive us to Jannah.

Jannah:%a

It is appropriate now to write some facts and descriptions about
Jannah so that we may have the desire to go to Jannah. Some people

!'Yagidhah Uli al-Absaar: 222
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think that the mention of Jannah in the Qur’an and Sunnah is just to
ease the hear. This is completely wrong. Allah 3 has sent us to this
world to perform righteous deeds, as He 35 says:

e O 1 B i Lo \ghas! MLl A5 aT 35 oo ol 55 01 e
“So, is he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes secure on

the Day of Resurrection? Do whatever you will; indeed, He is Seeing

of what you do”. !

Therefore, if we do those deeds in this world that will take us to
Jannah in the next, we can hope that Allah & will enter us to Jannah
by His grace.

Names of Jannah:
Below are a few names of Jannah that Allah & mentions in the
Qur’an:
1) Al-Jannah (i)
sl dey G i
“(Here is) a description of the Paradise that is promised for the God-
fearing”. ?
2) Al-Ghurfah (24)
sk 4 e Bals 1975 s B M1 Ogjé Eldyl

“Those will be awarded the Chamber for what they patiently

endured, and they will be received therein with greetings and [words

of] peace”.?

3) Al-Firdaus (_»34")

5 a3l Bl B S el 1gleds 15T Gl Oy
“Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds — they
will have the Gardens of Paradise as a lodging”.

! Surah Haa-Meem Sajdah: 40
2 Surah Muhammad: 15

3 Surah al-Furqan: 75

4 Surah al-Kahf: 107
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4) Jannaat al-Na‘eem (w23 &\x)

o S 3 5 e o 0Bl B it S 15lad 159 L 8y

“Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds — their
Lord will guide them because of their faith. Beneath them rivers will
flow in the Gardens of Pleasure”. !

5) Jannaat ‘Adn (o4 <\)

o0 i & D (Slas L s S st e F e Sladliy Gl B g

- e el 3 S5 ST e Dsny
“Allah has promised the believing men and believing women
gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally, and
pleasant dwellings in gardens of perpetual residence; but approval

from Allah is greater. It is that which is the great
Attainment”. *

6) Jannat al-Khuld (V3 i)

Osli dey G il s ol s GuST 5

“Say: Is that better or the Garden of Eternity which is promised to
the righteous? It will be for them a reward and destination”. ’

7) Jannah ‘Aaliyah (i) i)

He L
“In an elevated garden”. *

8) Dar al-Salaam (5 )
#55 Lis 52l s od

“For them will be the Home of Peace [i.e., Paradise] with their
Lord”.”

!'Surah Yunus: 9

2 Surah al-Tawbah: 72
3 Surah al-Furqan: 15

4 Surah al-Haaqqah: 22
5 Surah al-An’aam: 127
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9) Dar al-Mugamah (4. ,5)
kb e w35 Ulsf )

“He who has settled us in the home of duration [i.e., Paradise] out
of His bounty”. !

10) Jannat al-Ma’waa (5% &)
Losll o 0 B Legbt 8 il B3 4 ps D s T

“But as _for he who feared the position of his Lord and prevented the

soul from [unlawful] inclination, then indeed, Paradise will be [his]

refuge”. ?

11) Dar al-Hayawan (&'s )3)
P SN
“And indeed, the home of the Hereafter — that is the [eternal] life”. ’

12) Maqaam Ameen (' plic)

I S
u}“(’méu}‘:&‘o‘

“Indeed, the righteous will be in a secure place”. *

There are many other names of Jannah. Jannah is a blessing of
Allah & which no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard of, and
nobody has ever thought of. A Hadith Qudsi states:

Y Lo pdlall sabad wodel Ylasy &l & JB 1 J6 48 M Jomy oo e 598 %fdp
s D a2l O e ) e by gl JU -y Qb8 e s Yy caer 031 Yy o) ope

el 8 or b sl i
Abu Hurairah <% narrated that the Prophet # said, Allah 35 said: I
have prepared for My pious worshipers such things as no eye has

ever seen, no ear has ever heard of, and nobody has ever thought of.
All that is reserved, besides which, all that you have seen, is nothing.

! Surah Fatir: 35

2 Surah al-Naazi’aat: 40-41
3 Surah al-*Ankaboot: 64

4 Surah al-Dukhaan: 51




100

WAYS TO ENTER JANNAH

Then he recited: No soul knows what is kept hidden (in reserve) for
them of joy as a reward for what they used to do. '

Furthermore, the first person to enter Jannah will be our beloved
Prophet Muhammad #z as narration in Sahih Muslim states:
o G Jaad c;a.».ﬂts Ll oy adl QL 3T 42 8 Jomy JB 206 o Bl oy il e
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Anas bin Malik < narrated that the Prophet # said: The Messenger
of Allah #& said: I will come to the gate of Paradise on the Day of
Resurrection. and would seek its opening. And the keeper would say:
Who are you? I would say: Muhammad. He would then say: It is for
you that I have been ordered, and not to open it for anyone before

you. ?

As Rasulullah # would be the first to enter Jannah, the first person
from his nation who will enter Jannah is Abu Bakr < as it is narrated
in a Hadith:

The Messenger of Allah #& said: You, Abu Bakr, will be the first of
my people to enter Paradise.

Attributes of Jannah:

Jannah is a place that everyone wants to enter. It is a place of
immense beauty that none can imagine. Jannah is a Nur (light) which
is constantly shining and a fresh garden that looms all the time. It
contains magnificent palaces whose doors are always open. It has
streams of clear water, milk, honey, and wine. The bricks of the
palaces of Jannah are made of gold, its pebbles from pearls, and its
soil from saffron. Whoever enters it, will always be happy and
content and no troubles or difficulties will ever afflict them. They
will enter in it forever and death will not come.

! Sahih Bukhari: 2/201
2 Sahih Muslim: 1/144
3 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/295
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The doors of Jannah:
Jahannam has seven doors whereas Jannah has eight doors. It is
narrated in a Hadith:

V) Al Y Ol e Db L Ol 23U 2l 3 U Gl e s daw o e o0
LOsailall
Sahl bin Sa‘d « narrated that the Prophet %2 said: In paradise there

are eight gates among which is a gate called: Ar-Rayyan which only
those who fast will enter. '

Numerous different Ahadith list some of the names of the doors of
Jannah. Below are a few:

1) The door of Jihad (s <\): for those who fought in the path
of Allah 3.

2) The door of Tawbah (is3 <v): for those who turned back to

3) Allah 35 in repentance. This door is also called «s < (the door
of Muhammad).

4) The door of Salah () <v): for those who performed their
prayers.

5) The door of Rayyan (o) <\): for those who constantly fasted.

6) The door of Sadaqah (¥+2) <\): for those who gave charity.

7) The door of Al-Walid (Vs <\v): for those who were obedient
and dutiful to their parents.

8) The door of Al-Silah (i) <v): for those who kept the ties of
kinship.

9) The door of Al-Duha (~=) <v): for those who prayer Salat al-
Duhaa. These are the well-known eight doors of Jannah. However,
we find some more names in different Ahadith which include:

10) The door of Al-Aiman (<Y <v): It is narrated in a Hadith that

Rasulullah % will be asked to enter those people who have no
accountability from his nation through this door.
11) The door of Al-Kazimeen al-Ghaiz wal ‘Aafeen ‘Anin

! Sahih Bukhari: 1/576
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Naas (s & @W 5 il nebSS 2b): for those who controlled their
anger and were forgiving.

12) The door of Dhikr (sS4 <\): for those who remembered Allah
35 in abundance.

13) The door of Hajj (z*' <v): for those who performed Hajj.

There will be some extremely fortunate people for whom all eight
doors of Jannah will be opened and they will choose which door to
enter Jannah from. The Prophet #& said to Abu Bakr (ra): I hope you
will be amongst those people for whom all eight doors of Jannah will
be opened and they will call you to enter from them. !

The levels of Jannah:

Jannah has various levels. The people of Jannah will enter various
levels based on their deeds.

Allah g5 states: L,
L B B gl el ek B Gagh w5

“But whoever comes to Him as a believer having done righteous
deeds — for those will be the highest degrees [in position] . ?

There are multiple Ahadith that mention the levels of Jannah. Below
are a few:

plog ¢ S35all 8T ¢yt AU 4T 54 ¢ 1 Jy 06 1 06 e B (22 (1
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Abu Hurairah <4 narrated that the Prophet #& said: Whoever believes
in Allah and His Apostle, offers prayer perfectly and fasts the month
of Ramadan, will rightfully be granted Paradise by Allah, no matter
whether he fights in Allah’s Cause or remains in the land where he
is born. The people said: O Allah’s Messenger #£! Shall we acquaint

! Al-Nihayah — Ibn Kathir: 2/214
2 Surah Taha: 75
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the people with this good news? He said: Paradise has one-hundred
grades which Allah 3 has reserved for the Mujahidin who fight in
His Cause, and the distance between each of two grades is like the
distance between the Heaven and the Earth. So, when you ask Allah
(for something), ask for A/-firdaus which is the best and highest part
of Paradise. (i.e. The sub-narrator added, I think the Prophet also
said: Above it (i.e. AI-Firdaus) is the Throne of Beneficent (i.e. Allah
3%), and from it originates the rivers of Paradise. '

pis gt oh o hs B ouasth gal By 106 58 & s B e e f 22 (2
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Abu Sa‘eed & narrated that the Prophet #& said: The people of the
highest degrees of Paradise will be seen by those beneath them as a
rising star is seen on the horizon. Abu Bakr and 'Umar will be among
them, and how blessed they are!?

The inhabitants of Jannah will be placed in their levels of Jannah
based on their deeds. The martyrs who fought in the path of Allah 35
in the first row, who didn’t turn their backs and died in His path, they
will earn the highest level of Jannah.

The Prophet #£ stated in a Hadith:

Aol lyliy 3> wemyry Ogil Db Jo Y1 Ll (3 O p ) shagad) il i 1 J6
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The Prophet #£ said: The best of the martyrs are those that fight in
the path of Allah 35 in the first row, they don’t look back, and keep
fighting until they are martyred, these are the people who will be in
the highest rooms of Jannah, and your Lord will be pleased with
them, and whoever your Lord is pleased with, will have no
accountability. 3

! Sahih Bukhari: 1/497
2 Sunan ibn Majah: 105
3 Sahih al-Jami’ Ma’a al-Sagheer wa Ziyadatih: 249

32
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The first people to enter Jannah:

The first person to enter Jannah will be the Prophet #£ and the first
nation to enter Jannah, will be his nation and the first person from
this nation to enter Jannah will be Abu Bakr <.

o O Jsas Cu:wt’ Ll oy Ll ol QT e ey JB 16 o lbe oy u,uf o
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Anas bin Malik < narrated that The Messenger of Allah #& said: I
will come to the gate of Paradise on the Day of Resurrection and
would seek its opening. And the keeper would say: Who are you? I

would say: Muhammad. He would then say: It is for you that I have
been ordered, and not to open it for anyone before you. !

As for Abu Bakr « entering Jannah first from his nation, a Hadith
in Abu Dawood states:

w5 gl 2k Ol L}\ij S as( Joe @\:T@ég A Jauny JB 1B s 5,0 Léf&c
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Abu Hurairah « narrated that The Prophet %% said: Gabriel came and
took me by the hand, showed the gate of Paradise by which my
people will enter. Abu Bakr then said: Messenger of Allah! I wish I
had been with you so that I might have looked at it. The Messenger
of Allah #& then said: You, Abu Bakr, will be the first of my people
to enter Paradise. 2

Those that will enter Jannah without accountability:

There will also be fortunate people who will enter Jannah without
questioning. These are the people whose hearts are full of faith,
possessors of Tagwaa and performed righteous acts.

Allah g5 states:

o s 3 Bl Sl gz gz

! Sahih Muslim: 1/144
2 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/295
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“And the forerunners, the forerunners. Those are the ones brought
near [to Allah 3], in the Gardens of Pleasure”.

A narration in Bukhari states:
Gl i o Wl Ognr 3l n 2l i 1B ) e i dar o o 0
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Sahl bin Sa‘d <% narrated that The Prophet #£ said: Seventy-thousand
or seven-hundred thousand of my followers (the narrator is in doubt as
to the correct number) will enter Paradise holding each other till the
first and the last of them enter Paradise at the same time, and their
faces will have a glitter like that of the moon at night when it is full. 2

Another narration from Abu Dawood states:

Aty JST e @30 ¢ oy 5o g gl Ay oy S e ol ) Al el
Abu Bakr < narrated that The Prophet %& said: I have been granted
seventy thousand who will enter Paradise without being brought to
account; their faces will be like the moon on the night when it is full
and their hearts will be as the heart of one man. I asked my Lord, the

Glorified and Exalted, for more and He gave me more, with each one
another seventy thousand. *

Subhan Allah! Based on this Hadith, from the seventy thousand
Mugqarrabeen that will enter Jannah without accountability, each
one of them will be accompanied by another seventy thousand
people. Hence, the number of people who will enter Jannah without
Hisaab (accountability) will be 4.9 billion. The current world
population is approximately 7.8 billion.

These are the people who will enter Jannah without accountability.
There are many others who will enter Jannah with an easy
accountability whilst others will earn the intercession of Rasulullah

! Surah al-Wagi’ah: 10-12
2 Sahih Bukhari: 2/497
3 Sunan Abi Dawood:1/203
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4. There will be people who enter Jannah by the mercy of Allah 35
and the people of 4 raaf (the border between Jannah and Jahannam)
who will eventually enter Jannah.

This world is indeed temporary, and we are all heading towards the
hereafter which is eternal. Allah & commands us to hasten towards
Jannah:

A WS o Sia (1) 198510

“And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a garden [i.e.
Paradise] ”. !

If we attain the forgiveness of Allah 3%, the road to Jannah becomes
easy. Hence, we should try our best to practice those deeds that
would take us towards Jannah.

The path to Jannah is a difficult one as Jannah is surrounded by
hardships. Man thinks that it is not possible to get through these
difficult phases and hence, chooses the way of ease and falls for the
temptations of this world which Jahannam has been surrounded by.
The Shaytan will try to take as many people to Jahannam with him
as he can, as Allah 3 said:

el S o 1555 i g9 )2 1526 850580 36 (ST a2 Oy

“Indeed, Satan is an enemy to you, so take him as an enemy. He only
invites his party to be among the companions of the Blaze”. ?

Those who follow their desires and lusts, will be in the company of
the Shaytan who will drive them to Jahannam. We should ensure
that we stay away from the whispers of the Shaytan so that we do not
engage in those acts that will drive us to the fire of hell.

The wise people are those who practice those deeds that will take
them closer to Jannah. They endure all difficulties and calamities
that befall upon them and before the do any deed, they ask
themselves whether this deed will benefit them in the hereafter.

The Prophet # has stated in a Hadith:

! Surah Aal-‘Imran: 133
2 Surah Fatir: 6
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Shaddad bin Aws «% narrated that the Prophet % said: A wise man is
the one who calls himself to account (and refrains from doing evil
deeds) and does noble deeds to benefit him after death; and the
foolish person is the one who subdues himself to his temptations and
desires and seeks from Allah 5 the fulfillment of his vain desires. !

Indeed, the people of Jannah will be blessed and pleased whereas
the people of Jahannam will be miserable. We should strive to be
from those who are blessed and be amongst the people of Jannah.
Remember - Entering Jannah forever should not be our only goal.
Allah 35 says:

e Ly

“And with Us is more”. *

This ‘more’ refers to seeing Allah d&. This pleasure will be for the
inhabitants of Jannah only. The same people who believed in Allah
48 without seeing Him and cried in the middle of the night whilst
worshipping Him, Allah & will bring ease to their eyes by allowing
them to visit Him (i.e. see Him). Subhan Allah! May Allah & make
us amongst them! Ameen.

I will now begin with the main content of the book. This book
comprises 100 deeds that will take a person to Jannah. There are
many more ways to entering Jannah but I have compiled 100 of them
for the sake of brevity.

These are ways that are extremely easy to practice.

May Allah 3 enable me and all the readers of this book to practice
these deeds that will drive us to Jannah. (AAMEEN)

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/524
2 Surah Qaaf: 35
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100 Ways to enter Jannah

1) Abstaining from Polytheism (Shirk)

From the 100 ways to enter Jannah, the first is to refrain from
polytheism. If a person does righteous deeds but at the same time, he
associates partners with Allah &5, all his good deeds will be to no
avail. The Prophet #& states:

g5 it 4 AR Y ) o oh 0k B O Ea8 08 s B B 5 e e
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Jabir bin Abdullah < narrated: I heard the Messenger of Allah #&
saying: He who met Allah 3 without associating anything with

Allah 35, entered Paradise and he who met Him associating
(anything) with Him entered Fire.'

Allah &5, with His infinite mercy and forgiveness can forgive any sin
except Shirk. Allah 35 is the one who gave us life, sustenance,
knowledge, and an abundance of blessings. It is an obligation on us
to thank Him for His countless blessings and worship Him alone.
However, there are some people who, instead of worshipping Allah
35, they worship His creation whilst others associate partners with
Him.

History of Shirk:

In the early stages of the period of Nuh %48, people used to believe
in Allah & and worship him alone. There was no concept of
polytheism at that time. There were five righteous people amongst
them: Wudd, Suwaa’, Yaghooth, Ya ‘ooq and Nasr. These five used
to teach people about Islam and worship Allah &&. After these five
passed away, people were overcome with grief and sorrow and began

!'Saheeh Muslim: 1/92
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wondering who will teach them about Islam and who will encourage
them to worship Allah & and do righteous deeds. Shaitan whispered
a plan into them and told them to make idols out of these five people
and place them in their mosques so when they see them, it will
encourage them to worship Allah d. These people fell into the trap
of Shaitan and built the idols and placed them in their mosques.
When these people who built the idols had passed away, their
offspring knew that these idols were marks of great people whom
their forefathers highly respected. After another generation had
passed, Iblees crept into their minds and encouraged them to bow
down to these idols out of respect and soon after, people began
worshipping these idols. Thereafter, Allah & sent Nuh &8 to this
nation. Nuh 3¢8) called his people to believe in Allah & for 950 years
however, only a small number believed in him and his message.
Allah & sent down His punishment on the disbelievers and
destroyed them through a deadly flood.

The Holy Qur’an and Prophetic Ahadith have discussed polytheism
in detail. If a person commits shirk, even momentarily, all of his good
deeds vanish and if he dies without making sincere repentance to
Allah g, he will enter the fire of hell eternally.

Below are a few Qur’anic verses that speak about Shirk:

Vot Yo o Wb Ay 8,23 o5 LG o) G Gs e Gy 4 B33 of 5k Y d &y
1) “Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He
forgives what is less than that for whom He wills. And he who

associates others with Allah has certainly gone far astray.”’

e el 320 By 8,25 Y b g 5h5 4 Sladd 06 315
2) “And [mention, O Muhammad], when Lugman said to his son

while he was instructing him, "O my son, do not associate [anything]

with Allah. Indeed, association [with Him] is great injustice”.?

In this verse, shirk is defined as a great injustice. Injustice is when
you put something where it does not belong (42 & 3 ¢ 24l xi9), OF
when you do not give full respect to something it deserves. For

! Al-Nisaa’: 116
2 Lugman: 13
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example, a turban’s place is on the head but if someone puts it on
their foot, this would be injustice. Similarly, the Qur’an is held in a
high and clean place, however if someone puts it on the ground or a
dirty place, this is also injustice. In summary, Allah g is the Creator
of everything, He is the most merciful and most forgiving. He
provides us with sustenance and to Him we shall return. Hence, it is
an obligation upon us to worship Him with sincerity and to worship
Him alone without attributing any partners to Him. If anyone
worships a Lord other than Allah 35, this is the greatest injustice of
all. )

gl (hg G Bl ¥ L byl
3) “Do they associate with Him those who create nothing and they
are [themselves] created? '

How foolish is it of such people who associate with Allah 3 the
partners that not only can create nothing, but also are themselves
being created by Him?

S5 o o (1) oK 5 xS
4) “Then when He removes the adversity from you, at once a party
of you associates others with their Lord”?

When they are afflicted with calamities and trials, they turn to Allah
35 for help. Once He responds to their call out of His infinite mercy
and removes their adversities, instead of being grateful to Him, they
begin to associate partners with Him.

oS3 gt 6 \}&é‘j}jvf’;\ﬁsMyvifﬁbl-éy&wb&bﬂjéwaﬁaj\j
e (e I 95 (S8 09 4SS L) i
5) “And those whom you invoke other than Him do not possess [as
much as] the membrane of a date seed. If you invoke them, they do
not hear your supplication, and if they heard, they would not respond
to you. And on the Day of Resurrection, they will deny your
association. And none can inform you like [one] Acquainted [with

all matters]”’

I Al-A’raaf: 191
2 An-Nahl: 54
3 Fatir: 13-14
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6) “So do not invoke with Allah anyone”.!

Gt o 3985 Ui e £ o
7) “If you should associate [anything] with Allah, your work would

surely become worthless, and you would surely be among the
losers.””

Types of Shirk:

Scholars have given many categories of Shirk. Upon studying these
categories, we can conclude that there are two main categories of
Shirk.

1) Shirk Akbar (Major Polytheism)
2) Shirk Asghar (Minor Polytheism)
Shirk Akbar (Major Polytheism)

Major Polytheism is further divided into three categories:

a) Shirk in Allah’s Lordship (45 & 3,%)

This is the worst type of Shirk and this is the type of Shirk the
Fir‘awn committed as he claimed to be the greatest God.

b) Shirk in Allah’s Divinity (k2% & 4,5)

This is the type of Shirk where someone associates a partner with
Allah 35 as the Jews claimed that ‘Uzair is the son of Allah &5 , the
Christians claimed that ‘Isa 38 is the son of Allah & and the
Polytheists of Makkah associated angels and idols with Allah d5.

Both of these two types of Shirk fall under the category of major
polytheism and anyone who commits any of these two types of Shirk
will be out of the folds of Islam and will enter the fire of hell eternally
unless making sincere repentance.

¢) Shirk in Allah’s Attributes (<2l § &,%)
The third type of Shirk is slightly lower than the other two categories

! Jinn: 18
2 Zumar: 65
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of Shirk mentioned above. Shirk in this category includes giving the
attributes of Allah 35 to His creation such as calling someone else
Al-Khaalig (the creator) or A/-Raazig (the provider) because these
names are explicitly the attributes of Allah 3 and belong to none
other than Him. Allah 3 is the only one who creates and He is the
only one who provides hence, to call anyone else a creator or a
provider other than Him is also Shirk. The scholars have declared
that this type of Shirk also takes one out of Islam.

Shirk Asghar (Minor Polytheism)

Minor Polytheism is also divided into three categories:

a) Words (J)

This type of Shirk takes the form of words such as swearing by
something other than Allah 5.

b) Actions ( J2)

This type of Shirk includes believing in bad omens as well as going
to fortune-tellers.

¢) By heart ()

This is an extremely dangerous type of Shirk as anyone who commits
it, all his good deeds will perish. This is when someone does a good
deed to show off to others and not to attain the pleasure of Allah 3.
This is also known as Hidden Shirk. The details of this type of Shirk
will follow.

Hidden Shirk (4> 2,%)
One of the major sins is to have insincerity in our good deeds. When

we do any good deed, it should only be for the sake of Allah 3. If
we do this deed for anyone else’s pleasure, this will lead to hidden

Shirk which is also known as éstal ¢ 8,5 (Shirk in worship), as Allah
35 states:

Vo 5 850 8,25 Y5 Bl Tk Janl 4 5 g OIS D

“So whoever would hope for the meeting with his Lord - let him do
righteous work and not associate in the worship of his Lord
anyone”.!

I Al-Kahf: 110
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This verse clearly indicates the importance of worshipping Allah &5
with sincerity. Anyone who fails to have sincerity in their worship,
will fall into the sin of Shirk in worship.

There are a few Ahadith that highlight the seriousness of the
matter.
W (Jrdl ped) ST 4y 2 & Jguny Lide o JB s Gt g os (1
B0 16 1 Joony b b 1S S eendd r skt (e Dyl g L (S I
Jo B e o Wodho wp (as ol psss OF (A
Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri < narrated: The Messenger of Allah # came
out to us when we were discussing Dajjal (False Christ) and said:
Shall I not tell you of that which I fear more for you than Dajjal? We

said: Yes. He said: Hidden polytheism, when a man stands to pray
and makes it look good because he sees a man looking at him.'

It &3 0 J6 ¢ 5all s 565 s G Wl of o TU 5 st of 22 (2
B30 518 10 52 (56 4 <5 Y p3d WL o3 o 5 GV A GE 05 Jpn 2 A
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Abu Sa‘eed bin Fadalah bin Abi Fadalah al-Ansari «% narrated: I
heard the Prophet 4% saying: When Allah & assembles the first and
the last on the Day of Resurrection, a day concerning which there is
no doubt, a caller will cry out: Whoever used to associate anyone
else in an action that he did for Allah &, let him seek his reward
from someone other than Allah &, for Allah 5 is so self-sufficient
that He has no need of any associate.?

et i o ol Of 1ds BB A Jpuy coar JUB HE A Jsey o0 0 300 o 02 (3
G ehd el JB L cdas L JB Lbm aan e 4 30 dgiaal oy ade 2L
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oLl ohiy dle JS el caedes STy cudS™JB OTAN ehd oy adey ool coales
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! Sunan Ibn Majah:
2 Sunan Tirmidhi:
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Abu Hurairah « narrated: I heard the Messenger of Allah #£ saying:
The first to be judged on the Day of Resurrection will be a man who
had died as a martyr. He will be brought forward. Allah && will
remind him of the favours He had bestowed upon him and the man
will acknowledge them. Then He will ask him: What did you do to
express gratitude for it? The man will reply: I fought for Your Cause
till I was martyred. Allah 3 will say: You have lied. You fought so
that people might call you courageous; and they have done so.
Command will then be issued about him and he will be dragged on
his face and thrown into Hell. Next a man who had acquired and
imparted knowledge and read the Qur’an will be brought forward,
Allah & will remind him of the favours He had bestowed upon him
and the man will acknowledge them. Then He will ask him: What
did you do to express gratitude for it? The man will reply: I acquired
knowledge and taught it, and read the Qur’an for Your sake. Allah
& will say to him: You have lied. You acquired knowledge so that
people might call you a learned (man), and you read the Qur’an so
that they might call you a reciter, and they have done so. Command
will then be issued about him, and he will be dragged on his face and
thrown into Hell. Next a man whom Allah 3 had made affluent and
to whom Allah 3 had given plenty of wealth, will be brought
forward. Allah 3 will remind him of the favours He had bestowed
upon him and the man will acknowledge them. He will ask him:
What did you do to express gratitude for it? The man will reply: I did
not neglect any of the ways You liked wealth to be spent liberally for
Your sake. Allah & will say to him: You have lied. You did it so
that people might call you generous, and they have done so.
Command will then be issued about him and he will be dragged on
his face and thrown into Hell.!

The act of showing off is indeed a very dangerous act which carries
severe consequences.
May Allah & protect us from this type of Shirk.

! Sahih Muslim:
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2) Belief in Allah and His Messenger

Another way to enter Jannah is by having firm belief in Allah & and
his Messenger #. No matter how many good deeds a person may do,
if he does not believe in Allah & and his Messenger #, he will never
enter Jannah.

Ageedah Tawheed:

Belief in Allah & means to believe in the oneness of Allah 35
without attributing any partners to Him nor in His attributes and nor
in any acts of worship.

Belief in Allah is based on four things:
1) Belief in the existence of Allah &5

The human intellect automatically acknowledges that it is God who
brought us into existence. No evidence is required to understand this
concept. A poet once stated:

-y ol Je Jusaleos 50
There is a sign in everything indicating that He is indeed one.

Furthermore, Allah 3 states:

BT B G5 B el 39 BOT 3 LT
“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves

until it becomes clear to them that it is the truth”.!

Another verse states:
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“Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and earth, and the alternation

of the night and the day, and the [great] ships which sail through the

sea with that which benefits people, and what Allah has sent down
from the heavens of rain, giving life thereby to the earth after its

! Ha Meem Sajdah: 43
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lifelessness and dispersing therein every [kind of] moving creature,
and [His] directing of the winds and the clouds controlled between
the heaven and the earth are signs for a people who use reason.””

2) Belief in the Lordship of Allah &

One should have firm belief that it is indeed Allah @& who is our
Lord and there is no Lord besides Him. It is He who created us and
it is He to whom belongs the power, as He states:

TR TP
“That is Allah, your Lord; to Him belongs sovereignty”.?

In the opening verse of Surah Al-Fatihah, Allah 35 states:
Syl Sy & e
“All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds ">
3) Oneness of Worship
This part of Tahweed refers to worshipping Allah & alone and to

have sincerity in all our acts.

Allah 35 states:

S A 3 VYA Y ey B et gl K501 34 ) ) ¥ T D gl
“Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do] the
angels and those of knowledge - [that He is] maintaining [creation]

in justice. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in Might, the
Wise”.*

He further states in another verse:

03kl U ) ) Y ) g ) Jgy r S e il g

“And We sent not before you any messenger except that We revealed

to him that, there is no deity except me, so worship me”.’

! Al-Bagarah: 164
2 Faatir: 13

3 Al-Fatihah: 1

4 Aal Imran: 18

5 Al-Anbiyaa: 25
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4) Belief in Allah’s names and attributes
Allah & has mentioned some of His own names and attributes in

the Qur’an whist others are found in the Ahadith. We must believe
in all of His names and attributes.

Belief in Prophethood:

To enter Jannah, one must have firm belief in Allah &&. Similarly,
one must also have firm belief in the Prophet Muhammad #£ as the
final messenger sent by Allah. If a person believes in Allah &5 but
does not believe in Muhammad #, he will not only be prevented
from entering Jannah, rather he will be out of the folds of Islam.

In reality, one must believe in all the Prophets and Messengers sent
by Allah &, and disbelief in any of His prophets will lead one
towards disbelief (Kufr). There are a number of Prophets mentioned
in the Qur’an however, there are many other prophets whose names
we do not know of. We must believe in them all. Allah 35 states:

e dealadi § 5 15 e e hlaiab 5 55
“And [We sent] messengers about whom We have related [their

stories] to you before and messengers about whom We have not
related to you”.!

He further states in another verse:

Oghty any 8555 jany (o Oslaiy iy A1 G 198345 O Oy g Al by 89,45 Gl O)
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“Indeed, those who disbelieve in Allah and His messengers and wish
to discriminate between Allah and His messengers and say, We
believe in some and disbelieve in others, and wish to adopt a way in
between. Those are the disbelievers, truly. And We have prepared
for the disbelievers a humiliating punishment”?

This verse clearly indicates that there are people who believe in some
Prophets whilst disbelieving in others. These types of people are true
disbelievers who will receive a humiliating punishment.

! Al-Nisaa: 164
2 Al-Nisaa: 150-151
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Finality of Prophethood:

An extremely important aspect of belief in Prophethood is to believe
in the finality of Prophethood. It is not enough to believe that
Muhammad %% is a Prophet of Allah 3%, one must also believe that
he # is also the FINAL Prophet of Allah & . The finality of
Prophethood is proven from the Qur’an, Sunnah, consensus and
Qiyas (Analogy).

Qur’an:

Below are a few verses from the Qur’an that reveal the finality of
Prophethood:

ek ¢ 5 0K 0 O8h. i F 1 Dy oS35 @Sty e sl U 162 DS (1

“Muhammad is not the father of [any] one of your men, but [he is]
the Messenger of Allah and last of the prophets. And ever is Allah,
of all things, Knowing”.!

This verse clearly indicates that Muhammad #& is the last of the
prophets. Anyone who denies this concept is inevitably denying this
Qur’anic verse and a denier of any Qur’anic verse is a disbeliever.

G (B gy g o L S (2
“Say, [O Muhammad], "\O mankind, indeed I am the Messenger of
Alldh to you all”?

sy B Sk (3

“And We have sent you, [O Muhammad], to the people as a

Messenger”’

191015 26813 U 40l a5 T il g6 oin Yoo Y O E ol 54 (4
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“It is He who has sent among the unlettered a Messenger from
themselves reciting to them His verses and purifying them and

! Al-Ahzaab: 40
2 Al-A’raaf: 158
3 Al-Nisaa: 79
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teaching them the Book and wisdom - although they were before in
clear error. And [to] others of them who have not yet joined them.
And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise”.!

Mufti Muhammad Shafi” Usmani has written a book on the finality
of Prophethood. He quotes almost 100 verses from the Qur’an and
uses them to justify the finality of Prophethood from these verses.
He further quotes 210 Ahadith that discuss the finality of
Prophethood.

Ahadith:
A few Ahadith on the topic are listed below:

G & 85 S 5 e o1 gy 8 &) 106 A it O e S of 2 (1
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet # said: My similitude in
comparison with the other prophets before me, is that of a man who
has built a house nicely and beautifully, except for a place of one
brick in a corner. The people go about it and wonder at its beauty,
but say: Would that this brick be put in its place? So I am that brick,
and I am the last of the Prophets. >

@Lﬁ\\’;ijcﬁfﬁjcwﬁé} %Q‘JGJGc%ﬁ&téL;J};J}&:}(Z
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Muhammad bin Jubair bin Mut’im < narrated from his father: The
Prophet %z said: [ am Muhammad and [ am Ahmad, and I am al-Mahi
(the obliterator) by whom unbelief would be obliterated, and I am
Hashir (the gatherer) at whose feet mankind will be gathered, and I
am 'Aqib (the last to come) after whom there will be no Prophet.?

03alSs Jloy el (&2 oo oS3 O yad OIS 188 1 JB 26 o 50m 3f e (B

pond df agin gal e (S0 0B £l 19355 OF 8
' Al-Jumw’ah: 2-3
2 Bukhari: 1/627
3 Muslim: 2/267
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet #& said: Among the nation
of Bani Israel who lived before you, there were men who used to be
inspired with guidance though they were not prophets, and if there is
any of such persons amongst my followers, it is 'Umar.'

3 (S g el i L o clab 88 B Jguy JB1J6 o um S e (4
B G ) ol g oman  hgeb o)1 J e 5 s J oty ol oy
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Abu Hurairah « narrated that the Prophet #£ said: I have been given
superiority over the other prophets in six respects: I have been given
words which are concise but comprehensive in meaning; [ have been
helped by terror (in the hearts of enemies); spoils have been made
lawful to me; the earth has been made for me clean and a place of
worship; [ have been sent to all mankind; and the line of prophets is
closed with me.?

S Jgry Y canlal 5 Sglly D O) 1HE ) J gy JU 1 JB e Ul oy il e (B
Anas bin Malik <« narrated that the Prophet # said: Indeed

Messenger-ship and Prophethood have been terminated, so there
shall be no Messenger after me, nor a Prophet.’

Ujag oo il 1 e bt Jad B8 1 gy JB 1B Lo &) o) rns it slel e (6
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Asmaa’ bint ‘Umais s & > narrated that the Prophet # said to

Ali: O Ali! You are to me like Harun was to Musa, except that there
will be no Prophet after me. *

Consensus (gleal):

Other than Qur’anic verses and Prophetic Ahadith, there is consensus
on the fact that Prophet Muhammad £ is the final prophet. There
was consensus amongst the Sahabah (companions). The scholars

! Bukhari: 1/652

2 Tirmidhi: 1/416

3 Tirmidhi: 2/500

4 Musnad Ahmad: 45/14
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have agreed that if there is a consensus amongst the companions of
Prophet Muhammad #£ on any given matter, it becomes an authentic
evidence just like Qur’anic verses are authentic evidences.

Ibn Taymiyyah states:
) IS o sl g b e (gelarly

And the consensus of the Sahabah is considered a definitive proof
which must be followed and it (consensus of the companions) is
from the most emphasised of evidences.'

Mulla Ali al-Qaari also writes:
gLVl iS58 L day S5l (5900

The claim of prophethood after our Prophet is Kuft (disbelief)
according to consensus. *

Analogy () :

Qur’an, Hadith and consensus are three important sources of
Shari’ah. There is no need for analogy if there is an issue which has
been discussed in the Qur’an or the Sunnah or [jmaa’. Unfortunately,
there are people who ignore what is mentioned in the Qur’an and
Sunnah and claim that prophethood is a form of mercy and without
prophethood there would be no mercy. This ideology is absurd. If
there are numerous small pipes of water, and these pipes were
transformed into a big river, would the water from the pipes or river
be more beneficial? Indeed, the water from a river will be abundantly
more and beneficial. Likewise, if there are several stars and these
stars were to be replaced by the sun, which of the two will shed more
light? Without doubt, the sun will bring more light and illumination.
Thus, the many stars are like the Prophets and Messengers sent by
Allah 35, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad #% is like the shining sun
for the whole world.

! Bayan al-Daleel Ala Batlan al-Tahleel: 240.
% Sharh Figh al-Akbar: 451
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3) Praying with submission and humility

Praying with submission and humility is another way to enter
Jannah. A believer performs five daily prayers however, if he
performs his daily prayers with submission and humility, he will be
guaranteed Jannah. In the opening verses of Surah Al-Mu’minoon,
Allah 35 addresses the successful believers:

Oprsls BN b Gl

“They who are during their prayer humbly submissive”.

After mentioning various other qualities of a true believer, Allah 3
says:

D9l gd b (g dl) Oj)j et bjj)\,h b Sl

“Those are the inheritors, who will inherit al-Firdaus. They will
abide therein eternally”.’

From these verses it becomes evident that those who pray their
Salaah with submission and humility will attain the highest level of
Jannah. Furthermore, it is narrated in a Hadith that Allah 35 forgives
a person who performs his prayers with submission and humility:

A éLiJ £ :J.é.:pjd u!}ka &:-‘\ tJsdy #E & swy car 1JB s culddl o sole o0
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‘Ubadah bin Samit « narrated: I heard the Prophet # saying: Allah
35 has made five prayers obligatory. If anyone performs ablution for
them well, offers them at their (right) time, and observes perfectly
their bowing and submissiveness in them, it is the guarantee of Allah
35 that He will pardon him.?

It is a promise of Allah 3 for the one that performs his prayer with
submission and humility that He will forgive him, and subsequently,
the one who is forgiven will enter Jannah.

SRR D

! Al-Mu’minoon: 2
2 Al-Mu’minoon: 10-11
* Abu Dawood: 1/72
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4) Paying Zakah

The one who prays with humility and submission will enter Jannah,
similarly, the one who pays Zakah will also enter Jannah. Numerous
verses in the Qur’an mention Zakah alongside Salaah. In reality,
Salaah is a worship linked with the rights of Allah 3 (Hugooq
Allah) and Zakah is an act of worship linked with the rights of others
(Hugooq al-Ibaad). 1t is not only sufficient to fulfil the rights of
Allah 35 to enter Jannah, rather the rights of others also need to be
fulfilled.

Allah &5 emphasizes the attributes of a believer by stating:
Oses 3N b Gl

“And they who are observant of Zakah”. '

He further mentions the reward of such people:

D9l gd b (g Al uy,« Gl b,j;\,i\ b Ul

“Those are the inheritors. Who will inherit al-Firdaus. They will
abide therein eternally”.’

The Ahadith of Rasulullah % also indicate that those who pay their
Zakah will enter Jannah:
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Abu Ayyub < narrated: A man came to the Prophet # and said:
Direct me to a deed which will admit me to Jannah and take me away
from the Fire. The Messenger of Allah 4 said: Worship Allah & and

associate no partner with Him, perform As-Salat, pay Zakah, and
maintain the ties of kinship. *

cdss adee 3 oo o oI5 il Jpay b 1 HE 1 gy B sl Lubel 0 o 508 f 0 (2
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! Al-Mu’minoon: 4

2 Al-Mu’minoon: 10-11
3 Bukhari: 1/269




100

WAYS TO ENTER JANNAH

Abu Hurairah < narrated: A Bedouin came to the Prophet # and
said: O Messenger of Allah! Direct me to a deed by which I may be
entitled to enter Jannah. The Prophet 4 said: Worship Allah &, and
never associate anything with Him, establish Salat, pay the Zakah
which has been enjoined upon you, and observe Fasting of Ramadan.
He (the Bedouin) said: By Him in Whose Hand my soul is, I will
never add anything to these (obligations). When he turned his back,
the Prophet #& said: He who wants to see a man from the dwellers of
Jannah, let him look at him (Bedouin).!

Zakah in Arabian language is an infinitive of the verb ‘Zakah’. Zakah
means to grow and to increase. When it is said about a person, it
means to improve, to become better. Consequently, Zakah is
blessing, growth, cleanliness, and betterment. As for its figurative
meaning; Yusuf Qardawi states: ‘In Shari'ah, the word Zakdh refers
to the determined share of wealth prescribed by Allah & to be
distributed among deserving categories. It is also used to mean the
action of payment of this share.

In the Holy Qur’an, there are 32 places wherein Zakah has been
mentioned. It has been mentioned ten times in Makki Surahs and 22
times in Madani Surahs.

The obligation of Zakah:

Zakah was made compulsory in Madinah in the 2™ Hijri, although
the obligation of Zakah was already complete in Makkah at that time.
There are some scholars who say that the obligation of Zakah was
only made in Madinah.

Hafiz Ibn Katheer writes under the Aayah ogle 553U o2 pdlly in Surah
Mu 'minoon:

Many people believe that the word Zakah in this verse means the
Zakah of wealth although this verse is Makki 1.e. it was revealed in
Makkah whilst the directive of the obligation of paying Zakah was
made mandatory in Madinah in the 2™ Hijri. However, the obvious
fact is that the same Zakah was made compulsory in Makkah. Allah
3% has stated in Surah An’am (which is a Makki Surah):

! Bukhari: 1/269
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“And pay the due thereof upon the harvest day”.!

Perhaps the meaning of Zakah in this verse means purifying
one’s soul from polytheism, hence; Allah & has mentioned in
another verse:

“He is indeed successful who causes it to grow”.?

Another possibility is that the meaning of Zakah in the verses
may carry both the meanings i.e. Zakah of the wealth or purifying
the soul.?

Zakah is a pillar of Islam:
In Bukhari and Muslim, there is a famous Hadith of Jibreel where he
explains the pillars of Islam to the Holy Prophet & in which he states:

Islam is that you should testify that there is no deity except Allah &5
and that Muhammad #& is His Messenger, that you should perform
Salah (ritual prayer), pay the Zakah (alms), fast during Ramadan, and
perform Hajj (pilgrimage) to the House (the Ka'bah at Makkah), if
you can find a way to it (or find the means for making the journey to
it).

Zakah 1is such a critical pillar of Islam, that at times the Prophet #&
used to stop his wordings in regard to the pillars of Islam at Zakah.
It is mentioned in the two Sahih books: ‘I have been ordered to do
Jihad with people until they testify that there is no God but Allah
35, and Muhammad # is His messenger, and that they offer their
prayers and pay their Zakah.

There are two types of worship:

1- ‘Ibadah Maliyah (Financial worship)

2- ‘Ibadah Badaniyyah (Physical worship such as prayer, fasting
etc.)

' Al-An’aam: 141
2 Al-Shams: 9
3 Mukhtasar Tafseer Ibn Katheer: 2/572
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Allah 3 has bestowed upon mankind an abundance of blessings.
Amongst all these blessings is the blessing of wealth. Wealth is such
a great blessing from Allah & because if one has no wealth, he
remains poor, hence, at times he may use ways to earn money which
may lead to Kufr (disbelief). It is stated in a Hadith:

145055 Of Ladl 51
Poverty can lead to Kuft.!

There is no doubt that Allah &5 is the one who gives wealth to people;
hence, it is a responsibility upon us to spend this wealth which is
given to us by Allah & in the way He has commanded us to do so.
Provision is provided by Allah &&; whoever He wills, He makes them
rich and whoever He wills, He makes them poor. Allah d5 states in
Surah Nahl:

BT s e (K 4 iy
“And Allah has favoured some of you above others in provision.””

But this does not mean that the rich people become so arrogant that
they do not pay their Zakah and they keep their money to themselves.
Allah 35 has stated in Surah Dhariyat:

ppally B G ol 541 T

“And in their wealth the beggar and the outcast have a due

share.”

Giving Zakah is obligatory:

Those people who are ‘Sahib Nisab’ (this refers to the threshold after
which a person is obliged to pay Zakah) i.e. those who possess
612.36 grams of silver or 87.48 grams of gold or something else
which they possess and they are the owner of that particular thing
which is used in trade, they have to pay Zakah. The obligation of
paying Zakah is the same as the obligation of praying. Hence, in the
Holy Qur’an, wherever prayer is mentioned, Zakah is also mentioned

! Al-Baihagi, Shu‘b Al-Iman: 1/486

2 Surah Al-Nahl: 71
3 Surah: Al-Dhariyat: 19
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in conjunction with it. Furthermore, it is evident in most Ahadith that
the Holy Prophet # has mentioned Zakah alongside prayer.
Wherever he commanded people to prayer, he also commanded them
to pay their Zakah. This shows the importance of paying the Zakah.

The process of Zakah calls for justice:

I strongly believe that the system of Zakdah in Islam is a great system
which calls towards justice to humanity and mankind. Before Islam,
there was no religion that had the system of paying Zakah. Albeit
people did spend in the path of Allah 35 as a means of charity, they
did not spend with the understanding that it is an obligation. Islam
came with the system of Zakah because Islam is a global religion
which calls towards justice and excellence.

The system of Zakah includes economics, finance, politics, morals,
and religion. The system of Zakah helps those who are homeless,
helpless and are dying from starvation and thirst. This system
undoubtedly helps those people and enables them to eat, drink and
live. If everybody pays their Zakah, it is inevitable that this would
lead to pure justice towards humanity. We can see from the past how
poor people were helped through the house of finance (Baitul Maal).
In this regard, the era of ‘Umar (ra) was a great example for us.

If the poor people knew that they had a right over the rich people’s
wealth, why would they want to steal and commit robbery? The chief
reason behind robbery and theft is poverty and poverty can lead man
to disbelief.

Prayer is an obligation, similarly, he who is ‘Sahib Nisab’ (the
threshold after which a person is obliged to pay Zakah) is obliged to
pay Zakah. Some people become lazy in paying their Zakah whilst
others look for excuses for not paying it.

May Allah & grant all Muslims the understanding and the
importance of paying Zakah.




100

WAYS TO ENTER JANNAH

S) Protecting the Private Parts

Protecting one’s private parts is another way to enter Jannah. In
Surah Al-Mu’minoon, Allah 3 mentions a few qualities of the
inheritors of Paradise amongst whom are:

sl wgzg dl Wb Gl

“And they who guard their private parts”.!

He further states in Surah Al-Ma’aarij:
BnSh ol § Syl
“They will be in gardens, honoured”. *

It is also narrated in a Hadith that a person who safeguards his tongue
and private parts will be guaranteed Jannah:

-&‘UWT%)O&b}%&xb‘}g@yiduﬁ?ﬁ&wfja‘%mawf

Sahl bin Sa‘d < narrated that the Prophet & said: Whosoever gives
me a guarantee to safeguard what is between his jaws and what is
between his legs, I shall guarantee him Jannah.’

Another Hadith states:

13 fgidas) ) WSO il (@ Sndil o L J a1 JBHE ) O s b ale e
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‘Ubadah bin Samit «% narrated that the Prophet #£ said: Guarantee

for me six deeds and I will guarantee for you Paradise: Be truthful

when you speak, keep your promises when you make them, fulfill

the trust when you are trusted, guard your chastity, lower your gaze,
and restrain your hands from harming others. *

From the above mentioned 4hadith, it becomes evident that a person
who guards his private parts will enter Jannah.

! Al-Mu’minoon: 5

2 Al-Ma’aarij: 35

3 Bukhari: 2/485

4 Musnad Ahmad: 37/471
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6) Returning trusts to their rightful owners

Returning trusts to their rightful owners is another way one can
enter Jannah. Another attribute of a true believer is:

D381y wughd WBULY ob ol

“The believers are also those who are true to their trusts and

covenants”.!

Once again, Allah 3 states that their reward is Jannah:

Oglll- gd Wb (w9l é}i{g Gl é}i)\,h b gl

“Those are the inheritors who will inherit al-Firdaus. They will
abide therein eternally”.’

Betrayal of trust is very common these days. People have begun to
take betrayal of trust as something very light. Some people eat up
other people’s wealth whilst others who are entrusted with wealth,
betray the trust. Furthermore, betrayal of trust can also be in the form
of speech; if someone tells another person something which is not to
be mentioned elsewhere, he will betray him and mention it to others.
Similarly, if there is a group of people talking about something and
decide that whatever they talked about should stay in the gathering
and no one else should know about it. And in this case, if someone
goes and tells another person about it, this will be considered as a
betrayal of trust.

Nowadays people tend to believe that the betrayal of trust is only in
terms of wealth. Any type of betrayal is Haram, whether it is in
regard to wealth or in relation to speech. Allah & has stated:

AT Ty cta¥T 1358 of 8536 A

“Verily! Allah commands that you should render back the trusts

to those, to whom they are due”.?

' Al-Mu’minoon: 8
2 Al-Mu’minoon: 10-11
3 Surah Nisa’: 58
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Below are a few Ahadith pertaining to the topic:
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‘Ubadah bin Samit « narrated that the Prophet &£ said: Guarantee
six things for me, and I will guarantee you Paradise: Be truthful
when you speak, fulfill when you promise and uphold your trusts
when you are trusted’.

A e Y Lo Yy dullY (Lol ¥ B & Jpwy JB 1B e ) e

Ibn ‘Umar <% narrated that the Prophet # said: There is no faith
for the one that has no trust and there is no prayer for the one that
has no purity.?

7) Fulfilling a promise/covenant

A person who fulfils a promise will also be amongst the
inhabitants of Jannah. In the 8" verse of Surah Al-Mu’minoon
which was previously mentioned, Allah 35 talks about the
attributes of a true believer in which He states:

Dsly waiied W0LY b Gl

“The believers are also those who are true to their trusts and

covenants”.’

Fulfilling a promise is also one of the signs of a believer and once
again the reward is Jannah:

OgAl g oh ug3 O Gl Ol A Sl
“Those are the inheritors who will inherit al-Firdaus. They will

abide therein eternally”.*

! Musnad Ahmad: 5/323

2 Tabrani in Mu‘jam Al-Waseet: Hadith: 2313
3 Al-Mu’minoon: 8

4 Al-Mu’minoon: 10-11




100

WAYS TO ENTER JANNAH

Islam has commanded everyone to fulfill their promises as this is
something that will be questioned on the Day of Judgement. Allah
35 states:

A gins O Sgall 5] ughlly 15855

“Honour (your) pledges, for you will surely be accountable for

them ”.!

Types of Promises:

The scholars have categorised covenants into multiple categories:
1)The covenant to Allah & made by mankind:

This promise is known as ‘Ahd-e-Alast’, and this is derived from
the following verse:
lgh i 106 2S5 S

» 2

“Am I not your Lord?” They replied, “Yes, you are! We testify”.

2)A covenant made to Allah & through a ‘Nadhr’ (vow).

3)A covenant between two people.

4)A Muslim government making a covenant with a Non-
Muslim government.

5)A covenant between a Muslim government and the People
of the Book (4hlul Kitaab) in which tax is taken from the
People of the Book in return for the safety of their health and
wealth.

For further details, read: Al-Mufradaat (2/455).

In summary, the types of covenants can be broadly categorised
into two:

1) A covenant with Allah 3%

2) A covenant with others

! Bani Israeel: 34
2 Al-A’Raaf: 172
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8) Reciting thrice: & il 5 «le @ Lo wisk § s L 5 6 b Eivg

A person who recites the above Dua during the day three times,
will enter Jannah. 1t is stated in a Hadith:

3] JB oo sl BB A Sy coner 16 — L il 0,5 05 — 48 il Jguy comlio a0
skl Aol g oy 035N el 105 & w85y B s & AL Sl 1]

Al-Munaidhir - a companion of Rasulullah % said: I hear the Prophet
% saying: Whoever says when the morning comes: I am pleased with
Allah 3% as the Lord and with Islam as the religion and with
Muhammad #£ as the Prophet, then I am the guarantor that I will take
him by his hand until I enter him in Jannah”. !

Another narration states:
4 Wass G U 6 Db Eay 1B e 1J6 Ll O e gy daw T e
Akl g " iﬂ}:d}
Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudri < narrated that the Prophet #& said:
Whoever says: I am pleased with Allah &5 as the Lord, with Islam

as the religion and with Muhammad %% as the Apostle, Paradise
will be his due.?

9) Building a Mosque for the sake of Allah &

Amongst the many ways of entering Jannah, another one is to
build a Mosque for the sake of Allah 3. It is narrated in a Hadith:

u‘d%dd\\&d\’\m‘a@y%&‘J}d)&&f‘du&édwy

‘Uthmaan < narrated: I heard the prophet £ saying: He who built
a mosque for Allah, Allah would build a house for him like it in
Paradise. 3

! Al-Mu’jam Al-Kabeer li al-Tabrani: 20/355
2 The Musannaf of Ibn Abi Shaybah: 9/473-474
3 Sahih Muslim: 2/417
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Another narration states:

A o G T g Al sl jesied A Vines g 25

Whoever builds a mosque for the sake of Allah, like a sparrow's
nest for Allah or even smaller, Allah will build for him a house
in Paradise.!

The importance of Mosques:
1) Mosques are maintained by those who believe in Allah 3&:

S é\éij Je:}’\ e};\\j ;\)\3 &ST &; iﬁ“ 1,/\‘“3 }J“-:'-.’. LAE!

“The mosques of Allah should only be maintained by those who

» 2

believe in Allah and the Last Day, establish prayer”.
2) Mosques are the dearest places to Allah d:

et &1 By s 2l g wias B 0) 5000 £s1 06 48 8 Jut5 8 e i3 f 22
Abu Hurairah % narrated that the Prophet #& said: The dearest parts
on the face of the earth near Allah are its mosques, and the most
hated parts near Allah are its markets.’

3) The first thing that Rasulullah # did when he came to Madinah
was that of building a Mosque.

4) Prophet Muhammad #& remained in Qubaa for a few days and laid
the foundations of the Mosque.

5) When he # moved to Madinah, he laid the foundations of the
Mosque prior to building his own house.

6) Mosques are known as the Houses of Allah 35 as he states:
N aa 158550 & dodl B
“The places of worship are only for Allah, so do not invoke anyone

besides Him”. *

! Sunan Ibn Majah: 156
2 Surah Al-Tawbah: 18
3 Sahih Muslim: 1/283
4 Surah Al-Jinn” 18
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7) Peace and tranquillity descend upon those who gather in Mosques

and recite the book of Allah d&:

Hissds el pdle &I Y 140 5300008 5 41 Ol ) ol 0 ot o 58 B G
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Any group of people who assemble in one of the Houses of Allah to

recite the Book of Allah, learning and teaching it, tranquility will

descend upon them, mercy will engulf them, angels will surround

them and Allah will make mention of them to those (the angels) in
His proximity.!

8) The Prophet & ordered the believers to build Mosques:
ey Gl Oy (e ) el @ el oy 4 B Oyt sl 206 e ) Lo, st 22
Hazrat ‘Aaishah = 4 >, narrated that Allah’s Messenger £ ordered

that the mosques be built in residential districts and that it be cleaned
and perfumed.?

9) Building a Mosque is a Sadaqah Jariyah (ongoing charity):

g H “s . P oat 2 g Ll 1% . RE e Ze fo-
e s g B gliass s e et 30k G O 1 1 Oyt 06 206 e Bt f
\:.23?‘3\.:5 L«Jm"\&&G;;}’héu;!m’,“ﬁ‘éjjum”°‘5‘2555\9;\:»11]55&,’:55

Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet £z said: Among the actions

and good deeds for which a believer will continue to receive reward
after his death are; knowledge which he taught and spread, a good
son whom he left behind, a copy of the Qur’an which he left as a
legacy, a mosque which he built, a house which he built for the
traveler, or a stream which he caused to flow.?

10) Love of Mosques carries great reward:

A person who loves Mosques, in essence loves Allah 3 and the love
of Allah 35 is one of the conditions of the Kalimah.

The Prophet £ states in a Hadith:

o
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! Sunan Abi Dawood: 1/215
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 1/247
3 Sunan Ibn Majah: 156
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Seven (people) will be shaded by Allah by His Shade on the Day of
Resurrection when there will be no shade except His Shade. (They
will be): a just ruler, a young man who has been brought up in the
worship of Allah, a man who remembers Allah in seclusion and his
eyes are then flooded with tears, a man whose heart is attached to
mosques (offers his compulsory congregational prayers in the
Mosque), two men who love each other for Allah's Sake, a man who
is called by a charming lady of noble birth to commit illegal sexual
intercourse with her, and he says, 'l am afraid of Allah,' and (finally),
a man who gives in charity so secretly that his left hand does not
know what his right hand has given.'

11) The reward of going to the Mosque:
RO RN CE L RVR R T R0 IYESW U R

He who goes to the mosque at dawn or dusk (for Salat), Allah
prepares a hospitable abode for him in Jannah, every time when he
walks to it or comes back from it>.

12) The reward of walking to the Mosques:

Al oy o)l L) B olel) s
Give glad tiding to those who walk to the Masajid in the dark; of a
complete light on the Day of Resurrection.’
14) Every step towards the Masjid is rewarded:
Lo 131 61 Llsy Gamys Ontes o Lk g Dy a3 Do o Cimids 2eledl b o)l Do
U aze oy > &) cumdy W1 Bglas ot BN W a2 ol ) 5 € ¢ eggll
A man's Salat in congregation is twenty-five times more rewarding

than his Salat at home or in his shop, and that is because when he
performs his Wudu' properly and proceeds towards the mosque with

! Sahih Bukhari: 1/159
2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/159
* Sunan Abi Dawood: 1/93
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the purpose of performing Salat in congregation, he does not take a
step without being raised a degree (in rank) for it and having a sin
remitted for it, till he enters the mosque.!

14) Mosques are the meadows of Paradise:

1 Lty s b1 Q2 b &0 15856 1 iy i 18 5 0 ot 06 106 e Bk of
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Abu Hurairah « narrated: The Messenger of Allah #£ said: When
you pass by the meadows of Paradise, graze as you like. I said: O
Messenger of Allah, what are the meadows of Paradise? The Prophet
said: The mosques. I said: O Messenger of Allah, what is its grazing?
The Prophet said: To declare the glory of Allah, the praise of Allah,
the greatness of Allah, and that there is no God but Allah.?

15) The reward of cleaning Mosques:

i 3 340 Jled o (ailay o) Spnah) g B ais50 S0 3 sgnf olag O e S8 f 02
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Abu Hurairah <« narrated: A black man or a black woman used to
sweep the mosque and he or she died. The Prophet # asked about
her (or him). He was told that she (or he) had died. He said, why did
you not inform me? Show me his grave (or her grave). So he went to
her (his) grave and offered her (his) funeral prayer.’

w0 X

10) Performing Fajr and ‘Asr Salaah with punctuality

Although there are five daily prayers which have been made
obligatory, Fajr and 'Asr prayers are further emphasized due to the
possibility of these 2 prayers being missed more than any other
prayers. Fajr, due to sleep and laziness and '4sr due to being busy
and occupied in worldly matters.

Allah 35 states:

! Sahih Bukhari: 1/158
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/666
3 Sahih Bukhari: 1/132
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“Observe the (five obligatory) prayers—especially the middle
prayer—and stand in true devotion to Allah”.!

The middle prayer mentioned in this verse refers to Fajr or 'dsr
prayers according to some scholars of 7afsir.

It is narrated in a Hadith:
A s gl e e 16 HE B Jgesy OF agl o s cé.‘oifi’. ‘%fo,c(l

Abu Bakr bin Musa < narrated from his father: The Messenger of
Allah #& said: He who observed two prayers at two cool (hours)
would enter Paradise.’

The two cool hours refer to the time of Fajr and 'Asr.

o 35T 500 o 10k 8 b 025 Eag 06wl 0 BB G B 5 5 f e 2
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Abu Bakr bin ‘Umarah bin Ruaybah <% narrated from his father:

I heard the Messenger of Allah #£ saying: He will never enter the

Fire, the one who prays before the sun rises and before it sets — i.e.
Fajr and 'Asr.’?

The first Hadith informs us that a person who prays Fajr and 'Asr
will enter Jannah and the second Hadith informs us that a person
who prays Fajr and 'Asr will not enter the fire of hell. Subhan Allah!

Furthermore, the reward of performing these two prayers is even
greater, as Rasulullah # states:
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Jarir bin Abdullah % narrated: We were with the Prophet % on a

full moon night. He looked at the moon and said, "You will certainly
see your Lord as you see this moon, and there will be no trouble in

! Surah al-Baqarah: 238
2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/148
3 Sahih Muslim: 1/274
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seeing Him. So if you can avoid missing (through sleep, business,
etc.) a prayer before the rising of the sun (Fajr) and before its setting
(‘Asr) you must do so. He (the Prophet ) then recited the following
verse: And celebrate the praises Of Your Lord before the rising of
the sun and before (its) setting.!

A person who performs his Fajr and 'Asr prayers with punctuality
will not only enter Jannah, he will also see his Lord in Jannah which
is one of the greatest rewards in Jannah.

NOTE: One should not only concentrate on performing Fajr and
'Asr prayers and ignore the other prayers as the rest are also
obligatory and of utmost importance.

11) Performing Salaah in the Masjid with congregation

Allah & has made obligatory five daily prayers and to observe these
obligatory prayers in their correct times with congregation is
essentially fulfilling the obligation of su.a)t &8 (establishing prayers).
If a person performs his prayer at home without a legitimate reason,
he would not be establishing his prayer. He who performs his Salaah
in the mosque with congregation, is given glad tidings of Jannah.
The Prophet #& states:
of 10 LSS5 kit (3 4 Bl oty of el ) 18 o B A gy JU5 1B i 58 o 0
b
Abu Hurairah < narrated: The Messenger of Allah #& said: He who
goes to the mosque at dawn or dusk (for Salah), Allah prepares a

hospitable abode for him in Jannah, every time when he walks to it
or comes back from it.?
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Ibn ‘Umar Lee & .2, narrated that the Messenger of Allah £ said:

Salat in congregation is twenty-seven times more meritorious than a
Salat performed individually. ?
! Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim

2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/159
3 Sahih Bukhari: 1/157
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Abu Hurairah < narrated: The Messenger of Allah #£ said: He who
purified himself in his house, and then he walked to one of the houses
of Allah for the sake of performing a Fard (obligatory act) out of the
Fara'idd (obligatory acts) of Allah, both his steps (would be
significant) as one of them would obliterate his sin and the second
one would raise his status.’
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‘Uthmaan bin ‘Affan <% narrated: I heard the Messenger of Allah #&
saying: He who observes the 'Isha prayer in congregation, it was as

if he prayed up to midnight, and he who prayed the morning prayer
in congregation, it was as if he prayed the whole night.?

12) Protecting the tongue

Protecting the tongue is of utmost importance as protecting it will
lead a person to Jannah and failure to do so, could lead to Jahannam.
Islam has emphasised a lot on protecting the tongue.

If a person harms someone physically such as using a sword or an
arrow, after a certain period of time, he will recover from his wound.
However, if someone hurts another person with his tongue, often one
does not recover from this type of pain and remembers it forever. A
poet has stated:

Wounds caused by blades heal while wounds caused by
tongues never heal

!'Sahih Muslim: 1/283
2 Sahih Muslim: 1/279
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It is narrated in a Hadith:
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Abu Sa‘eed <% narrated: When the son of Adam gets up in the
morning, all the limbs humble themselves before the tongue and say:
Fear Allah for our sake because we are with you: (i.e., we will be
rewarded or punished as a result of what you do) if you are straight,
we will be straight; and if you are crooked, we will become crooked.!

In another narration, the Prophet % guarantees Jannah for a person
who can safeguard his tongue:

Akl 4 el adoy o g e b J e 0 JBEE A Jgen) o i da o Jom o0

Sahl bin Sa‘d < narrated that the Prophet & said: Whosoever gives
me a guarantee to safeguard what is between his jaws and what is
between his legs, I shall guarantee him Jannah.?

On the contrary, another Hadith states that the tongue could also lead
a person to Jahannam if he fails to safeguard it:

Gads Ysg o A 58S Jueﬂi\fuuyxu;ftuﬁ,ég&ad'/gm Ju@s;:;»@tu;
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Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah was asked about
that for which people are admitted into Paradise the most, so he said:
Taqwa of Allah, and good character. And he was asked about that
for which people are admitted into the Fire the most, and he said:
The mouth and the private parts.

! Musnad Abi Dawood: 3/660
2 Sahih Bukhari: 2/485
3 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/464
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13) Praving the Sunnah Mu’akkadah (emphasized
Sunnah)

Unfortunately, nowadays people do not take heed in performing their
Sunnah Mu’akkadah. They feel that it is sufficient to fulfill the
obligatory prayers and become extremely lazy in performing their
Sunnah prayers. One should understand that there is no certainty in
whether our Fard acts are even accepted hence, we should make
every effort to ensure that we pray our Sumnah prayers with
steadfastness.

There are 12 Rak’aat of Sunnah Mu akkadah:

» The 2 Rak’aat of Sunnah before Fajr Salaah

» The 4 Rak’aat of Sunnah before Dhuhr Salaah

» The 2 Rak’aat of Sunnah after Dhuhr Salaah

» The 2 Rak’aat of Sunnah after Maghrib Salaah

» The 2 Rak’aat of Sunnah after Isha Salaah
These are the 12 Sunnah Rak’aat which will take a person to Jannah
and Allah & will build a palace for such people in Jannah.
It is reported that the Prophet £ said:

dwd$ Wwwjryduhaw S Sy JB dbw.&\ijtf
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Umm Habibah = 4 >, narrated that the Prophet #& said: Whoever

prays twelve rak'ahs during the night and day other than the
prescribed prayers, a house will be built for him in Paradise: four
before Zuhr and two rak'ahs afterward, two before Asr, two after
Maghrib and two before Fajr.!

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 1/204
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14) Sending Salaat to Rasulullah = and making Dua’
for Al-Waseelah after the Adhaan (call to prayer)
When the Muadhin (the person who performs the Adhaan) makes
the call to prayer, one should repeat after him and when he says ~
el Je and 5 Je > one should recite:

pelaal) dal) L V) 55 Yy J Y
Upon the completion of the Adhaan, one should send Durood on the

Prophet 4 and make Dua’ to Allah 3 to grant him Al-Waseelah
which is a place in Jannah.

By doing this, the intercession of Muhammad #& will be lawful for
him. It is narrated in a Hadith:

Lo oo Iolgis 03U wane 13) 1 gi B8 ol oo 4 Lgie A ) (oWl gme o e 0
Ujia BB Ao gl J & Iohoo @ ¢ Lo s e ) Lo 8o e o e ailb ¢ o ko ¢ 1 Uyl
Aslaal 4 el g J Ol o sa BT 0T OF sy ¢ M sle o ad ) s Y 21 3

Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al-‘Aas L & >, narrated: He heard the

Prophet £ saying: If you hear the Mu’adhin then say as he says. Then
send Salat upon me, because whoever sends Salat upon me, Allah
will send Salat upon him ten times due to it. Then ask Allah that He
gives me Al-Wasilah, because it is a place in Paradise which is not
for anyone except for a slave from the slaves of Allah, and I hope
that I am him. And whoever asks that I have Al-Wasilah, then (my)

intercession will be made lawful for him". !

"o & o {*.} o
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15) Leaving the house for the sake of acquiring
knowledge (of Deen)

Acquiring the knowledge of Deen and teaching it to others carries
great virtue. This is a Sadagah Jaariyah which one will continue to
benefit from even after his death. When a person leaves to study the

! Sahih Muslim: 1/202
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knowledge of Deen, he is in the path of Allah & and if such a person
dies in this state (i.e. acquiring the knowledge of Deen), he will enter
Jannah. Furthermore, in order for one to understand who created him
as well as his real purpose in life and his responsibilities, one must
acquire knowledge.

Islam is a complete religion, and its foundation is based on
knowledge. The first revelation to the Prophet # was the word
‘Read’. This in itself shows the importance of knowledge.

Allah 35 states:
s O e B ol cofag I Gl -5l 1o i 3l - s cedl 8 o T
“Read, (O Prophet) in the Name of your Lord Who created. He

created humans from a clinging clot. Read! And your Lord is the

Most Generous. The one who taught by the pen. He taught humanity

what they knew not”. !

In another verse, Allah & differentiates between those who possess
knowledge and those who lack in knowledge:

O3l ¥ Gy 03l il s o 8

“Say, (O Prophet): Are those who know equal to those who do not

know?”. 2

Furthermore, another verse indicates the importance of knowledge

in which Allah 3 instructs his Prophet to make the following Dua .
e 5 &5 55

“And pray, My Lord! Increase me in knowledge.” 3

The Ahadith of our beloved Prophet #& further emphasise on the
importance of seeking knowledge, and indeed there are glad tidings
of Jannah to those who acquire the knowledge of Deen.

A G EE o T Jia tle 0 pudi BB G 55 6 88 &) Jpuy o o 500 0
!'Surah Al-‘Alaq: 1-5

2 Surah Al-Zumar: 9
3 Surah Taha: 114
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Abu Hurairah <« narrated that the Prophet #& said: Whoever takes a
path upon which to obtain knowledge, Allah makes the path to
Paradise easy for him. !

It is narrated in another Hadith:

B & et @ 58 ol b g g 3 1 025 06 1B e el 3 T o

Anas bin Malik <« narrated that the Prophet 42 said: He who goes out
in search of knowledge is in Allah’s path till he returns. 2

16) To perform 2 Rak’aat Tahiyyyatul Wudoo after
the completion of Wudoo

A person who performs ablution and perfects his ablution, then prays
2 Rak’aat Tahiyyatul Wudoo, Jannah becomes Wajib for him.

2 & Y, % LG s, A4 4 oﬂ‘.,// o2 o P A AE L NE e . 0§88 o~
MW?)L(cegijaﬂ&Mwb:%@\dy)Jb:J\Jgéﬁe#béﬁw&s
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‘Ugbah bin Amir < narrated that the Prophet #& said: If any Muslim
performs ablution well, then stands and prays two rak'as, setting
about their performance both inwardly and outwardly, he will be
guaranteed paradise.’

fﬁm}(\k}m‘}g&@)ﬁ@bdﬂabﬂ\s»wdﬂdu%g\uf% Sﬁjad.fop
uu‘gwﬂb‘ééfgwfjwwu:JU.&&-‘Q@Q&&MQ:MQ}\}
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Abu Hurairah < narrated: At the time of the Fajr prayer the Prophet
# asked Bilal: Tell me of the best deed you did after embracing
Islam, for I heard your footsteps in front of me in Paradise. Bilal
replied, I did not do anything worth mentioning except that whenever
I performed ablution during the day or night, I prayed after that
ablution as much as was written for me.*

! Sahih Muslim: 2/349
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/549
3 Sahih Muslim: 1/155
4 Sahih Bukhari: 1/230
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Subhan Allah! How brief is the action which barely consumes time
and energy, and yet how immense is the reward!

17) Performing Hajj Mabroor

Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam and it is a mandatory act of
worship for all financially and physically capable adult Muslims at
least once in their lives. However, a Hajj Mabroor is a type of Hajj
in which a person performs Hajj whilst refraining from sinning and
pretentiousness. A person who performs such a Hajj, will be
guaranteed Jannah. Below are a few Ahadith in which the Prophet
%2 mentions the reward of Hajj in general as well as the reward of a
Hajj Mabrur:

,f\ﬁ'f’i ”” 34 ’;ljw,:rb C"U" J)‘-’ﬁé‘:“s‘“w‘ Jl’“ﬁb’fgiu’ﬂ
Abu Hurairah <% narrated: I heard the Prophet # saying: Whoever
performs Hajj for Allah’s pleasure and does not have sexual relations
with his wife, and does not do evil or sins then he will return (after
Hajj free from all sins) as if he were born anew. !

In another narration, He # said:
A 1 0 o 3500 2106 48 A Dy of i 50 f e (2

Abu Hurairah « narrated that the Prophet # said: The reward for
Hajj Mabrur (the one accepted by Allah or the one which was
performed without doing any wrong) is nothing but Paradise.’

Sf b c2d g o e (B g éﬁi\z&s;}amﬁw&upd;,ﬁy@
156 a5 : 06 Daal O L -0 J6 e g2e ¢ 80 U J6 g Eah J6 35 Tand Blagdis
tag 4 1oif\gi;ié\fur,xéé;;;togdéé\:up;sgmiwiwm Ju‘; Bafels
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! Sahih Bukhari: 1/290
2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/326
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‘Amr bin al-‘Aas said: When Allah has put Iman in my heart, I came
to the Prophet # and said: Stretch out your right hand and let me
swear allegiance to you. He stretched out his right hand, but I
clenched my hand and he said: What is the matter with you, ‘Amr? I
replied: I want to make a condition. He asked: What condition do
you make? I replied: That I should receive forgiveness. He said: Do
you not know, ‘Amr, that Islam demolishes what preceded it, that the
Hijra demolishes what preceded it, and the Pilgrimage demolishes
what preceded it.!

The last part of this Hadith indicates that Hajj expiates all previous
sins.

sl ss B as B 35 sty 45 81 oo 3 W 106 HE 1 8 iE i o8 (4
FEIASH
Ibm ‘Umar Wi @ .2 narrated that the Prophet & said: The one who

fights in the cause of Allah, and the pilgrim performing Hajj and
‘Umrah are a delegation to Allah. He invited them, so they responded

to Him, and they ask Him and He gives to them. 2
O 45 ilios o e aled £ e ) i b 3325 06 16 Wi W g5 18 3 2 (5
A ke B gl O g 8 sake

Ibm ‘Umar Wi & .z narrated that the Prophet 42 said: When you

meet a haji (on his way home) then greet him, shake hands with him
and ask him to beg forgiveness from Allah on your behalf before he
enters his home, for his prayer for forgiveness is accepted since he is
forgiven by Allah for his sins. *

S8 s WBG Ry g G GG © 3B A0 Iy 06 106 Wi (g5 B o 02 (6
Ibn ‘Abbas L= @ > narrated that the Prophet £ said: Perform Hajj

and 'Umrah consecutively; for they remove poverty and sin as the
bellows remove impurity from iron. *

! Sahih Muslim: 1/87

2 Sunan Ibn Majah: 25/3005
3 Musnad Ahmad: 2/69

4 Sunan Al-Nasa’i
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Buraidah <% narrated that the Prophet #& said: Spending on Hajj is
like spending when fighting in the path of Allah, it is multiplied 700
times. !

P 4. % 4% <
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Jabir & reports from Rasulullah % that a person who performs
Hajj will never be poor. 2

S a1 2020 ( ts wqe b es2y aa%H . il AL g L NE oy Ger Foos
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Abu Hurairah < reported that the Prophet £ said: O Allah! Forgive
the Haji as well as the one whom he seeks forgiveness for. *

18) Dying whilst having firm belief in & Y 4y

A person who firmly believes in the oneness of Allah 3 will enter
Jannah. The Kalimah % ¥4} ¥ is to affirm that there is no God except

Allah 3. One who recites this Kalimah, and has firm faith in it, will
enter Jannah. However, a person who has firm belief in Allah 3 but
disobeys His commands and engages in sins, may be punished and
thrown in the fire of hell and this will be to purify him of his sins.
Eventually, he will enter Jannah due to his firm belief in Allah &&. It
is narrated in a Hadith:

Laizal Wy 4zl @ (S ga 30wl & jaul Ot ade U ga o B2 el 1 JB )3 i e (1
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Abu Dharr & narrated: | came to the Prophet % and found him asleep
under a white sheet. When I came back to him after he had awakened,
he said: If anyone says there is no god but God and dies in that belief,
he will enter paradise. *

! Musnad Ahmad: 5/355

2 Al-Tabrani fi al-Awsat: 5/245
3 Sahih ibn Khuzaimah: 4/132

4 Sahih Muslim: 1/92-93
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Abu Bakr ibn Musa narrates from his father that I came to the
Prophet & with a few of my people and Rasulullah % said: Give glad
tidings and convey it to those behind you that he who testifies that
there is not God but Allah & and firmly believes in this, will enter
Jannah. !

NE

19) Reciting oba) & Sl ois5 &) Sl

The phrase eball & Sl sdiks & S is extremely beloved to Allah
3. Imam Bukhari concludes his Sahih with the following Hadith:
SN g olE ol b olias 0BG 8 1D e e A dtup(l
) B Sl eaizg B Ol f)‘ d olzs
Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet # said: Two words are
light on the tongue, weigh heavily in balance, and are loved by the
Most Merciful One: sl & S oaizg & Sl (Glorified is Allah and
praised is He, Glorified is Allah the Most Great). 2
L Jgury b 1806 0 ) IS Gl st T 2l J6 58 0 gy OF e (il )3 of e (2
codaty &) Sl o Y ISI El 0 1l L ) IS Gl s
Abu Dharr « reported: The Messenger of Allah # said to me: Shall
I tell you the expression that is most loved by Allah?" It is: Subhan-
Allahi wa bihamdihi (Glorified is Allah and praised is He). 3
A M e d etz bl b Bl 06 3 JB B 0T gl e (B
Jabir < narrated that the Prophet £ said: Whoever says: sl 4 dis2s

».223 will have a date palm planted for him in Paradise. *

\o§3> :><%}<§.}.¢> ><i}?><$ko oz;z>
! Musnad Ahmad: 32/370

2 Sahih Bukhari: 2/520

3 Sahih Muslim: 2/355

4 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/659
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20) One who gives the Adhaan for 12 years

The wordings of the Adhaan are brief but carry immense meaning:
1) Proof of existence of Allah &

2) Proof of monotheism and rejection of polytheism

3) Proof of the message of Rasulullah &

4) Call towards prayer

5) Call towards success

6) Declaration of entering the time of Prayer

7) Call to prayer in congregation

8) Manifestation of the signs of Islam

In the Ahadith of our beloved Prophet # we find reports that
indicate that the Mu adhin has a particular status - the like of which
no one else will have.

Al pgy sl ol bl 0l 16 28 Ll OF e ayglan o0

Mu‘awiyah < narrated that the Prophet #& said: The Mu'adhdhinun
(callers to prayer) will have the longest necks on the Day of
Resurrection. !

Some scholars have interpreted ‘long necks’ to mean that the
Mu’adhin will not feel thirsty on the Day of Judgment whilst other
people will be lowering their necks to drink water. Other scholars
have stated that this refers to the abundance of what they will see of
reward.

4 g 1l A g o B 581 03T a1 B R ) O) Legie W ) o) e ol o0
.a;“’-o,b’dwli}g)wojzusf‘}fgqs&
Ibn ‘Umar Lge & >, narrated that the Prophet £ said: Whoever calls

the Adhan for twelve years, he will be guaranteed Paradise, and for
each day sixty Hasanat (good deeds) will be recorded for him by

!'Sahih Muslim: 1/203
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virtue of his Adhan, and thirty Hasanat by virtue of his Iqgamah. !

The Islamic way of calling people towards prayers is not merely a
method of collecting them at one place for worshiping Allah, but also
serves as a means of reminding Muslims about their utmost religious
duty of carrying out Salaah. It also describes the entire Islamic faith,
pays homage to Allah 35, and portrays Salaah as the best source of
success.

21) Visiting a sick person

Based on a prophetic tradition, a Muslim has six rights over another.
Amongst these is to visit another Muslim while he is sick. It is
narrated in a Hadith:
BURFEPLA R L JUIRE FENERRSICINS £ P (NES TN Py Ay
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Ali « narrated: I heard the Prophet % saying: No Muslim will pay a
sick visit to another in the morning without seventy thousand angels
invoking blessings on him till the evening, or visit him in the evening
without seventy thousand angels invoking blessings on him till the
morning, and he will have gathered fruits (the word used here is
kharif, one of whose meanings is gathered or plucked fruits) in
Paradise. >

Another narration states:

Py b OF slia obs df (3 & T Y of Lo sle o BB Y Jgy JU 106 e 0 4f e
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet #& said: Whosoever visits

an ailing person or a brother of his to seek the Pleasure of Allah, an

announcer (angel) calls out: May you be happy, may your walking
be blessed, and may you be awarded a dignified position in Jannah.?

! Sunan Ibn Majah: 155
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 1/315
3 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/464
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22) Asking Allah 4 for Jannah three times in a day

Amongst the many ways to enter Jannah, one is to ask Allah & for
Jannah three times in a day as the Prophet % said:

Tkl alsof gll) 2t B e O bl i Jlu 2 EE I Sy JB 1 JB e e oy T e
)Lz.“ g qu-‘ ‘..g.lﬂ :JL:S\ C,JU C)‘JA OW )\.:51 OA)\:;‘:.A‘ Sol)

Anas bin Malik <% narrated that the Prophet # said: Whoever asks
Allah for Paradise three times, Paradise will say: O Allah, admit him
to Paradise. And whoever seeks protection from Hell three times, Hell
will say: O Allah, protect him from the Fire.'

Allah 35 has prepared Jannah for his loyal servants. We should
strive hard and put every effort to do those deeds that will take us to
Jannah, which include making Dua " and supplicating to Allah & for
Jannah. One can make Dua’ for Jannah in the following manner:

"ig’;-\ ,;I;,/‘ Cé! Fﬁ-ﬂ"

“O Allah, I ask you for Jannah”

This Dua’ should be recited thrice. We ask Allah & to grant all of
us Jannah (Ameen).

23) Being free from 3 things at the time of death:
Pride, Deception and Debt.

Arrogance, deception and being in a debt are things that prevent a
person from entering Jannah. Pride belongs to Allah 3 only and
none other. A person who has pride will be destroyed and punished
in the fire of hell.

Islam also strictly prohibits deception as deception is related to
Hugooq al-Ibaad (rights of others) and Allah &5 will not forgive us
unless the person whom we hurt or did injustice to forgives us.

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/537
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Taking a loan from someone is also interrelated with Hugooq al-
Ibaad. 1t is narrated in a Hadith:

SV I8 A B S8 06 4 0 Jslg OF (agie 1 g ol 5 a2 3 B e

Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al-‘Aas &g 4 .z narrated that the Prophet
% said: All the sins of a Shahid (martyr) are forgiven except debt. '

The reason for this severe consequence is because taking a loan from
someone falls under the rights of others. Nevertheless, these are the
three things — Pride, deception and debt — which a person who is free

from at the time of his death will enter Jannah. It is further reported
that the Prophet % said:

Al > cplly Jlally S M a5 say e n B2 ) gy JB 1B e OLsf 0

Thawban < narrated that the Prophet & said: Whoever dies and he
is free of three: Kibr (Pride), Ghulul (deception), and debt, he will
enter Paradise. ?

SRGRRRRRRD

24) One who performs righteous deeds (4mal Salih)

To do righteous deeds, one must obey Allah & and his Messenger
#¢ and refrain from innovations.

Righteous deeds include praying, fasting, remembering Allah
(Dhikr), reciting the Holy Qur’an, having Tagwaa, paying Zakaat,
performing Hajj etc.

One extremely important condition of doing righteous deeds is to do
them for the sake of Allah & only and to attain His pleasure. There
are numerous verses in the Qur’an that give glad tidings of Jannah
to those who perform righteous deeds.

S g o a8 S B BT bl s 15T il 5 (1

! Al-Mustadrak ‘Ala al-Sahihain”2/130
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 1/419




100

WAYS TO ENTER JANNAH

“And give good tidings to those who believe and do righteous deeds
that they will have gardens [in Paradise] beneath which rivers

flow.” !
BgNls b o B Sl S5l Sl 15kt 15T Gl (2

“And they who believe and do righteous deeds — those are the
companions of Paradise; they will abide therein eternally”. ?

B o5 4 s Y1 Gk o 5 s ol SUal shess 130T s (3
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“But the ones who believe and do righteous deeds — We will admit
them to gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide
forever. [It is] the promise of Allah, [which is] truth, and who is more
truthful than Allah in statement.”’

O3 g b Gl Silsl \gas J) G SIS Y el 1kes 15T Gl (4

“But those who believed and did righteous deeds — We charge no
soul except [within] its capacity. Those are the companions of
Paradise; they will abide therein eternally.” *

o S 3 Y g e 0Bl B et el 1sha 15T 5l Oy (5

“Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds — their
Lord will guide them because of their faith. Beneath them rivers will
flow in the Gardens of Pleasure”. °

A5 a3 i B B SIS el tskeds 15T Gl &y (6

“Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds — they
will have the Gardens of Paradise as a lodging” °

gt Vo g 0 ) SY1 G e s, F s el 1skes 15T Gl s A By (7

! Surah Al-Bagarah: 25
2 Surah Al-Baqarah: 82
3 Surah Al-Nisaa: 122
4 Surah Al-A’raaf: 42

3> Surah Yunus: 9

¢ Surah Al-Kahf: 107
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“Indeed, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous deeds
to gardens beneath which rivers flow. Indeed, Allah does what He

intends”. !
o S B ot 1sheds 15T i &) (8

“Indeed, those who believe and do righteous deeds — for them are
the Gardens of Pleasure.” ?
Lol St oflb el 1gleds 15T Gl 6T (9

“As for those who believed and did righteous deeds, for them will be
the Gardens of Refuge as accommodation for what they used to do.”’

0 g Gl Y1 s 58 D sl B sty i il o5 (10

“And whoever believes in Allah and does righteousness — He will
admit him into gardens beneath which rivers flow to abide therein
forever.” *

25) Jihaad for the sake of Allah i£ only

Another way to enter Jannah, is to strive in the path of Allah &5, as
He states:

- a3 o iy Do Nip 5 (bl ankily LAIGED 1 o 193805 19508 15T G
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“The ones who have believed, emigrated and striven in the cause of
Allah with their wealth and their lives are greater in rank in the sight
of Allah. And it is those who are the attainers [of success]. Their
Lord gives them good tidings of Mercy from Him and approval ana
of gardens for them wherein is enduring pleasure. [They will be]
abiding therein forever. Indeed, Allah has with Him a great
reward”.”’

! Surah Al-Hajj: 14

2 Surah Lugman: 8

3 Surah Al-Sajdah: 19

4 Surah Al-Talaaq: 11

5 Surah Al-Tawbah: 20-22
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Below are a few verses pertaining to the topic:
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“Not equal are those believers remaining [at home] — other than the
disabled — and the mujahideen, [who strive and fight] in the cause of
Allah with their wealth and their lives. Allah has preferred the
mujahideen through their wealth and their lives over those who
remain [behind], by degrees. And to all [ie., both] Allah has
promised the best [reward]. But Allah has preferred the mujahideen
over those who remain [behind] with a great reward. Degrees [of
high position] from Him and forgiveness and mercy. And Allah is
ever Forgiving and Merciful .’

et G agd B3ed Clig 3 RS &1 e 8 0 385 (2

“And he who fights in the cause of Allah and is killed or achieves
victory — We will bestow upon him a great reward”. *

Salidly Oais B J 3 gl 11 b B Sy 2T Gyl o i 0 5y (B
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“Indeed, Allah has purchased from the believers their lives and their
properties [in exchange] for that they will have Paradise. They fight
in the cause of Allah, so they kill and are killed. [1t is] a true promise
[binding] upon Him in the Torah and the Gospel and the Qur’an.
And who is truer to his covenant than Allah? So rejoice in your
transaction which you have contracted. And it is that which is the
great attainment”. 3

S Sy aSiial o 197 Oy 15T sl @il 6 (4

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you

4

and plant firmly your feet”.

! Surah Al-Nisaa: 95-96
2 Surah Al-Nisaa: 74

3 Surah Al-Tawbah: 111
4 Surah Muhammad: 7
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“The believers are only the ones who have believed in Allah and His

Messenger and then doubt not but strive with their properties and
their lives in the cause of Allah. It is those who are the truthful . '
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“O you who have believed, shall I guide you to a transaction that
will save you from a painful punishment? [It is that] you believe in
Allah and His Messenger and strive in the cause of Allah with your
wealth and your lives. That is best for you, if you only knew. He will
forgive for you your sins and admit you to gardens beneath which

rivers flow and pleasant dwellings in gardens of perpetual residence.
That is the great attainment.” *

Many Ahadith also emphasise the reward of Jihaad:
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Abu Hurairah < narrated: I heard the Prophet # saying: The
example of a Mujahid in Allah’s Cause-and Allah knows better who
really strives in His Cause-is like a person who fasts and prays
continuously. Allah guarantees that He will admit the Mujahid in
His Cause into Paradise if he is killed, otherwise He will return him
to his home safely with rewards and war booty. *

\3.\;4‘);;;3653 [ HE B s s el e Bk 02 (2
’ / i LS:LM:}",JJ QtJA\S;i.“ 573 \:‘c]a.mi':}ﬁ
! Surah Al-Hujuraat: 15

2 Surah Al-Saff: 10-13
3 Sahih Bukhari: 1/496
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Abu Hurairah # narrated: A man came to the Messenger of Allah
#2 and said: Tell me of an action that is equal to Jihad. He said: I
cannot. When the Mujahid goes out, can you enter the Masjid and
stand in prayer and never rest, and fast and never break your fast? He
said' Who can do that.!
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Abu Hurairah <« narrated that the Prophet & said: Whoever believes
in Allah and His Apostle, offers prayer perfectly and fasts the month
of Ramadan, will rightfully be granted Paradise by Allah, no matter
whether he fights in Allah's Cause or remains in the land where he
is born. The people said: O Allah’s Messenger #£! Shall we acquaint
the people with this good news? He said: Paradise has one-hundred
grades which Allah has reserved for the Mujahidin who fight in His
Cause, and the distance between each of two grades is like the
distance between the Heaven and the Earth. So, when you ask Allah
(for something), ask for Al-Firdaus which is the best and highest part
of Paradise. (The sub-narrator added, I think the Prophet also said:
Above it (i.e. Al-Firdaus) is the Throne of Beneficent (i.e. Allah),
and from it originate the rivers of Paradise. 2
5 405 81 o 5 36T R Y g o ol 106 38 0 O 8 e 3t f 0 (4
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet & said: By Him in Whose
Hands my soul is! Whoever is wounded in Allah’s Cause and Allah
knows well who gets wounded in His Cause, will come on the Day
of Resurrection with his wound having the color of blood but the
scent of musk.’
&9&13@37\&,237“&’/53 | i e M Jy2 36 J6 s 3h S e B
J6 6 6 2 g o oKes il B A0Sl O ks o 545 2y Bty LG5
! Sahih Bukhari: 1/497

2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/497
3 Sahih Bukhari: 1/499
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Abu Hurairah <« narrated that the Prophet #z said: Allah guarantees
that he who goes out to fight in His way believing in Him and
affirming the truth of His Messenger, will either be admitted to Jannah
or will be brought back to his home (safely) from where he has set out,
with whatever reward or share of booty he may have gained. By Him
in Whose Hand Muhammad's soul is, if a person is wounded in the
way of Allah, he will come on the Day of Resurrection with his wound
in the same condition as it was on the day when he received it; its
colour will be the colour of blood but its smell will be the smell of
musk. By Him in Whose Hand Muhammad's soul is, if it were not to
be too hard upon the Muslims, I would not lag behind any expedition
to fight in the Cause of Allah, but I have neither abundant means to
provide them conveyance (horses) nor all other Muslims have it, and
it will be hard on them to remain behind when I go forth (for Jihad).
By Him in Whose Hand Muhammad's soul is, I love to fight in the
way of Allah and get killed, to fight again and get killed and to fight
again and get killed. '

SHELRS ¥ WA JAT BT - INURN - P (N R NP B S
Abdul Rahman bin Jubair < narrated that the Prophet # said:
Anyone whose both feet get covered with dust in Allah’s cause will
not be touched by the (Hell) fire. >
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Sahl bin Sa‘d al-Saa‘idi «#¢ narrated that the Prophet # said:
Observing Ribat (e.g., guarding the Islamic frontier for the sake of
Allah) for a single day is far better than the world and all that it

contains. A place in Jannah as small as the whip of your horse is far
better than the world and all that it contains. An endeavour (fighting)

! Sahih Muslim: 2/141-142
2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/500
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in the Cause of Allah in the evening or in the morning is far better
than the world and all that it contains.’

26) Spreading the greetings of Salaam (greeting)

Allah & has instructed a Muslim to greet another Muslim with
peace when meeting each other, as He states:

N 5 Jf@; O Ofs ag3) o Lgre et Loty s 1305

“And when you are greeted, respond with a better greeting or at least

similarly. Surely Allah is a (vigilant) Reckoner of all things”. *

This means when you are greeted with " «Sds 231" then reply with
"d a9 et (Se o', If someone greets you with "dl a5 oSide aSlt”
then reply with" «1Sy 5 & i, 5 25t (ke 5 . By doing this, you are
responding to a greeting with a better greeting.

Greeting one another with Salaam is an attribute of the people of
Jannah. Allah 35 describes their greeting in the Qur’an:

P g iy
“And their greeting will be, Peace!””

Islam has urged mankind to spread Salaam and the one who initiates
the greetings of peace is the better person. Hence, we should not wait
for others to greet us first, rather be the first ourselves to greet them.
It is narrated in a Hadith:
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Abu Umamah Suday bin ‘Ajlan al-Bahili < narrated that the Prophet
%2 said: Those who are the best in the sight of Allah are those who
are first to give Salaam. *

! Sahih Bukhari: 1/512

2 Surah Al-Nisaa: 86

3 Surah Yunus: 10

4 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/365
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Furthermore, people who spread Salaam have been given glad

tidings of Jannah:

Iskoy plaball fganbly sl 158 1 ol Ll 1y B8 1 Jguy cone 1JB o oDl oy M e 0
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Abdullah bin Salam < said: I heard the Prophet #£ saying: O people,
exchange greetings of peace (i.e., say: As-Salamu 'Alaikum to one
another), feed people, strengthen the ties of kinship, and be in prayer
when others are asleep, you will enter Jannah in peace. !

Subhan Allah! Just by merely spreading Salaam one can enter
Jannah in peace.

27) Feeding the poor

Feeding the poor is also a great deed which leads a person to Jannah.
Allah 35 states:

e st Uos 5 (5 gl Ogunkl

“And they give food—despite their desire for it—to the poor, the

orphan, and the captive”. *

This verse refers to the people of Jannah who feed the poor in this
world. The best of people are those who feed the poor as Bukhari
narrates a Hadith:

¢Sl Ty plalall alss JB e pSuY) 5T HE o Sl Sy Of Logie &) ) g0 o A e 0
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Abdullah bin ‘Amr L & 2, said: A man asked the Prophet #&: What

(sort of) deeds in or (what qualities of) Islam are good?" He replied,
"To feed (the poor) and greet those whom you know and those whom
you don't know. 3

' Musnad Ahmad: 39/201
2 Surah Al-Insaan: 8
3 Sahih Bukhari: 1/62
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Another Hadith states:
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Abdullah bin Salam <% said: [ heard the Prophet #& saying: O people,
exchange greetings of peace (i.e., say: As-Salamu 'Alaikum to one
another), feed people, strengthen the ties of kinship, and be in prayer
when others are asleep, you will enter Jannah in peace. !

28) Prayving Tahajjud

Tahajjud refers to the prayer performed at night. Our Sheikh
Maulana Ashfaq (R.A) used to say that performing Tahjjud prayers
is the first step of Wilayah (Friendship with Allah). If a person wants
to get closer to Allah 3, he should perform the Tahajjud prayer with
punctuality. This prayer is special as it is performed at a time when
people are deep asleep. A person gets up from his sleep to stand in
front of his Creator, he performs ablution, stands long in recitation,
and prolongs his Rukoo’ and Sujood. In his prayer, there is no
showing off as it is performed in the darkness of the night when no
one else can see him. This is the time in which Allah & descends to
the first heaven and fulfills the needs of His servants.

Abu Hurairah and Abu Sa‘eed L & >, report a Hadith:

Jn & S 5 g5 gt A Gy e B 0,05 06 V6 L b Lo B ol e of 0
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Abu Sa‘eed al-Khudri and Abu Hurairah g & >, said: The Prophet

# said: Allah provides respite until, when half or two thirds of the
night had passed, He says: My slave does not ask of anyone other
than Me. Whoever calls upon Me, I will answer him; whoever asks
of Me, I will give him; whoever asks My forgiveness, I will forgive
him, until dawn comes. >

! Musnad Ahmad: 39/201
2 Sahih Muslim: 1/309
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Those who get up and pray to Allah & at this time of the night, are
indeed very fortunate. They put strain on their eyes in this world
whilst Allah 3 has prepared for them a great reward in the hereafter,
as He states:

o G e i i S0 D gakd (AT (5 Wb Bt (B Dpea qrlall o B g Uonid
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“They abandon their beds, invoking their Lord with hope and fear,
and donate from what We have provided for them. No soul can
imagine what delights are kept in store for them as a reward for what
they used to do”. '

Allah 35 also states that these are the people who spend their
nights in Sujood:

s 1A o) O il
“They are the ones who spend a good portion of the night,

prostrating themselves and standing before their Lord”. ?

We find numerous virtues pertaining to praying 7ahajjud in the
Ahadith of Rasulullah .

Below are a few:
JeU 8 g dl) s DY il B A Jgeny JB 1 JB i 58 gl e (1

Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet 2 said: The most excellent
prayer after that which is obligatory is the (voluntary) late night
prayer.3
Sl 5855 ¢y o2 3ais &1 0y 8 D i By I Gtilan s 85 gl i o0 (2
azd 2 I8 55y
Hold fast to Qiyam al-Lail, for it is the practice of the righteous
before you, and indeed Qiyam al-Lail is a means of nearness to
Allah, a means of prevention from sin, an expiation for bad deeds,
and a barrier for the body against disease. 4

! Surah Alif-Laam-Meem Sajdah: 16-17
2 Surah Al-Furqaan: 64

3 Sahih Muslim: 1/431

* Sunan Tirmidhi: 48/180
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The Hadith above highlights four important things:

1) Standing up for prayer at night was the practice of the righteous
people.

2) By performing Tahajjud prayers, a person can attain the Qurb
(nearness) to Allah 3.

3) It is a means to expiate one’s sins.

4) It also prevents a person from sinning.

P Layebs o Uislaly Uilay oo Laype (s 0 2kt 3 0f 18 ) Jyuny JU 26 5 o 0 (B
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‘Ali # narrated that the Prophet % said: In Paradise, there are
chambers of which the inside can be seen from the outside and the
outside can be seen from the inside. A Bedouin said: O Messenger
of Allah % who are they for? He said: For the one who speaks kind
words, feeds people and prays to Allah at night when people are
asleep. !

May Allah & grant us the ability to perform the Tahajjud prayers
with punctuality.

29) Memorizing the 99 names of Allah 4

Allah 35 has 99 names and these names are known as “Asmaa al-
Husnaa”. These are names through which Allah & accepts Duas and
additionally, the one who memorizes them will enter Jannah. Abu
Hurairah <% narrates that the Prophet % said:

A2 55 wlast a 1oty ) B B Gy Bas & O 06 48 B0 025 OF s B3 f 22

Abu Hurairah <% narrated that the Prophet & said: Allah has ninety-
nine Names, one hundred less one; and he who memorized them all
by heart will enter Paradise. >

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/531
2 Sahih Bukhari: 2/475
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The aforementioned Hadith informs us that a person who memorizes
these 99 names will enter Jannah. However, there are also benefits
of these names in this life as well. Scholars have written the benefits
of these glorious names as well as the recitation of some specific
names repeatedly.

Below are a few benefits:

)]
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)
7)
8)
9)

A pathway to entering Jannah.

Being acquainted with Allah .

A source for our prayers being accepted.
One who recites these names, becomes beloved to Allah 3.

One who recites them will be relieved from difficulties and
calamities.

By reciting these names, no harm can come to its reciter.
It improves one’s financial situation.
Reading it will also have a positive effect on one’s children.

It is also a means to be cured from illnesses.
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30) Refraining from committing major sins

A person who commits major sins may be punished in the fire of
hell. There are many types of major sins. A few of them include:

1) Polytheism

2) Disobeying the parents
3) Practicing magic

4) Killing someone unjustly

5) Consuming interest
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6) Consuming the wealth of an orphan

7) Fleeing from battle

8) Accusing a chaste woman of committing adultery
9) Having arrogance

10) Gossiping

11) Severing the ties on kinship

12) Drinking alcohol

13) Committing adultery

14) Homosexuality

15) Reminding others of favours done to them

16) Wearing pants, or garments that hang below the ankles
17) Backbiting

18) Lying

19) Giving a false testimony

20) Women imitating men

21) Men imitating women

22) Listening to music

23) Not praying

24) Not paying Zakaat

25) Not fasting

26) Not performing Hajj once it becomes compulsory
27) Gambling

28) Wife being disrespectful towards her husband
29) Cheating and being deceptive

30) Taking false oaths
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There are many other major sins which are not mentioned here.
Anyone who abstains from committing a major sin will enter
Jannah, as Allah 3 mentions in His glorious book:

G (Sl (S (S iS5 bk 05 LS 15 )

“If you avoid the major sins forbidden to you, We will absolve you

of your misdeeds and admit you into a place of honour”. !

31) Fasting, performing Salatul Janazah (funeral
prayer), feeding a poor person and visiting a sick
person in one day.

A person who can perform the four good deeds mentioned above in
one day is indeed extremely fortunate. Such a person is given glad
tiding of Jannah, as Rasulullah %z has stated in a Hadith:

“
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Abu Hurairah <% narrated that the Prophet # asked: Who amongst
you is fasting today? Abu Bakr said: I am. He (again) said: Who
amongst you followed a funeral procession today? Abu Bakr said: I
did. He (the Prophet) again said: Who amongst you served food to
the needy? Abu Bakr said: I did. He (again) said: Who amongst you
has today visited the sick? Abu Bakr said: I did. Thereupon Allah’s
Messenger # said: Anyone in whom (these good deeds) are
combined will certainly enter Paradise. 2

! Surah Al-Nisaa: 31
2 Sahih Muslim: 1/388
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32) Obeying Allah 4 and His Messenger i

A person who obeys Allah & and His Messenger # will be
successful in this life as well as the hereafter. He will be under the
Mercy of Allah &5 and be successful in every aspect of life, and
ultimately, the reward in the hereafter will be Jannah. Allah 35
states:

kst (9 51 id Ay D oed a5 (1
“And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, has truly achieved a
great triumph”. !
O oK Dty A 154005 (2
“Obey Alldh and the Messenger, so you may be shown mercy.””
- a3 o) Snialls ) s gl 1 ol Gl 35 815 iy B ) 5 (3
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“And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger, will be in the
company of those blessed by Allah: the prophets, the people of truth,
the martyrs, and the righteous—what honourable company!” 3

e e e

“Say, (O Prophet) “If you love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love
you and forgive your sins. For Allah is All-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.”*

Gagh (480 gy D1 1505 (5

“And obey Allah and His Messenger if you are true believers.”

Og U b S5l ity B (ks gy D1 olad 145 (6

!'Surah Al-Ahzaab: 71
2 Surah Aal-Imran: 132
3 Surah Al-Nisa: 69

4 Surah Aal-Imran: 31
> Surah Al-Anfaal: 1
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“For whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, and fears Allah and
is mindful of Him, then it is they who will truly triumph.

el o S35 g G U1 8 o 5 S s gy D oL oty (7
“Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, will be admitted into

Gardens under which rivers flow, to stay there forever. That is the
ultimate triumph!” *

There are numerous other verses in the Holy Qur’an that discuss the
rewards of those who obey Allah 35 and His Messenger #&.

There are also many Ahadith in which the Prophet % mentions the
rewards of those who obey Allah & and His Messenger 4.

Imam Bukhari narrates:

Sl ooy () Jgery b o1y o o V) asd gl ol 5706 HE A1 Jpe, OF i 50 ol e
.df 4B slas i ekl s sé.onf o B

Abu Hurairah % narrated that the Prophet # said: Every one of my

Ummah will enter Jannah except those who refuse. He was asked:

Who will refuse? He #& said: Whoever obeys me, shall enter Jannah,
and whosoever disobeys me, refuses to (enter Jannah). 3

33) Possessing Tagwaa

The word Tagwaa is a common word which is used frequently and
often translated as piety, god-consciousness, and fear of Allah 3.
However, Tagwaa is defined in two ways:

1) Fulfilling the commands of Allah & and staying away from the
prohibitions.

2) To fulfil the rights of Allah 35 as well as the rights of others.

This refers to Hugooq Allah and Hugooq al-1baad. In general, many
people try their absolute best to fulfil the rights of Allah & however,
when it comes to the rights of others, such as their spouses, their

! Surah Al-Noor: 52
2 Surah Al-Nisaa: 13
3 Sahih Bukhari: 2/659
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children, their parents, their relatives or even their neighbours, they
become neglectful. A quality of a person who possesses Tagwaa is
that he fulfils both rights, the rights of Allah and the rights of others.
Such a person is given glad tidings of Jannah as well as freedom
from the fire of hell.

There are many virtues and benefits of acquiring Tagwaa. Some of
them include:

1) The best garment is the garment of Tagwaa
The clothing of the righteous servants of Allah 3 is that of Tagwaa.
Allah 35 states: L

5 b sy s

“But the clothing of righteousness — that is best”. !

In order to be from amongst such people, one should fulfil the
commandments of Allah &, stay away from all those things He has
prohibited us from, fulfil the rights of Allah &5 and fulfil the rights
of others.

2) Through Tagwaa, one becomes a Wali (friend) of Allah d5.
Tagwaa is a sign of being amongst the friends of Allah && (Awliyaa
Allah), as Allah 35 states:

O3 19153 19T ) D33 ob Y3 wgele 25 ¥ 1 2dsf &y Y

“Unquestionably, [for] the allies of Allah there will be no fear
concerning them, nor will they grieve. Those who believed and were
fearing Allah”?

3) Divine companionship is obtained through Tagwaa

Obtaining the companionship of Allah 3 is the greatest of all.
Tagwaa leads to His companionship, as Allah & states:

s ga d G vgalory dn 148515
“And fear Allah and know that Allah is with those who fear Him ">
! Surah Al-A’raaf: 26

2 Surah Yunus: 62-63
3 Surah Al-Baqarah: 194
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4) Allah 3% loves those who possess Tagwaa

Those who possess Tagwaa are indeed amongst those who are
beloved to Allah 35, as He states:

Gl S d b

“Then indeed, Allah loves those who fear Him”.!
It is further narrated in a Hadith:
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Abu Hurairah « narrated that the Prophet & said: If Allah loves a
person, He calls Jibreel, saying: Allah loves so and so, O Jibreel love
him! So, Jibreel would love him and then would make an
announcement in the Heavens: Allah has loved so and-so therefore
you should love him also. So all the dwellers of the Heavens would
love him, and then he is granted the pleasure of the people on the
earth.

5) Divine knowledge is bestowed upon those who possess

Tagwaa

Divine knowledge is bestowed upon those who possess Tagwaa and

with this knowledge, they can differentiate between the permissible

and impermissible (Halal and Haram) as well as the truth and

falsehood (Haqq and Batil). If a person has no knowledge of religion,

how can he follow the laws of Shari’ah?

Allah 3% states: o »
A GSGdads L 158315

“And fear Allah. And Allah teaches you .’

6) Tagwaa is a means for expiation of sins as well as earning
great reward.

This is evident from the following verse:
et a5 s e A G s
“And whoever fears Allah — He will remove for him his misdeeds and
! Surah: Aal-‘Imran: 76

2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/569
3 Surah Al-Baqarah: 282
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make great for him his reward”. !

7) All matters become easy through Tagwaa
There are numerous difficulties and calamities that befall upon us

throughout our lifetime. A person who possesses Tagwaa, Allah 35
removes his difficulties, as He states:

T ol o 4 A2 B G

“And whoever fears Allah — He will make for him of his matter

ease”’

8) Increase in sustenance through Tagwaa

The possessor of Tagwaa has his sustenance increased by Allah 35
in ways he could not even possibly imagine. Allah % says:

it ¥ S o By A A RE D B 0

"And whoever fears Allah, He will make for him a way out and will

provide for him from where he does not expect .

9) Taqwaa leads to success

The success a person earns through Tagwaa is the success in this life
as well as the next.

Allah 35 states:

RUPOT (.'Q.d A 15515

“And fear Allah that you may succeed”. *

10) The Mercy of Allah &5 descends upon he who possesses
Taqwaa

Allah 3 bestows His mercy upon those who possess Tagwaa and
this mercy remains with him in this life, at the time of his death, in
his grave and on the Day of Judgement as well.

Allah & further asserts: ) e
P oSI& 148515

! Surah Al-Talaq: 5

2 Surah Al-Talagq: 4

3 Surah Al-Talaq: 2-3

4 Surah Al-Baqarah: 189
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“And fear Allah that you may receive mercy”. !

These were only a few benefits of possessing Tagwaa. However, the
greatest benefit and ultimate reward is Jannah.

There are many verses in the Qur’an that mention the reward of
those who have Tagwaa. Below are a few of them:

Oy s g il & (1

“Indeed, the righteous will be among gardens and springs”. °

i b BN 8 B (2
“And Paradise will be brought near to the righteous, not far”. >
Ot it ool it 3 i 8 3

“Indeed, the righteous will be in a secure place, within gardens and

springs”. *
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“Indeed, the righteous will be among gardens and pleasure”.’

xdl) 313 4ad3 (5
“And how excellent is the home of the righteous”. °

55 81 3y 5 1 ol G (6

“But those who feared their Lord will be driven to Paradise in

groups”.”

gl e 631 1 1 (7

“Is the description of Paradise, which the righteous are promised”.

! Surah Al-Hujurat: 10

2 Surah Al-Dhariyat: 15

3 Surah Qaaf: 31

4 Surah Al-Dukhaan: 51-52
5 Surah Al-Tur: 17

% Surah Al-Nahl: 30

7 Surah Al-Zumar: 73

8 Surah Muhammad: 15
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34) Staying firm in believing in the Oneness of Allah
3 (Ageedah Tawheed)

Tawheed is the indivisible oneness concept of monotheism in Islam.
Ageedah Tawheed is Islam’s central and single most important
concept, upon which a Muslim's entire religious adherence rests.
Additionally, being firm in this belief will lead a person to Jannah.
The Prophet # states in a Hadith:

Y)Y (STgn g SHE A gy JB Dol o ) demw G 2

Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudri < narrated that the Prophet #£ said: Exhort
your dying men to recite: La ilaha ill Allah (There is no true god
except Allah). !

Furthermore, the Prophet % has stated:
Akl oo Y] )Y S 5T O e B A gy JU 1B e Jur o Blae e

Mu‘aadh bin Jabal «# narrated that the Prophet & said: Whoever dies
with the last words (whose meaning is): There is none worthy of
worship but Allah, will enter Paradise.

All of our good deeds are based on our Tawheed. If a person does
not have the correct Ageedah, irrespective of how many good deeds
he performs, they will not be accepted by Allah 5.

Below are a few benefits of staying firm on Ageedah Tawheed:
1) All difficulties of this life and the hereafter are resolved.
2) Protection from the fire of hell.

3) Entering Jannabh.

4) Become beloved to Allah 5.

5) Be worthy of the intercession of the Prophet #z.

6) Tawheed is the root of virtues.

7) It is a source to happiness and wealth.

8) A source for expiation of sins.

9) Become the most virtuous person in the sight of Allah 5.
10) The way to a good ending (death on Imaan).

!'Sahih Muslim: 1/355
2 Al-Mustadrak Lil Hakim: 1/503
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Allah 35 states:
VJ@“ et 19,53 15538 ¥ 1506 3T Eiml ele J5E5 1 galial ;- R AL u,.m &)
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“Surely those who say: Our Lord is Allah, and then remain steadfast,
the angels descend upon them: Do not fear, nor grieve, rather,
rejoice in the good news of Paradise, which you have been

promised”.!

35) Reciting Surah al-Ikhlaas 10 times in a day

Surah Al-Ikhlaas is in fact Surah Al-Tawheed. In it, Tawheed, the
essence of the Almighty and the attributes of the Almighty are
described in a very comprehensive manner. There are numerous
virtues of its recitation. It is reported in a Hadith:
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Hazrat ‘Aaishah s & >, narrated that the Messenger of Allah #&
sent a man in charge of an expedition and he would recite for his
Companions during their prayer, ending (recitation) with % 34 35 }
{3+iSay: He is Allah, One. When they returned mention was made of

it to the Messenger of Allah # . He (the Holy Prophet) told them to
ask him why he had done like that. So they asked him and he said:
Verily, it is an attribute of the Compassionate One, and (for this
reason) I love to recite it. The Messenger of Allah #& thereupon said:
Inform him that Allah loves him. 2

In another narration, the Prophet % said:
L) elo of (8B "l M ga 5 "l ode ol af Tl gy b JB Sy O (il e
) els o

! Surah Ha Meem Sajdah: 30
2 Sahih Muslim: 6/318
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Anas < narrated: A man said: O Messenger of Allah! I love Surah-
Al-Ikhlaas [Say: He is Allah, (the) One]. He # said: Your love for
it will admit you to Jannah. !

Another virtue of reciting this beautiful Surah is that a person who
recites it ten times will have a palace prepared for him in Jannah,
as Imam Ahmad narrates in his Musnad that the Prophet £ stated:

Sl o st g (G20 38 ) 5 o JBHE ) o A oo seb) o Slae 0
ST & gy JU B gy b Sl 13 sl Ol oy e JUS 2 (3 Fuad & A
il

Mu‘aadh bin Anas al-Juhani <« narrated that the Prophet #£ said: If
anyone recites Surah al-Ikhlaas ten times, a palace will be built for
him in Paradise because of it. ‘Umar « said: Then we will recite it
many more times. The Prophet % said: Allah has the most and the
best reward. 2

According to some scholars, the above narration is classified weak
however, the use of weak Hadith to encourage virtues is acceptable
by many scholars. Furthermore, this narration is supported by other
narrations.

36) Reciting Surah al-Mulk

There are many benefits of Surah al-Mulk which include protection
from the punishment of the grave. Surah al-Mulk will also intercede
on behalf of its reciter until it enters him into Jannah. The Prophet
%2 did not sleep until he recited Surah al-Mulk as well as Surah al-
Sajdah.
o 1 add assl g Lemlo o8 ol OT o Sye B M Jguny JU 1 J6 il il 0
ROV ody gs.l.“
Anas < reported that the Prophet % said: There is a Surah in the

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/582
2 Musnad Ahmad: 24/376
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Qur’an which will fight on behalf of its reciter until he is entered in
Jannah: Tabarak Alladhi biyadihil Mulk (Surah al-Mulk). !

37) Reciting Ayatul Kursi after every obligatory
prayer

Ayatul Kursi is one of the greatest verses of the Holy Qur’an. It is
known as the master of all verses as it entails (Ism A’dham) the
greatest name of Allah 3% through which all Duas are accepted. The
Shaytaan also flees from a house in which this verse is recited.

Amongst the many virtues of this verse, one is to recite it after every
obligatory prayer and he who recites it after every obligatory prayer
will enter Jannah, as the Prophet 4& said:

J,s;o,wg‘lag,&swyﬁ;gwﬂmﬂi;y : %&\JﬁJJBJG%LMQ{y
gk, OF NI dad
Abu Umamabh < reported that the Prophet #& said: Whoever recites

Ayat al-Kursi at the end of every obligatory prayer, nothing but death
will prevent him from entering Paradise.

o ) o

38) Praying Salaah with congregation for 40 days
without missing the first Takbeer

Prayer is one of the most important pillars of Islam. The first question
that we will be asked on the Day of Judgment is about the Prayer. It
is incumbent upon us to ensure we perform our prayers correctly and
try our absolute best to pray in congregation. The Qur’an emphasises
on establishing prayer and the establishment of prayer is achieved by
praying in congregation. Furthermore, we are instructed to perform
our prayers in congregation in mosques.

! Ad dur al-Manthoor fi al-Tafseer bi al-Ma’thoor: 8/231
2 Sunan al-Kubra li al-Nasaa’i: 9/44
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There are many spiritual and external (Zahir and Batin) benefits of
Salaah that is performed in congregation:

1) Love and affection between Muslims increases

2) Worship of Allah 5 is performed collectively

3) Muslims getting to know each other’s situations by meeting
regularly in mosques

4) Introduction to one another

5) Demonstration of the strength and power of the believers

6) Educational benefits

7) In the congregation, rich and poor, high and low, all stand shoulder
to shoulder. It is the best scene of mankind's equality.

8) Increase in reward

9) Da’'wah (call) to Allah & is demonstrated verbally and practically

There are many other virtues for praying in congregation found in
Ahadith, particularly for a person who performs Salaah in
congregation for 40 days without missing the first Takbeer. It is
reported in a Hadith:

(AW 3 By asle 3 Uy o)l & oo 0 1B A Jguny JB 1 JB e Sl oy Wl e
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Anas bin Malik < reported that the Prophet # said: Whoever
performs Salat for Allah for forty days in congregation, catching the

first Takbir, two absolutions are written for him: absolution from the
Fire, and absolution from the Fire, and absolution from hypocrisy. !

The meaning of absolution from the fire of hell is that Allah & will
enter such a person to Jannah.

sou ow ma whe J»; . J»# =
DOV OD

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 1/159
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39) Speaking the truth

Speaking the truth is a sign of a true believer. Allah 35 has
commanded the believers to speak the truth, as He states:

aBslall 15555 B 15 15T il @i
“O believers! Be mindful of Allah and be with the truthful . '

All the companions of the Rasulullah % were amongst those who
were truthful.

Below are a few benefits of always speaking the truth:
1) Speaking the truth leads to righteousness

B ) da B 8 5 3 ) o B3N 3 106 88 g 5 e e 2
Abdullah < reported that the Prophet #z said: Truthfulness leads to
righteousness, and righteousness leads to Paradise.

2) A cure for hypocrisy

3) Speaking the truth protects a person from difficulties. If a person
tells a lie, and he eventually gets caught telling that lie, he will face
consequences and difficulties. By speaking the truth, one will never
face such situations.

4) Speaking the truth will lead a person to do good deeds
5) One who always speaks the truth will have a good ending
6) Allah &5 bestows wisdom on the one who speaks the truth

7) A person becomes trustworthy amongst the community and earns
the respect of people by always speaking the truth

15) Speaking the truth leads to blessings in one’s Rizq
(sustenance)

9) Speaking the truth leads to the contentment of the soul and
conscience

10) A person speaking the truth will have his name written amongst
the Siddeeq (those who are truthful).

! Surah Al-Tawbah: 119
2 Sahih Bukhari: 2/427
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The biggest benefit of being truthful is entering Jannah, as Allah 35
mentions:
A g Gals Y1 G e o F S (B iBu (ol pdg g b 1 6
“Allah will say: This is the Day when the truthful will benefit from
their truthfulness. For them are gardens [in Paradise] beneath
which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever”. !
JB 2l e Wl & Jgury b 1l 5B I ) sl Sy Of Lagie ) oy gpae o 1 s 0
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Abdullah bin ‘Umar Lgs & >, reported that a man came to the

Prophet %= and asked: What is the deed of the people of Jannah? He
%4 replied: Speaking the truth. *

40) Protecting the gaze

Protecting the gaze is extremely important. Failure to do so, leads to
other major sins. A sin which is as serious as adultery, can start with
something as simple as a gaze. Ahmad Shawqi, an Egyptian poet
once said:

A look, then a smile and greeting..... Followed by talking, dating,
and then meeting.

The Prophet % has stated in a Hadith:
s 3 - 4 g L) ol B e ST e ] plems g0 pranes g 3230

Certainly [an evil glance] is a poisoned arrow from Iblis. Whosoever
leaves it out of fear for me I will replace him with such Iman whose
sweetness he will find in his heart.3

! Surah Al-Maa’idah: 119
2 Musnad Ahmad: 11/216
3 Majma’ al-Zawa’id lil Haythami: 8/63
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Failure to protect the gaze leads to the following disadvantages:
1) It weakens the heart

2) A person starts becoming forgetful
3) It can lead to disasters

4) Good deeds are ruined

5) One becomes far from Allah 35

6) One becomes oblivious to the hereafter

Lowering the gaze has many benefits:
1) The heart remains pure

2) Protection from regret

3) It brings light (Noor) to the heart

4) Contentment

5) Protection from immoralities and desires
6) Sharpness of the mind

7) Closeness (Qurb) towards Allah &

8) Become beloved to Allah &

9) Protection from the fire of hell

10) Become the real inheritor of religion

Apart from the above-mentioned benefits, the ultimate benefit and
reward for protecting the gaze is Jannah, as the Prophet #£ said:

it 13) gl 13l (S aol (oSl o Lt § Igiasl 16 HE (1 O o cnlo o B3Le 0
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‘Ubadah bin Samit «% reported that the Prophet #& said: Guarantee
for me six deeds and I will guarantee for you Paradise: Be truthful
when you speak, keep your promises when you make them, fulfill
the trust when you are trusted, guard your chastity, lower your gaze,
and restrain your hands from harming others. !

! Musnad Ahmad: 38/417
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41) Preventing oppression with vour hands (or power)

Oppression is an extremely despicable act. An unjust person will be
ruined in this life as well as the hereafter and will see the
consequences of his injustice in this world before his death.

Those who avoid oppression, are in fact, avoiding and preventing
corruption.

Allah 35 states:
G BBWg 3L3 ¥y 24 t 5 Sgas ¥ ull \glad B2 i &lls
“That home of the Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire

exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the [best] outcome is

for the righteous”. !

42) Possessing excellent morals

Islam teaches excellent morals. The Prophet % was sent to perfect
excellent character and preach it. The Prophet #& mentions the reward
of good character in a Hadith:
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Hazrat ‘Aaishah w & ) said that I heard the Prophet % saying: A

believer will attain by his good behaviour the rank of one who prays
during the night and observes fasting during the day. *

He #& states in another narration:
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Jabir «# narrated that the Prophet #& said: Indeed the most beloved

among you to me, and the nearest to sit with me on the Day of
Judgment is the best of you in character *

Unfortunately, bad morals are common amongst everyone
nowadays. The young do not respect the old and neither do the old
show mercy on the young. The good deeds of such people will be

! Surah Al-Qasas: 83
2 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/318
3 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/465
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ruined on the Day of Resurrection. It is incumbent upon every
individual to ensure he corrects his morals.

A few Ahadith are listed below pertaining to the topic:
cpmm Gl g Ll oy pagl) Olien (3 J&T 2 8 a Lo B EE ) 0T i slsyl yf e (1
sl oWl ey Jls & 0l
Abu Dardaa’ < narrated that the Prophet & said: There is nothing

heavier on the scale of the believer on the Day of Judgment than
good character, and Allah hates the bad mannered, vulgar person.!
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Ibn Abbas Lgs & ) narrated that the Prophet # said: Good

character and moral conduct cleans sins and mistakes as water cleans
dirt, and bad character spoils good deeds just like vinegar spoils
honey.?
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Abu Hurairah «# narrated that the Prophet # said: Verily, good
character is from Allah & and whoever Allah intends good for,

blesses him with good character and whoever Alllah & intends bad
for, expletives him with bad character.?

(Sl 351 3 50 (Sl JI WKl O 2 BB I gy JB 16 e g2 3l ) e (4
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Abu Tha‘labah al-Khushani < narrated that the Prophet % said:
Verily, the most beloved of you to me and the closest from amongst
you to me on the Day of Judgment will be the best of you in
character; while the most hated of you to me and the farthest from
amongst you to me on the Day of Judgment will be those who
possess bad character: i.e. talk excessively, the loud-mouthed and
vulgarly flagrant individuals.*

! Al-Tirmidhi: 8/167

2 Tabrani fil Mu‘jam Al-Kabeer, Hadith: 10/10777
3 Tabrani Fil Mu‘jam Al-Awsat, Hadith: 8616

4 Musnad Ahmad: 4/193
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Rafi’ bin Makith < narrated that the Prophet #& said: Good character
is a growth; it grows the stature of a person and bad character is

cursed. Good deeds bless one’s life and charity protects one from an
evil death.!
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A narration from al-Asbahani states: The Prophet 4% said: There is no
sin greater in the sights of Allah & than having bad character and
one who possesses bad character cannot be reassured from that sin
until he, himself, stops committing that sin.

9 Sl Bl e el s,;t@i.@ﬁs sk 9oy O HE A Jpu) Of o 58 F e (7
LY s g

Abu Hurairah «# narrated that the Prophet = used to say this Du’a:
O Allah! I seek refuge in you from enmity, hypocrisy and bad
character.?
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Abu Hurairah <% narrated that the Prophet #& was asked: What is the
act which will lead to Paradise? He replied: Piety and good character
and the Prophet was further asked: What deed will cause people to
enter hellfire? He # replied: the mouth and the private parts.*

From the above-mentioned narrations, it is evident that possessing
bad morals and bad character is a despicable and sinful act. May
Allah 3% enable us to have good character and to be close to His
beloved Prophet #&.

! Musnad Ahmad: 3/502

2 Al-Targheeb wa Al-Tarheeb
3 Abu Dawiid: 1/216

4 Al-Tirmidhi: 8/168
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43) Taking care of an orphan

Taking care of an orphan is yet another way a person can enter
Jannah. Those who are able to take care of an orphan are indeed very
fortunate as they will not only enter Jannah, but will also be
privileged to be with the Prophet 4, as he states in a Hadith:
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Sahl bin Sa‘d « narrated that the Prophet #£ said: He who takes care

of an orphan will be in Jannah with me like these two, then he &
raised his forefinger and middle finger for illustration.’

Another Hadith states:
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Ibn Abbas L¢e & >, narrated that the Prophet £ said: Whoever takes

in an orphan among the Muslims to raise, to feed him and give him
drink, Allah admits him into Paradise without a doubt, unless he has
done a sin for which he is not forgiven. *

“
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Abu Hurairah # narrated that the Prophet #£ said: A man came to
the Messenger of Allah and complained about the hardness of his
heart. The Prophet said: If you want to soften your heart, feed the
poor and pat the head of the orphan. *

! Sahih Bukhari: 2/309
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/456
3 Musnad Ahmad: 13/21-22
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44) Those who obey their parents

Those who obey their parents are indeed extremely fortunate as they
will enter Jannah, as the Prophet #£ has stated:
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Abu Hurairah <% narrated that the Prophet # said: May he be
disgraced! May he be disgraced! May he be disgraced, whose
parents, one or both, attain old age during his lifetime, and

he does not enter Jannah (by rendering being dutiful to them). !
This Hadith indicates that a person who fails to obey his parents will
be disgraced and will not enter Jannah. On the contrary, he who
obeys his parents will enter Jannah.

Ibn al-Jawzi writes the advice that Hazrat Lugman gave his son:
oo Ofy bl ) Eovan e Gy 0f bl Ol o0 SU ol Of ¢z b 14wy 0L JU
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Indeed, the parents are a door from the doors of Jannah, if they are
pleased with you, you will enter Jannah and if they are upset, then
there will be obstacles (i.e. that prevent you from entering Jannah). *

Cdot by ikl Jf Olgzie OUL O 1 B Sy Lo 4 B (S glan ol of cile U
When the mother of Iyas bin Mu’awiyah passed away, she cried a

lot. People asked: What made you cry? She replied: I had two doors
of Jannah open for me and now one has closed.’

Below are a few Qur’anic verses and Ahadith that discuss
the importance of obedience to parents as well as the
consequences for those who disrespect their parents.

Qur’anic verses:

W A5 96 LS 5f LaIsT 801 Blie 2alg Bt e Bl cpliighlg 501 31 15l T SIS (oady
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! Sahih Muslim: 2/318
2 Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah — Ibn al-Jawzi: 80
3 Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah — Ibn al-Jawzi: 72
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“And your Lord has decreed that you worship not except Him, and
to parents, good treatment. Whether one or both of them reach old
age [while] with you, say not to them [so much as], “uff”” and do not
repel them but speak to them a noble word. And lower to them the
wing of humility out of mercy and say, My Lord, have mercy upon
them as they brought me up [when I was] small.”

“And [recall] when We took the covenant from the Children of
Israel, [enjoining upon them], Do not worship except Allah, and to
parents do good”. ?

gy § S of

“Be grateful to Me and to your parents”. >

Ahadith:
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Narrated "Abdullah bin Mas‘ud: I asked Allah’s Messenger %= , O
Allah’s Messenger: What is the best deed? He replied, to offer the

prayers at their early stated fixed times. I asked, what is next in
goodness? He replied, to be good and dutiful to your parents. I
further asked, what is next in goodness? He replied, To participate in
Jihad in Allah’s Cause. *
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The Prophet £ said: Whoever would like his lifespan to be extended
and his provision to be increased, let him obey his parents and uphold
his ties of kinship. °

This Hadith indicates that obedience to parents is a means for
increase in provision.

In light of the Qur’an and Sunnah, it is agreed that disobedience
towards parents is indeed a great sin. Upsetting the parents leads to

!'Surah Bani Isracel: 23-24

2 Surah al-Baqarah: 83

3 Surah Lugman: 14

4 Sahih Bukhari: 2/408

5 Al-Targheeb wa al-Tarheeb: 3/217
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upsetting the Creator. Hence, it is a duty upon everyone to be kind
and obedient towards their parents, particularly if they have both
reached old age. One should not yell at them, talk to them in a rude
manner and not even utter the word ‘uff’. Parents should be served
with utmost respect and sincerity.

At times, during old age, parents tend to say or do things which may
cause a person to get upset however, at this time, one should remain
patient and Allah & will reward those who are patient.

Scholars have written many rights of parents which include:

Rights when they are alive:
1) To respect them

2) To love them

3) To obey them

4) To serve them

5) To keep them at ease

6) To fulfill their needs

7) To meet with them regularly

Rights after their death:

1) Pray to Allah & for their forgiveness

2) Perform those deeds that would benefit them

3) Respect their relatives and friends

4) Help their relatives and friends as much as one can
5) Pay off their debts

6) Fulfill their will

7) Visit their graves
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45) Giving respite to the needy after lending a loan

A person who gives a loan to a needy, and a person who gives respite
to the needy after lending a loan or forgives the loan completely, is
promised forgiveness.

Allah 35 states:

gade 1801080 5 180085 015 Bjis () B 5l 53 DS 01

“And if someone is in hardship, then [let there be] postponement
until [a time of] ease. But if you give [from your right as] charity,
then it is better for you, if you only knew”. !

Furthermore, it is narrated in a Hadlith:
of Tnn i ol 3 alley OF (o e 2B ) Jpuy JUB 2B HE I ol ! f e
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Abu Yusr < narrated that the Prophet #& said: Whoever would like
Allah to shade him with His shade, let him give respite to one in
difficulty, or waive repayment of the loan. 2
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet #& said: There was a
person who used to loan money to the people, and he used to say to
his servant: When an insolvent person comes to you, show him

leniency so that Allah may forbear our faults. So when he met Allah
(i.e. when he died), Allah forgave him. 3

46) Raising 2 or 3 daughters and being merciful
towards them

In the era in which Rasulullah % came, the situation of women was
extremely bad. Women were subjugated in all parts of the world. Not
only were they deprived of all human rights and privileges, but they

! Surah al-Bagarah: 280
2 Sunan Ibn Majah: 294
3 Sahih Muslim: 1562




100

WAYS TO ENTER JANNAH

were also treated like slaves. Women were considered a source of sin
and could not speak out against the oppression of men and nor could
they participate in religious affairs. They were sold and bought in
markets as inferior goods.

They themselves had forgotten that they came into this world with
certain rights and not just to entertain men. Men considered it their
birthright to oppress women and they thought it was their duty to
endure every kind of oppression.

The Prophet #, a mercy to all of mankind, brought women to a high
place of honour and dignity and restored their rights. Their rights
were imposed on parents, husbands and children so that they are not
helpless at any time. Men were made guardians of their honour,
property and life to ensure they do not face any sort of danger.

Nowadays hatred or anger is expressed at the birth of a daughter and
daughters are being deprived of inheritance. Some people consider
the birth of a girl to be a disgrace to them and openly express it. It
should be known that just as a son is a blessing of Allah &5, a
daughter is also a blessing of Allah &. Both are born according to
the wisdom and expediency of Allah 3.

The Prophet %= has mentioned great virtues of a person who raises
daughters. In one narration, He % said:
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Anas < narrated that the Prophet #& said: He, who brought up two
girls properly till they grew up, he and I would come (together) (very
closely) on the Day of Resurrection, and he interlaced his fingers (for
explaining the point of nearness between him and that person). !
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Jabir < narrated that the Prophet % said: Anyone who has three
daughters and provides for them, clothes them and shows mercy to

!'Sahih Muslim: 2/334
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them will definitely enter the Garden. A man from the people said,
And two daughters, Messenger of Allah? He said, And two. Some
scholars added the if the Prophet #£ was asked about one, he would
have replied and one. !

47) A person who shows humility

There is a strong emphasis on humility in Islam. Humility is to
always believe that others are better than you and to never despise
anyone. Hasan Basri (ra) explains humility by saying:

To leave one’s home while believing that every Muslim one meets
is better than oneself. 2

Islam is a religion of virtues. That is why even those who believe in
it, are endowed with immense virtues and attributes. One of the great
virtues of these high and desirable attributes is that a person remains
humble. A humble person is always loved by everyone. On the
contrary, an arrogant person is considered bad and disliked in
society. Humility is one of the most important principles that the
Messenger of Allah #& has given to his Ummah.

In Surah Furqan, Allah & describes the attributes of Ibad al-Rahman
(servants of the most merciful):

ko 1386 D3lgh b 1315 638 2 e 03kd g S 3

“And the servants of the Most Merciful are those who walk upon the
earth easily, and when the ignorant address them [harshly], they say
[words of] peace”. 3

Allah 35 further mentions the reward of such people:
LBk R it b s S K e G805 1 s B AN Gyjd Gl
! Musnad Ahmad: 14/148

2 Al-Muhadhab: 2/199
3 Surah al-Furqan: 63
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“Those will be awarded the Chamber for what they patiently
endured, and they will be received therein with greetings and [words
of] peace, Abiding eternally therein. Good is the settlement and

residence”. !

These verses indicate that the reward of humility is Jannah. The poor
and needy people are generally those who possess humility. The
Prophet 4 stated in a Hadith:
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Abu Dardaa’ « narrated that the Prophet #& said: Search for me

among your weak ones, for you are given provision and help only
because of the weak amongst you. *

Humility is that you have perfections inside you, but in spite of these
perfections, keep yourself low and think of others as superior to
yourself. Another Hadith states:
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‘Iyad bin Himar < narrated that the Prophet #& said: Allah has
revealed to me that you should humble yourselves to one another.

One should neither hold himself above another nor transgress against
another. 3

48) One who repents to Allah & (Tawbah)

Allah 35 has encouraged repentance and asked His servant to repent
to Him often. He has also promised to accept the repentance of those
who repent to Him by fulfilling the conditions of repentance.
Repentance is to turn to Allah & in forgiveness by leaving all sins,
big or small, and whether these sins are committed knowingly or
unknowingly. One should also repent to Allah &5 for the
shortcomings in thanking Him for His endless bounties.

! Surah al-Furgan: 75-76
2 Sunan Abi Dawood: 1/373
* Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/328
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Scholars have stated that if a person commits a sin in relation to Allah
35 (Hugooq Allah), there are certain conditions that are required for
a repentance to be accepted by Allah 3&5:

1) To leave the sin
2) To feel ashamed for committing the sin
3) Make a promise to never return to that sin

If the sin is in relation to someone else (Huqooq al-Ibaad), its right
must be restored. For instance, if the committed sin is pertaining to
wealth and/or if it’s pertaining to backbiting or any of this type, then
one is required to seek forgiveness from the person he has hurt.

The one who makes a sincere repentance is promised Jannah as
Allah 35 states:
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“O you who have believed, repent to Allah with sincere repentance.
Perhaps your Lord will remove from you your misdeeds and admit
you into gardens beneath which rivers flow [on] the Day when Allah
will not disgrace the Prophet and those who believed with him. Their
light will proceed before them and on their right, they will say, "Our
Lord, perfect for us our light and forgive us. Indeed, You are over all
things competent.” !

Below are a few benefits of Tawbah:
1) Tawbah is a means to success:
Okl I8 Sgtaial @il Tt 1 ) 143455

“And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, that you

might succeed”. ?

Allamah Abu Sa‘ood stated:
o Bl LUy Ogjeds
You will succeed (with repentance) in both worlds. *

! Surah al-Tahreem: 8
2 Surah al-Noor: 31
3 Tafsir Abi al-Sa’ood: 6/171
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2) Expiation of sins:
o 1Kie 3 5 18 ek il I B ) 1 1557 ol el

“O you who have believed, repent to Allah with sincere repentance.
Perhaps your Lord will remove from you your misdeeds”. '

3) Tawbah is a means to a good provision:
b ol ) s ot (K ) 155 F 1 it O

“And [saying], Seek forgiveness of your Lord and repent to Him,
[and] He will let you enjoy a good provision”. °

4) Tawbah is a means for rain
5) Tawbah is a source of strength
6) Tawbah is a source of financial ease

7) Tawbah is a source of children who are helpful

19335 5 $535 ) 558 183555 i oKl 21azd i ) 158 7 555 193 38 5

“And O my people, ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to

Him. He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in showers and
increase you in strength [added] to your strength”. 3

S 1 azs Gty b 3085 e S0 L) o 8 D78 085 gl i
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“And I said, 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a
Perpetual Forgiver. He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in
[continuing] showers and give you increase in wealth and children

and provide for you gardens and provide for you rivers”. *

8) Through Tawbah, a person becomes beloved to Allah 3.

! Surah al-Tahreem: 8
2 Surah Hud: 3

3 Surah Hud: 52

4 Surah Nuh: 10-12
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“Indeed, Allah loves those who are constantly repentant and loves
those who purify themselves”. !

49) Maintaining the ties of kinship

Maintaining the ties of kinship is another way a person can attain
Jannah.

The biggest problem today is that blood relatives are enemies of one
another. People would stay close with their friends and maintain their
friendship but at the same time they will be fighting with their
brothers, sisters, and blood relatives. Relatives are cutting
relationships forever. Many relatives do not even speak to each other
nor see each other for years and do not enjoin even in the times of
happiness and grief.

Shaytan i1s man’s enemy; he would never want the worship and
supplication of someone to be accepted. Hence, he creates problems
amongst us and engrosses us in fighting with each other. When two
relatives fight with each other, how would their supplications and
worship be accepted? There are many Ahdadith which state that he
who fights with his relatives, his prayers and supplications will not
be accepted.

There are many pious and knowledgeable people who fight with their
relatives; they should understand that their prayers, fasting, Zakah,
Hajj and all other forms of worship will not be accepted.

Below are a few Ahadith pertaining to the reward of those who
maintain ties of Kinship as well as the consequences of those who
fail to do so.

o O o g ki 0S5 Y1 padly b agy O 1B 5B ) gy OF i 50 f o (1
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Abu Hurairah & narrated that the Prophet % said: Whoever believes
in Allah and the last day should be hospitable with his guests and

! Surah al-Bagarah: 222
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whoever believes in Allah and the last day should unite the bond of
kinship and whoever believes in Allah and the last day should speak
good or remain silent.!
o o Aoy oy e 1eE Al Bkese o)) JB BRI e Lo B o) 22le e (2
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Hazrat ‘Aaishah W= & _», narrated that the Prophet # said: The
womb (i.e. family relations) is tied to the Throne (of Allah) and it
says, with him who keeps me united, Allah will keep connection
with him, but with him who severs me, Allah will sever connection
with him.?
o s 36T s 6 gl BB Jpey a1 JB e Bge o o) de e (3
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Abdul Rahman bin ‘Awf < narrated that the Prophet £ said: Allah
35 said: I Am Ar-Rahman (the most gracious). I created the womb,
(i.e. family relations) and derived a name for it from My Name.
Hence, whoever keeps it, [ will keep ties to him, and whoever severs

it, I will sever ties with him.?
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Abu Hurairah <% narrated that the Prophet # said: Allah & created
the creations, and when He finished from His creations, the womb
said: (O Allah) at this place I seek refuge with you from all those
who sever me (i.e. sever the ties of Kith and kin). Allah 3 said,
Yes, won’t you be pleased that I will keep good relations with the
one who will keep good relations with you, and I will sever the
relation with the one who will sever the relations with you? The
womb replied: Yes, O my Lord. Allah said, then that is for you.
Allah's Messenger added. Read (in the Qur’an) if you wish, the

! Sahih Muslim: 70
2 Sahih Muslim: 2/319
3 Sunan al-Tirmidhi: 8/100
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Statement of Allah: Would you then, if you were given the
authority, do mischief in the land and sever your ties of kinship?
Those [who do so] are the ones that Allah has cursed, so He
deafened them and blinded their vision.'
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that [ heard the Prophet #£ saying: Ties of
kinship are derived from the All-Merciful (ar-Rahman). They say:
My Lord! I have been wronged! My Lord! I have been cut off! My
Lord! My Lord! Allah answers them, are you not content that I cut

off the one who cuts you off and I maintain connections with the one
who maintains connections with you??
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Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al-‘Aas Lg & >, narrated that the Prophet

4 said: The one who maintains ties of kinship is not the one who
reciprocates. The one who maintains ties of kinship is the one who,
when his relatives cut him off, maintains ties of kinship.?

¢ o g 4 gt 3 ‘@:J 4 B 05t J6 106 (e & sy Gusaptd T30 20 (T
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Hazrat ‘Aaishah e 4 >, narrated that the Prophet 4& said: The good

deed to be rewarded the fastest is righteousness and maintaining
good ties with the kin and the evil deed to be punished the fastest is
aggression and breaking relations with relatives.*
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! Sahih Bukhari: 2/410

2 Musnad Ahmad: 14/530
3 Sahih Bukhari: 2/411

4 Sunan Ibn Majah: 447
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Abu Hurairah <« narrated that I heard the Prophet #& saying: The
deeds of the son of Adam are presented every Thursday night and the
deeds for the one who severs ties with kinship are rejected.!

020 b sm 0ldu JB (bl 2 oy Y 1 sk BB e 4l i alae e e (9

Jubair bin Mut‘im < narrated that he heard the Prophet % saying:
The one who severs the bond of kinship will not enter Paradise.”
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Narrated Abdullah bin Abi Awfa <% that we were sitting with the
Prophet % and he said: He who severs the bond of kinship should not
sit amongst us today. A young man stood up and went to an aunt of
his and asked her to forgive him (because they had some dispute
between each other) and she forgave him. Then the boy returned to
the gathering of the Prophet #&, the Prophet #& then said: Mercy does
not descend on a people when there is someone among them who
severs ties of kinship.?

It is evident from this narration that those who sever ties of kinship
are far away from the Mercy of Allah 3.

50) One who fears Allah &

Having the fear of Allah 3% is another way to enter Jannah. Those
who possess this quality are indeed truly fortunate.

Allah 35 states in the Holy Qur’an:

by O30 5 ok sy Ogiedl o) UL b (dlly OgRili o) K23 Lo 0b Gl )
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! Musnad Ahmad: 16/191
2 Sahih Muslim: 2/319
3 Al-Targheeb wa Al-Tarheeb lil Asfahani: 3/180

127
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“Indeed, they who are apprehensive from fear of their Lord. And
they who believe in the signs of their Lord. And they who do not
associate anything with their Lord. And they who give what they give
while their hearts are fearful because they will be returning to their
Lord. It is those who hasten to good deeds, and they outstrip [others]

therein”. !

The Arabic word Khashyah means fear and Khasyat llahi refers to
the fear of Allah &. A fear of Allah & which includes an element
of love and respect. A fear of Allah & that leads to nearness to Him,
forgiveness and mercy, and not the fear that turns one away from
Allah g5.

Fear is of two types:
1) Rahbah
2) Khashvah

Rahbah is the type of fear where someone runs away from a person
he fears and Khashyah is when a person fears someone, he turns to
Allah &5 and prays to Him. Fear in the heart of a believer is a light
through which he can distinguish between good and evil.

Allah 35 states:
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“The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, their
hearts become fearful, and when His verses are recited to them, it

increases them in faith; and upon their Lord they rely”. ?

In Surah al-Rahman, Allah 35 says:
5 4 pE 6 (45

“But for he who has feared the position of his Lord, are two

gardens”.’
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! Surah al-Mu’minoon: 57-61
2 Surah al-Anfaal: 2
3 Surah al-Rahman: 46
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“But as for he who feared the position of his Lord and prevented the
soul from [unlawful] inclination, then indeed, Paradise will be [his]
refuge”. !

These verses indicate that a person who fears Allah & will enter
Jannah.

51) One who fears a bad accountability on the Day of
Judgement

A person who fears a bad reckoning on the Day of Judgement will
enter Jannah. On the Day of Judgement, there will be a group of
people who enter Jannah and a group who enter Jahannam. Allah 3
says in Surah al-Shuraa:

S By 1 3 5P

“A party will be in Paradise and a party in the Blaze”.’

Fear of a bad reckoning:
1) If Allah & chooses to question us, there will be no escape.

2) Perhaps none of our sins may be forgiven. Who will save us then?

3) Every deed will be weighed. Will our good deeds be enough to
outweigh our bad deeds? Allah J5 states:
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“And the weighing [of deeds] that Day will be the truth. So those
whose scales are heavy — it is they who will be the successful. And
those whose scales are light — they are the ones who will lose

themselves for what injustice they were doing toward Our verses”. >

4) Will we meet Allah 3 or not? There will be a group of very
unfortunate people who will not be able to meet Allah J&:

! Surah al-Naazi’aat: 40-41
2 Surah al-Shuuraa: 7
3 Surah al-A’raaf: 8-9
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“Those will have lost who deny the meeting with Allah”. '
5) Fear should overcome hope.

6) Will we be thrown into the fire of hell before being entered in
Jannah?

7) Will we cross the bridge of Siraat with ease?

There are numerous other factors that a person should fear about a
bad reckoning on the Day of Resurrection. One should also think of
his good deeds as small acts and sins (even if they are minor sins) to
be execrable.

Below are a few quotes from the book “Al-Daa wa Al-Dawaa”
by Ibn al-Qayyim about the fear of the Hereafter of the Rightly
Guided Caliphs (Khulafaa Rashidoon).

Abu Bakr

Abu Bakr # used to fear the Day of Judgement so much so that he
used to say: I wish I were a hair in the side of believing servant (so
he would be safe from reckoning). He also said: I wish I were this
tree, to be eaten and bitten and I wish I were herbs to be eaten by
animals.

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab

As for ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab <, it was said that he was reciting
Surah

al-Tur, and when he reached the Verse: (Verily, the Torment of your
Lord will surely come to pass), he cried so intensely that he fell ill,
and was visited by his Companions.

‘Uthmaan ibn Affan &

‘“Uthmaan ibn 'Affan <% would cry as he stood before a grave, until
his beard would become totally wet. He said: If I were to stand
between Paradise and Hell, not knowing where I would be taken, I
would rather choose to be ashes before I should know my final
destination.

! Surah al-An’aam: 31
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Ali ibn Abi Talib

Ali ibn Abi Talib « used to cry because he feared two things:
unfading hope and following one's desires. He said: "Having
unfading hope makes one forget the Hereafter, while following one's
desires deviates from the truth. This world is retreating and the
Hereafter is coming, so be among the sons of the Hereafter, but do
not be among the followers of this world; because today there is
action without reckoning, whereas tomorrow, there is reckoning
without (anymore) action.

dm w0 mOm mm wlw w0m mm wlw
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52) Being patient to attain the pleasure of Allah &

Being patient for the sake of Allah & is a means to entering Jannah.
At times, a person is patient because he may have no other option,
but patience needs to be done solely to please Allah 35, as He states:

5 55 881 155 Cudly
“And those who are patient, seeking the pleasure of their Lord”. !

The reward of such people is:
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“It is they who will have the ultimate abode”.?

Patience is the greatest virtue of human beings. Patience and
obedience lead towards Allah 5. It also saves a person from
disobeying his Creator.

Patience is the key to self-control, and it drives a person to either
Jannah or Jahannam.

Virtues of patience:
There are many virtues related to patience in the Qur’an and Hadith,

some of which are included here:

! Surah al-Ra’d: 22
2 Surah al-Ra’d: 22




100

WAYS TO ENTER JANNAH

1) The reward of every deed is known, but the reward of patience is
only in the knowledge of Allah d&, as He says:

e i b bl 35 &)
“Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [i.e.,
limit].” !
2) Those who are patient will earn the companionship of Allah d:
bl 3 dn
“Allah is truly with those who are patient”. *
3) Allah 35 expresses His love towards those who are patient:

nplalt E4 dig

“And Alldh loves those who are patient”. 3

4) Patience is good for those who adopt it:
el 35 B e oA
“But if you are patient — it is better for those who are patient”. *

5) Allah 3 has prepared three consecutive rewards for those that
adopt patience. Such reward is not found for any other good deed. In
return for patience, good news of kindness, mercy and guidance has
been promised for the patient by Allah 3%, as He says:
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“But give good tidings to the patient, who, when disaster strikes
them, say, "Indeed we belong to Allah, and indeed to Him we will

return.” They are the ones who will receive Allah’s blessings and
mercy. And it is they who are (rightly) guided”. °

! Surah al-Zumar: 10

2 Surah al-Bagarah: 153

3 Surah Aal-‘Imran: 146

4 Surah al-Nahl: 126

> Surah al-Bagarah: 155-157




100

WAYS TO ENTER JANNAH

6) Allah 3 has linked the success of this world and the Hereafter
with patience: ) .
oyl (K0 1483 s 15os Vel 1T ol gl g

“O you who have believed, persevere and endure and remain
stationed and fear Allah that you may be successful . !

7) Allah & has linked patience with faith and the pillars of Islam:

ally 2l it

“And seek help through patience and prayer”. ?

8) Leadership of religion is based on patience:
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“And We made from among them leaders guiding by Our command

when they were patient and [when] they were certain of Our signs”. 3

9) Allah 35 praised Ayyub 3&8 for his patience in a beautiful way:
51y L 5 s bl

“Indeed, We found him patient, an excellent servant. Indeed, he was

one repeatedly turning back [to Allah]”. *

10) Patience is mentioned with Tagwaa in one verse:
“Indeed, he who fears Allah and is patient”. >

Virtues of patience in Hadith:
B3 s 58 Yy Yy O Yy 28 Yy (g Vg el e el Lo Loz HE 1 06 (1
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The Prophet £ said: Never a believer is stricken with a discomfort,

an illness, an anxiety, a grief or mental worry or even the pricking of
a thorn but Allah will expiate his sins on account of his patience. ¢

! Surah Aal-‘Imran: 200
2 Surah al-Baqarah: 45

3 Surah al-Sajdah: 24

4 Surah Suad: 44

3 Surah Yusuf: 90

¢ Sahih Bukhari: 2/361
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The Prophet # said: A Muslim, male or female, continues to remain
under trial in respect of his life, property and offspring until he faces
Allah, the Exalted, with no sin record. !
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Umm Salamah s & >, narrated that I heard the Prophet £ saying:

When a person suffers from a calamity and utters: Inna lillahi wa
inna ilaihi raji'un. Allahumma Ajurni fi musibati, wakhluf li khairan
minha (We belong to Allah and to Him we shall return. O Allah!
Compensate me in my affliction, recompense my loss and give me
something better in exchange for it), then Allah surely compensates
him with reward and better substitute.

Umm Salamah (May Allah be pleased with her) said: When Abu
Salamah (May Allah be pleased with him) died, I repeated the same
supplication as the Messenger of Allah # had commanded me (to
do). So Allah bestowed upon me a better substitute than him. I was
married to Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah & 2.
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The Prophet & said: How wonderful is the case of a believer; there
is good for him in everything, and this applies only to a believer. If
prosperity attends him, he expresses gratitude to Allah and that is
good for him; and if adversity befalls him, he endures it patiently and
that is better for him. *
b oy b ¢ paSlal s Sl 3] Sl i Ol ¢ o3 (lag wa gl e &) B 0 U6 (5
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The Prophet #& said: The magnitude of the reward goes along with the
magnitude of the affliction. When Allah who is great and glorious
! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/514

2 Sahih Muslim: 1/356
3 Sahih Muslim: 2/420
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loves people, He afflicts them, and those who accept it gladly receive
Allah’s good pleasure, but those who are displeased receive His
displeasure. '
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The Prophet #£ said: There is no trouble that comes to a believer
except that it obliterates from his sins, even if it is the pricking of a
thorn. 2
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The Prophet # said: When the slave is ill, Allah & sends two angels
to him. He said: They look at what he says to his visitors. If he praises
Allah and lauds Him, when they come to him, they take that up to
Allah, the Mighty, the Majestic, and He knows best, and He says: If
I make my slave die, I will make him enter the Garden. If I heal him,
I will replace his flesh with better flesh and his blood with better
blood and I will efface his evil actions.?

e

53) Spending secretly and openly in the path of Allah &%

Those who spend in the path of Allah & secretly and openly will be
amongst the inhabitants of Jannah. These are the people who trade
with Allah &5 as they spend their wealth in His path and in return,
Allah g grants them Jannah.

Allah & mentions in Surah Al-Tawbah:
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“Allah has indeed purchased from the believers their lives and
wealth in exchange for Paradise”. *

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/516

2 Sahih Bukhari: 2/361

3 Muw’atta Imam Malik: 2/940-941
4 Surah al-Tawbah: 111
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Islam has encouraged spending in the path of Allah 35 secretly.
However, in some cases it is worthwhile to spend openly as Allah &5
states in multiple places in the Qur’an:
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“Those who spend their wealth in charity day and night, secretly and
openly—their reward is with their Lord, and there will be no fear for
them, nor will they grieve”. !

Y G B Sl e B35 o (AL & 152015

“And donate from what We have provided for them—secretly and

openly It is they who will have the ultimate abode”. ?

355 B 555 g s SAES) & 15ty el 1365 o Ol D Gy

“Surely those who recite the Book of Allah, establish prayer, and
donate from what We have provided for them—secretly and openly—
‘can” hope for an exchange that will never fail ”. 3

These verses highlight the importance of spending money in the path
of Allah 3% secretly as well as openly. Below are a few verses and
Ahadith that discuss the importance of spending in Allah’s path in
general.

Qur’anic verses:

(5 35liall oty 2Bl U e Gy (5l Edong 55513y ol + il S4(1
sk AL

“And give good news (O Prophet) to the humble: those whose hearts

tremble at the remembrance of Allah, who patiently endure whatever

may befall them, and who establish prayer and donate from what We

have provided for them”. *

Oshig WA (g kaby B3 35 0l g ladh 5 By (1 (2

! Surah al-Bagarah: 274
2 Surah al-Ra’d: 22

3 Surah al-Fatir: 29

* Surah al-Hajj: 34-35
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“They abandon their beds, invoking their Lord with hope and fear,

and donate from what We have provided for them”. !

& Gahid Gl - Guitisl) B3l (315 St o g 185 8 ki ) 180 (3
el L g & o e G8alg Tl e sl 1521

“And hasten towards forgiveness fron; your Lord and a Paradise as

vast as the heavens and the earth, prepared for those mindful (of

Allah). Those who donate in prosperity and adversity, control their

anger, and pardon others. And Allah loves the good-doers”. *

5 s G Fﬁ:\) BeT agle il \;\, wals Sy o 555 13 uj.w.\\ G (4
o5 die B33 4 & s Byt 4h Bl Bgheg LB, g S5 Skl - 5

£ Oyp 845
“The (true) believers are only those whose hearts tremble at the
remembrance of Allah, whose faith increases when His revelations are
recited to them, and who put their trust in their Lord. Those who
establish prayer and donate from what We have provided for them. It

is they who are the true believers. They will have elevated ranks,
forgiveness, and an honourable provision from their Lord”. *

& 33 gl of U3 o8 Bdleg 1w 1A 2 1505 39Ual 19288 14T a3l 6 (5

R P

“Tell My believing servants to establish prayer and donate from
what We have provided for them—openly and secretly—before the

arrival of a Day in which there will be no ransom or friendly
connections”. *

Gy 2 i Bl 183 i ae Sl s S B e 8 w1 Oshi Gl 453 (6
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“The example of those who spend their wealth in the cause of Allah
is that of a grain that sprouts into seven ears, each bearing one

hundred grains. And Allah multiplies "the reward even more” to
whoever He wills. For Allah is All-Bountiful, All-Knowing”. >

! Surah Alif Lam Meem Sajdah: 16
2 Surah Aal-‘Imran: 133-134

3 Surah al-Anfaal: 2-4

4 Surah Ibrahim: 31

5 Surah al-Bagarah: 261
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“And the example of those who donate their wealth, seeking Allah’s
pleasure and believing the reward is certain, is that of a garden on
a fertile hill: when heavy rain falls, it yields up twice its normal
produce. If no heavy rain falls, a drizzle is sufficient. And Allah is

All-Seeing of what you do”. !

WD) O gs b 1508 Uy N 4y ) ) Dpied g & KBS0 15 e 15845 g (8
RPAU R
“Whatever you spend in charity, it is for your own good—as long as

you do so seeking the pleasure of Allah. Whatever you donate will be

paid back to you in full, and you will not be wronged”. ?

W5 pale O3 Y5 0 e a1 Bonles G ey ey (Bl Sskad 5 (9
“Those who spend their wealth in charity day and night, secretly and

openly—their reward is with their Lord, and there will be no fear for
them, nor will they grieve.”’

ol AL Y g & oBaall g3 6 355 (10
“Allah has made interest fruitless and charity fruitful. And Allah

does not like any ungrateful evildoer.” *
ekl 4y B0 BB s e \ohad Uy £ 00 & 4ka 55 S (11
“You will never achieve righteousness until you donate some of what

you cherish. And whatever you give is certainly well known to
Allah.”’

gl 3y 401 O i o & s o 15888 G5 (12
“Whatever you spend in the cause of Allah will be paid to you in full
and you will not be wronged”. °

! Surah al-Baqarah: 265
2 Surah al-Baqarah: 272
3 Surah al-Baqarah: 274
* Surah al-Bagarah: 276
5 Surah Aal-‘Imran: 92
¢ Surah al-Anfaal: 60
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“Say: (O Prophet) Surely my Lord gives abundant or limited
provisions to whoever He wills of His servants. And whatever you
spend in charity, He will compensate for it. For He is the Best

Provider” !

bl F &y (14

“Indeed, Allah rewards the charitable”. ?

f B B L la s Uod i 1038l Biiadlly el &y (15

“Indeed, those men and women who give in charity and lend to Allah
a good loan will have it multiplied for them, and they will have an

honourable reward”. 3

Ahadith:
o)) YL ik Yy b S 0 5,8 iy Bad r BB ) Sy JU 1B i 508 f e (1
&\&dﬁ&oﬁﬁbtgjwwwwjﬁcWW&&‘UL}

Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet #£ said: He who gives in
charity the value of a date which he legally earned, and Allah accepts
only that which is pure, Allah accepts it with His Right Hand and
fosters it for him, as one of you fosters his mare, until it becomes like

a mountain. *
RONPS J.uf (-:T b émf HJ6 :J6 N Jsms of i A t}tu‘ (2

Abu Hurairah «# narrated that the Prophet #& said: Allah (mighty
and sublime be He) said: Spend (on charity), O son of Adam, and I
shall spend on you. °

Log ¢ 5o Y giny e 55 Loy ¢ Jlo 0 Bikoo s Lo 1B S8 Al gy o0 5 5008 4 0 (B
A2y V) b s moly

! Surah al-Saba’: 39

2 Surah Yusuf: 88

3 Surah al-Hadeed: 18
4 Sahih Bukhari: 2/658
> Sahih Bukhari: 2/316
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet #& said: Wealth does not
diminish by giving Sadaqah (charity). Allah augments the honour of
one who forgives; and one who serves another seeking the pleasure
of Allah, Allah will exalt him in ranks. !

el sleasT Joad 0V OSe V) 48 slall g ps oo Lo 1B BE () O o 558 o e (4
Tl (et daef gl 2 591 gy ¢ Lals Taiae e

Abu Hurairah # narrated that the Prophet # said: Two angels
descend every morning, and one says: O Allah, give him who spends
something, in place of what he spends. The other one says: O Allah,
give destruction to him who withholds.

Sl iy LS glad ) 5 Al Bl ¢ 2 pylal 52 J6 (5

The Prophet #& said: Fasting is a protection, and charity extinguishes
sin as water extinguishes fire. 3

Jwiofw,&;‘}g‘gpﬁb%:’s;, ab‘éfl)l @%GJJJ\E%JJA\%@S}JAQ‘U&(6

(""' 6§ ae
It was narrated from Abu Hurairah <% that a man said to the Prophet
#2: My father died and left behind wealth, but he did not leave a will.

Will it expiate for him if I give charity on his behalf? He replied:
4
yes.

Bl sy Jgo o Tuly il Al e s Ll A1 1B 5B 1 e s gl o oS o (7
A gy ey g B iy Cndeiy g B b 0

Hakim bin Hazim < narrated that the Prophet #& said: The upper
hand is better than the lower one (i.e., the spending hand is better
than the receiving hand); and begin (charity) with those who are
under your care; and the best charity is that which is given out of
surplus; and he who asks (Allah) to help him abstain from the
unlawful and the forbidden, Allah will fulfill his wish; and he who
seeks self-sufficiency will be made self-sufficient by Allah. °

!'Sahih Muslim: 2/325

2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/276
3 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/544
4 Sahih Muslim: 2/50

5> Sahih Bukhari: 1/274
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Yazid bin Abi Habib < narrated that Abu al-Khair informed him
that he heard ‘Ugbah bin Amir saying that the Prophet % said:
Everybody will be shaded by his Sadagah (on the Day of Judgment)
until it has been judged between the people. !
Blo oo V) BN e V) dlas aie alaii) OLusYl le 13 1] B Sy Of o 358 ol 2 (9
.d}ﬁ-\gtlﬂou\j}jcqﬁzg&}tcﬁ)l’r

Abu Hurairah « narrated that the Prophet % said: When a son of
Adam (i.e. any human being) dies his deeds are discontinued, with
three exceptions: Sadagah, whose benefit is continuous; or
knowledge from which benefit continues to be reaped, or a righteous
child who supplicates for him. ?

Ao Dgme |1 J6 8 ) e o ad e (10
Hudhaifah « narrated that the Prophet #& said: Every good deed is
charity. 3
Jo 3 2l pgr gl Jlazay Wy ¢ sl 5 Lgal e o jdled il Of B A gy JU (11

LR

The Prophet #& said: Verily, charity will protect people from the heat
of the graves and a believer will be under the shade of his charity on
the Day of Judgement. *

BLaly (Lo lygls 18 J6 (12

The Prophet # said: Cure your ill ones with charity. 3

s g ¢Sy b W o Y g b 3 A el e 108 8 A o0 0 50 f 00 (13
g 335 b A e Y g Lalis b Gas

! Musnad Ahmad: 28/568

2 Sahih Muslim: 2/52

3 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/415

4 Al Muw’jam al-Kabeer li al-Tabarani: 17/286
5> Al-Sunan al-Kabeer li al-Bayhagqi: 3/536

141
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Abu Hurairah « narrated that the Prophet &£ said: Seven people will
be shaded by Allah under His shade on the day when there will be
no shade except His shade. He mentioned the rest of the hadith. And
a man who gives charity so secretly that his left hand does not know
what his right hand has given. (i.e. nobody knows how much he has
given in charity). !

A et il Bl of 8 J6 (14
The Prophet 4 said: Indeed charity extinguishes the Lord's anger.

=) (63 oy Bk Sl e Bl Of tHE W Jgwy JB 1B o ale o Olbe o2 (15
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Salman bin ‘Aamir « narrated that the Prophet # said: Charity
towards a poor person is charity, and towards a relation is both
charity and maintaining the ties (of kinship). >

Benefits of spending in the path of Allah &=:

1) Entering Jannah

2) Keeps one away from the wrath of Allah &5

3) Expiation of sins

4) Protection from the fire of hell

5) One will be under the shade of his own charity on the Day of
Judgement

6) Cure for illnesses

7) Protection from calamities

8) Getting reality of virtues

9) Deserves the prayers of the Angels daily

10) Blessings in wealth

11) One will enter Jannah through the door of Sadagah

12) Contentment of the heart

13) Will be under the shade of Allah’s throne on the Day of
Judgement

! Sahih Bukhari: 1/159
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 1/261
3 Sunan Tirmidhi: 1/260
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54) Responding to evil with kindness

From the deeds that lead a person to Jannah is to forgive the people
who wrong you and treat them with kindness.

It is indeed very difficult to treat someone nicely if they have
wronged you. Whenever someone is rude or unjust towards us, we
begin planning how to take revenge on that person immediately. The
act of responding with kindness is indeed heavy on the soul but its
reward is Jannah.

Now it is up to us whether we want revenge or Jannah.

Allah 35 says:

S i 3 a i andy gl

“And respond to evil with good. It is they who will have the ultimate
abode”. !

Another verse states:
“Respond to evil with what is best”. ?

By doing good to others and responding to evil with good, a person's
respect in the society also increases and other people then try to adopt
it, which is very important for the development of a good society.

SODLOGRRad

55) Having a reassured soul (4/-Nafs al-Mutma’innah)

A reassured soul is a soul that has reached a state of serenity. It is a
soul which encompasses contentment, tranquillity, and peace. The
peace in this context refers to the soul being safe from committing
sins and desiring such sins. It has no unlawful desires. Nevertheless,
while the soul may have desires which is only natural, but the desires
are only for good deeds.

! Surah al-Ra’d: 22
2 Surah al-Mu’minoon: 96
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Allah J5 states:
F R ale § (36 B Bty oI ) (et kel -2 T g

“O reassured soul, Return to your Lord, well pleased (with Him) and
well pleasing (to Him). So, join My servants, and enter My
Paradise”, !

Such a soul is always attentive to Allah 35, spends every moment of
its life to please Allah &5 and is always content with the decree of

Allah g5.

56) To treat one’s sisters in a good manner

Treating one’s sisters in a kind and good manner is another way a
person can enter Jannah. Below are a few Ahadith that explain the
reward of a person who treats his sisters well.

9 Ul S e s o o BNl syl B3l ozl e pn 1JB HE Ll O) il e (1
el (g oyl anol Lsly colgSTaH 5 4n

Anas < narrated that the Prophet & said: Whoever looks after two
or three daughters, or two or three sisters until they get older (and get
married) or until he himself dies, then I and he shall be in Paradise
like these two. And he indicated with his fingers, meaning his index
and his middle finger. >

Olyl ol lgsd &M of bty EME A O (r 1 BB M Jguy JU B i ()i dman o o (2

Ak 4l g ) Bl eroes b Ol
Abu Sa‘eed al-Khudri <4 narrated that the Prophet & said: Whoever
has three daughters or three sisters, or two daughters or two sisters,

keeps good company with them and fears Allah & regarding them,
then Jannah is for him. 3

244 < 5/ o 4% % - : 9’ T e - £ “, )/ |
A g3 Y] gl st cotial 896 i ot 296 058 55 Y
! Surah al-Fajr: 27-30

2 Musnad Ahmad: 19/480-481
3 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/455




100

WAYS TO ENTER JANNAH

No one has three daughters or three sisters and is good to them but
that he will enter the Garden.

57) Purifying the soul (Tazkiyah Nafs)

Tazkiyah Nafs refers to purifying the soul from all vices. This refers
to purifying the soul from all evil. The purification of the soul was
an objective of all previously sent Prophets. This is extremely
important and is a pathway to teaching the book and teaching
wisdom which are the third and fourth objectives.

The importance of Tazkiah Nafs from the Qur’an:
1) In Surah al-Shams, Allah 35 takes oath for purifying the soul with
eleven great things:

15 23315 B W sUetiy aLadg 13) g ol 131,180y o6 13y jadlly Wslos Laidty
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“By the Sun and its Brightness. By the Moon when it follows it
(reflects the Sun's light). By the day when it unfolds its glory. By the
night when it enshrouds it. By the heaven and He Who made it. By
the Earth and He Who spread it. And by the soul and He Who
perfected it. Then inspired it to understand what is wrong and (what
is) right for it. Indeed he succeeds who purifies it. And indeed he fails
who corrupts it”.?

Allah 35 takes oath of eleven great things then mentions the
importance of the purification of the soul. This shows how important
it is to purify one’s soul.

2) Similarly, when Allah & sent Musa %8 to Fir‘aun to advise him,
he said: o
ol gl e s

“And say to him, would you [be willing to] purify yourself”’
! Musnad Ahmad: 17/476

2 Surah al-Shams: 1-10
3 Surah al-Naazi’aat: 18
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So the first advise that he gave him was not that of the oneness of
Allah 35, rather it was about purifying himself as his soul was
extremely corrupt. So, Fir‘aun was first advised to purify his soul,
and then:
(R 2 ) ekl
9 ]

“And let me guide you to your Lord so you would fear [Him] .

This tells us that the one who purifies his soul can attain the fear of
Allah 3.

3) In another verse, Allah 35 states:

“He has certainly succeeded who purifies himself”. ?

The one who has purified himself will enter Paradise.

4) Additionally, Allah 3 mentions in another verse:

P S oS0y o 8 Sl e B

“Allah does not intend to make difficulty for you, but He intends to
» 3

purify you”.
This verse tells us that Allah & does not intend to make rulings upon
us difficult, rather He wants to purify us.

5) One of the attributes of a believer is that he purifies himself, as
Allah 35 states:

Saletd 56N 44
“And they who are observant of Zakah”. *
The word Zakah in this verse also refers to Tazkiyah according to
some scholars.

! Surah al-Naazi’aat: 19

2 Surah al-A’laa: 14

* Surah al-Maaidah: 6

4 Surah Al- Mu’minoon:4
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Ibn Katheer, under the interpretation of this verse, writes:

ciellly S8 e k) 31 sliala SIS SIU 058G Of Jezt U3y
It could be that what is meant here by Zakah is purification of the
soul from Shirk and filth.

6) Whoever is favoured by Allah & is purified as Allah & mentions
in Surah al-Nur:

P R S SR VE (2 A s & E a0 afols
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“Had it not been for Allah’s Grace and Mercy upon you, none of you

would have ever been purified. But Allah purifies whoever He wills.
And Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing. !

7) A person whose soul is purified in this world, the road to Jannah
becomes easier for him:

S G e (o F 01 Sl il Sl 4 S S (s BB ki i 39
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“But whoever comes to Him as a believer, having done good, they
will have the highest ranks. the Gardens of Eternity, under which
rivers flow, where they will stay forever. That is the reward of those
who purify themselves”. ?

The way to purify one’s souls:
1) To keep a correct Aqeedah (Belief in the oneness of Allah)
2) To avoid acts which affect our Imaan
3) To establish the prayers with punctuality
4) Paying Zakaat
5) Fasting in the month of Ramadan
6) Performing Hajj
Remembering Allahds
Recitation of the Holy Qur’an
Fulfilling the rights of Allah &
10) Fulfilling the rights of human beings
11) Being in the company of good people

!'Surah al-Nur: 21
2 Surah Taha: 75-76
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12) Establishing the ties of kinship

At the same time, we need to refrain from those things which Allah
3% has prohibited us from:

Not fulfilling the rights of others
Telling lies
Backbiting
Jealousy
Enmity
Not protecting the eyes from evil
Staying away from bad company
Not eating Haraam
Not committing any injustice

10) Destroying the ties of kinship

o PN NI
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58) Being attached to the Mosques

Being physically and spiritually attached to Mosques is another way

a person can enter Jannah. A few Ahadith are listed below:

Qg ALl 8 ) BB A s 55 15 8 Atz B2 6 1 s slayl f e (1
Biall Je 5l s 3

Abu Dardaa’ «# narrated that the Prophet #& said: The mosque is

the home of every righteous believer. Allah & has guaranteed

comfort and gratification to those who take the mosques as their
homes, and safe passage over the bridge of Hell. !

5 IS a8 4 B 5 el )0 25 0 06 106 8 00 ol o (2

Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet #& said: He who went
towards the mosque in the morning or evening, Allah would arrange
a feast for him morning or evening in Paradise. *

! Al-Mu’jam al-Kabeer li al-Tabarani: 6/255
2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/159
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Abu Umamah « narrated that the Prophet #£ said: There are three
persons who are in the security of Allah, the Exalted. A man who
goes out on an expedition to fight in the path of Allah, the Exalted,
is in the security of Allah, until He takes him unto Him(i.e., he dies)
and brings him into Paradise or brings him (alive) with reward and
booty he obtains and a man who goes to the mosque is in the security
of Allah, until He takes him unto Him (i.e., he dies), and He brings
him into Paradise or brings him with reward and spoils he obtains;

and a man who enters his house after giving salutation is in the
security of Allah, the Exalted. !

o wtw wom
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59) Migration for the sake of Allah &

To leave everything and migrate somewhere else is not an easy task.
However, a migration for the sake of Allah 3 leads to Jannah. At
times, a person is required to leave his relatives, friends and business
to migrate to another country. When migration became obligatory,
the companions of the Prophet # sacrificed everything they had and
migrated with the Prophet #£. In return for their sacrifice, Allah 35
gave them glad tidings of Jannah:

- Oyl b dofy o die Ga5s (il Lo ify Lhigil B ot o 19dates 1535 15T Gl
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“Those who have believed, emigrated, and strived in the cause of
Allah with their wealth and their lives are greater in rank in the sight
of Allah. It is they who will triumph. Their Lord gives them good

news of His mercy, pleasure, and Gardens with everlasting bliss, to
stay there for ever and ever. Surely with Allah is a great reward”. *

!'Sunan Abi Dawood: 1/359-360
2 Surah al-Tawbah: 20-22
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Qur’anic verses:
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“Surely those who have believed, emigrated, and struggled in the

Way of Allah—they can hope for Allah’s mercy. And Allah is All-

Forgiving, Most Merciful . '

S5aas A D5t o Syl 15505 1T iy i o 3 15y 185 15587 s (2
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“Those who believed, migrated, and struggled in the cause of Allah,

and those who gave "them shelter and help, they are the true believers.

They will have forgiveness and an honourable provision”. *

6 F 58T s 80 Gl 8 a5 b 6 ks e 0 31952 a3
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“As for those who emigrated in (the cause of) Allah after being

persecuted, we will surely bless them with a good home in this world.
But the reward of the Hereafter is far better, if only they knew”. 3

B 5 5 B e B (B 1 51 1l F 0 o 1 s Gl (4
“As for those who emigrate in the cause of Allah and then are

martyred or die, Allah will indeed grant them a good provision.
Surely Allah is the Best Provider”. *

From the above-mentioned verses, the following virtues of
Hijrah (migration) are evident:

1) Attaining the mercy of Allah &&
2) Glad tidings of Jannah
3) Forgiveness
Attaining the pleasure of Allah 3%
Being a true believer
An excellent abode in this world
Good provision

! Surah al-Baqarah: 218
2 Surah al-Anfaal: 74

3 Surah al-Nahl: 41

4 Surah al-Hajj: 58
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60) One who is martyred for the sake of Allah &

A person who sacrifices himself for the sake of Allah & will enter
Jannah, as Allah 3 states:

Ogliy o5liEs B oo & Oaloii B B BT Jigals el e G Lsphi i

“Allah has indeed purchased from the believers their lives and
wealth in exchange for Paradise. They fight in the cause of Allah and
kill or are killed”. !

A Shaheed (martyr) is a person who fights for the sake of Allah 3%
and to exalt the words of Allah without any worldly purpose. Such
people are well and truly alive even after their deaths, as Allah 3&

SaySZ P L P P ° FEE K
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“Never say that those martyred in the cause of Allah are dead—in
fact, they are alive! But you do not perceive it”. *
Another verse asserts:
O ) i 2 B3l o o 19 Gl 53 s
“Never think of those martyred in the cause of Allah as dead. In fact,
they are alive with their Lord, well provided for”. 3
Definition of Shaheed:

Hafiz Ibn Hajr Al-‘Asqalani writes in his book, ‘Fathul Baari,” the
reasons why a person who dies in the path of Allah & is called a
Shaheed:

1) Because there is a witness to his martyrdom.

2) Ibn Anbari said: Because Allah & and His Angels testify that
such a person will enter Jannah.

3) Because at the time of his death, he sees the rewards that have
been prepared for him.

! Surah al-Tawbah:111
2 Surah al-Baqarah: 154
* Surah Aal-‘Imran: 169
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4) Because he has been given a testimony for being free from the
fire of hell.

5) Nadr bin Shumail says: Because the martyrs are alive, and their
souls are witnesses.

6) Because at the time of his death, the angels of mercy arrive.

7) Because on the Day of Resurrection, he will be the witness of
the preaching of the Messengers.

8) Because the Angels testify to his good end (death).

9) Because he followed the ways of the Prophets and they will
testify to that.

10) Because Allah 35 will testify to his sincerity.
11) Because he witnesses the Angels at the time of his death.

12) Because he witnesses the Malakut (realm of dominion) at the
time of his death.

A Shaheed is given glad tidings of the highest level of Jannah:
G B el dih o Bl f ey ol S o 8 T e sl 2 2l s
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Umm Ar-Rubaiy'i bint Al-Bara', who was the mother of Harithah bin
Suraqah, came to the Prophet # and said: O Messenger of Allah! Will
you not tell me about Harithah? (He was killed in the battle of Badr).
If he is in Jannah, I shall show endurance, but if he has met another
fate, I may exert myself in weeping for him. He #£ replied: O mother
of Harithah, in the gardens of Jannah there are many ranks, and your
son has attained Al-Firdaus, the highest. '
15 I 3 0 58 Juas o 1 e Bl 106 8 B Jgtg 38 e oSt o ikl 8
Ge 5555 oGy e s B g3 o 235 S D06 0 3 L G 8RR 5 008 0
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! Sahih Bukhari: 1/500
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Al-Miqdam bin Ma‘dikarab < narrated that the Prophet 2 said: The
martyr has six things (in store) with Allah: He is forgiven from the
first drop of his blood that is shed; he is shown his place in Paradise;
he is spared the torment of the grave; he is kept safe from the Great
Fright; he is adorned with a garment of faith; he is married to (wives)
from among the wide-eyed Hoors; and he is permitted to intercede
for seventy of his relatives. !

A Shaheed is given the following glad tidings:
- Allah 3% guarantees Jannah for a Shaheed.
- He will be blessed with bounties he has never seen before.
- He will be with the Angels that are beloved to Allah 3.
- The Shuhadaa’ (martyrs) are alive and are being looked after by
Allah 3.
- All the sins of a Shaheed are forgiven except a debt he owed to
someone.
- The Shuhadaa’ will be with the Prophets, Siddigeen (truthful
people) and Saliheen (righteous people).
- He will be safe from the punishment of the grave.
He will be married to the maidens of Jannah.
He will be safe from the fears of the Day of Resurrection.
A crown of sapphire will be placed on the head of a Shaheed.
He will be able to intercede on behalf of 70 members of his
family.

61) Spending in the path of Allah 4 during times of
happiness and sorrow

Another extremely rewarding deed which takes a person to Jannah
is to spend in Allah’s path all the time irrespective of one’s situation.
When a person is wealthy, he spends freely in the path of Allah &5
however, if his wealth is limited, he tends to keep the money for
himself and does not spend in the path of Allah 3. A wise person is
he who spends in Allah’s way during times of wealthiness and times
of poverty as Allah & will reward him abundantly. Allah & states:

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 1/428
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“And hasten towards forgiveness from your Lord and a Paradise as
vast as the heavens and the earth, prepared for those mindful (of
Allah). (They are) those who donate in prosperity and adversity,
control their anger, and pardon others. And Allah loves the good-
doers”. !

In these verses, Allah & mentions the reward of those who spend in
His path in prosperity and adversity. The ultimate reward is Jannah.

62) One who suppresses his anger

A person who is able to control his anger will be amongst those who
will enter Jannah. At times, people get angry and do things which
they regret or say things which they regret later. A wise person is he
who is able to control his anger. Such a person is promised Jannah,
as Allah 35 states:

S5 3 Dshed el « Gul) BT iy Sgnl ot i 155 o8 ke ) 185
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“And hasten towards forgiveness from your Lord and a Paradise as

vast as the heavens and the earth, prepared for those mindful (of

Allah). (They are) those who donate in prosperity and adversity,
control their anger, and pardon others. And Allah loves the good-

doers”. ?

In another verse, Allah 35 states:

5358k 1k Vb G 513 G 5 Y 4 O il
“And those who avoid the major sins and immoralities, and when
they are angry, they forgive”. 3

! Surah Aal-‘Imran: 133-134
2 Surah Aal-‘Imran: 133-134
3 Surah al-Shuraa: 37
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Generally, once a person’s anger has subsided, he tends to forgive
others. However, in the above verse, Allah & mentions an attribute
of a true believer is that he forgives during the time of anger; not
when the anger has subsided. This is indeed a very difficult task but,
at the same time, the reward is great. Only those who have great
courage and high spirits are the ones who have compassion towards
those who oppress them.

Ahadith:
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Abu Dharr < narrated that the Prophet % said: When one of you

becomes angry while standing, he should sit down. If the anger
leaves him, well and good; otherwise, he should lie down. !

3 oW U Gilas Ll L e gl Olagdl Oy ¢ Olantdl o Coadl) O) 58 Al Jgury JU (2
The Prophet #£ said: Anger comes from the devil, the devil was

created of fire, and fire is extinguished only with water; so, when one
of you becomes angry, he should perform ablution.

Ll oS 03} o j0a gmy Uad (oS0 1 J 55 1 OF 1l b @ o 5 o 0 (3
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Abu Hurairah <« narrated that the Prophet #£ said: Whoever

suppresses his rage, while he is able to exact it, he will be clothed by
Allah with the robe of honour. *

0 863 3353 OF o sy shy b (B8 s JB B0 O el 25 S 32 5 Jee 22 (4
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Sahl bin Mu‘aadh bin Anas «% narrated from his father that the Prophet
#¢ said: Whoever suppresses his rage, while he is able to exact it,

Allah will call him before the heads of creation [on the Day of
Judgement] so that he can choose whichever of the Hur he wishes. *

! Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/316
2 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/316
3 Jami’ al-Bayan: 6/59

4 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/316
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63) One who forgives

Forgiving a person who was unjust towards you is another reason to
be admitted to Jannah. A person may have the capability to seek
revenge, however, he opts to forgive. This is an act which is beloved
to Allah 35 as forgiveness is one of His attributes and He wants His
servants to also be forgiving.

A few verses pertaining to the topic:
s 8 0 2Ty Al iy i ik (1

“Be gracious, enjoin what is right, and turn away from those who

act ignorantly”. ! ) S e e . E. .
.@@;&;@@;gﬁ@mgﬁ\www%(z

“And if you had been rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would

have disbanded from about you. So, pardon them”. *

rellalt E£Y ) iy o 03B alial 5 B cab-glis dgo 50 135 5 (3

“And the retribution for an evil act is an evil one like it, but whoever
pardons and makes reconciliation — his reward is [due] from Allah.
Indeed, He does not like wrongdoers .’

Osalag D3ud B b5 aais miL6 (4

“So, turn aside from them and say, Peace. But they are going to
know”. *
B 150 DS BB 5 2 1385 51 038 31 1 35 8y 5

“If [instead] you show [some] good or conceal it or pardon an

offense — indeed, Allah is ever Pardoning and Competent”. >

3 635 Gl 5 0 58 5 50 540 5.(6

“And whoever is patient and forgives — indeed, that is of the matters

[worthy] of resolve”. ®

! Surah al-A’raaf: 199

2 Surah Aal-‘Imran: 159
3 Surah al-Shuraa: 40

4 Surah al-Zukhruf: 89

> Surah al-Nisaa’: 149

¢ Surah al-Shuraa: 43
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“And let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah
should forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful . !

Ahadith:
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Abu Umamah « narrated that the Prophet £ said: The Prophet &
said: I guarantee a house in the surroundings of Paradise for a man
who avoids quarrelling even if he were in the right, a house in the
middle of Paradise for a man who avoids lying even if he were
joking, and a house in the upper part of Paradise for a man who made
his character good. >
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet & said: Sadaqah does not
decrease property and Allah increases the honour of him who

forgives and no one will humble himself for Allah’s sake except that
Allah raises his status. *
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The Prophet £ said to the leaders of Quraysh who harmed him, killed

his companions and drove them out of their land: Go! You are all
free. *
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Narrated "Abdullah: As if [ saw the Prophet # talking about one of
the prophets whose nation had beaten him and caused him to bleed,

while he was cleaning the blood off his face and saying, O Allah!
Forgive my nation, for they have no knowledge. °

! Surah al-Noor: 22

2 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/318
3 Sahih Muslim: 2/325

4 Seerah ibn Hisham: 4/54-55
3> Sahih Muslim: 2/117
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Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al-‘Aas Lgs & >, narrated that the Prophet

# said: Show mercy and you will be shown mercy. Forgive and
Allah will forgive you. !

Benefits of being forgiving:

1) Admission to Jannah

2) A great reward from Allah 3%

3) Attain the forgiveness of Allah &

4) Sign of being from the a3 #si (possessors of constancy)
5) Allah 35 increases the honour of a forgiving person

6) Hatred and resentment are removed from the heart

7) Forgiveness puts the heart at ease

8) Love is born in the heart of others

64) One who repents from sins

In Surah Aal ‘Imran, Allah 3% promises Jannah for the righteous
people who possess many qualities amongst which is to repent
immediately after sinning. Such people are forgiven by Allah & and
admitted to Jannah.

By LS g s a8 50 15l A 1385 gedil il 5 Ramd 1gled 13y Gl
oy k3 1 s o 1

“And those who, when they commit an immorality or wrong
themselves [by transgression], remember Allah and seek forgiveness
Jfor their sins — and who can forgive sins except Allah? — and [who] do

not persist in what they have done while they know”. *

! Musnad Ahmad: 11/619
2 Surah Aa;-‘Imran: 135
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Qur’anic verses pertaining to Istighfar:
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“And ask forgiveness of Allah. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful”. !

i e 5 2

“And [saying], "Seek forgiveness of your Lord and repent to Him”. ?

o g 0 A g B 0 ol 5T 40 i 85 (3

“And whoever does a wrong or wrongs himself but then seeks
forgiveness of Allah will find Allah Forgiving and Merciful .

gagh o0 o Bypdas ¥ (4

“Why do you not seek forgiveness of Allah that you may receive
mercy?”. *

b fab 53 U8 05 A Yol ) T Lot (55 ) 18 7 455 158 o5 (5

“And [saying], Seek forgiveness of your Lord and repent to Him,
[and] He will let you enjoy a good provision for a specified term and
give every doer of favour his favour [i.e., reward] .’

80 5 x5 Dl 4885 + ke 2B 22 o« 1 D) 85 1pgeain B (6
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“And I said, Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a
Perpetual Forgiver. He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in
[continuing] showers and give you increase in wealth and children
and provide for you gardens and provide for you rivers”. °

A man once came to al-Hasan al-Basri and complained to him that
the sky does not shower us with rain - He replied to the man: Seek

! Surah al-Bagarah: 199
2 Surah Hud: 3

3 Surah al-Nisaa’: 110

4 Sunra al-Naml: 64

3 Surah Hud: 3

¢ Surah Nuh: 10-12
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Allah’s forgiveness. Then another person to came to him and said: I
complain of poverty, Hasan al-Basri replied: Seek Allah's
forgiveness. Then another person came to him and complained, my
wife is barren; she cannot bear children. Al-Hasan al-Basri yet again
replied to this person: Seek Allah's forgiveness. The people who
were present asked al-Hasan: Every time a person came to you
complaining, you instructed them to only seek Allah's forgiveness?
He, Hasan al-Basri, replied: Have you not read the statement of
Allah? Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Truly He is Oft-Forgiving. He
will send rain to you in abundance; increase you in wealth and
children; grant you gardens and bestow on you, rivers. [Surah
Nuh:10-12].!

S o sk ( Gek ol et 0 e o3 o (s 5k s 51220 0% .
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“And O my people, ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to
Him. He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in showers and
increase you in strength [added] to your strength. And do not turn
away, [being] criminals”. ?

Ogpihiig phy phdas B O Gy b Cify J8ay D BS'U5 (8
“But Allah would not punish them while you, [O Muhammad], are

among them, and Allah would not punish them while they seek
forgiveness”. 3

Ahadith:
e on ST sl 3 ) ogly B0 sl ) By sk BE A ey cnr i 500 ST B (1
80
Abu Hurairah «# narrated that the Prophet #£ said: By Allah, I seek
the forgiveness of Allah, and repent to Him more than seventy times
in a day. *
G2 JSor A Jom ¢ Sl o a s ) Jguy JB 2JB Legie ) 2y b ol o (2
! Tafseer Ruh al-Ma’ani: 29/72-73
2 Surah Hud: 52

3 Surah al-Anfaal: 33
4 Sahih Bukhari: 2/46
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Ibn Abbas Les & >, narrated that the Prophet % said: If anyone

constantly seeks pardon (from Allah), Allah will appoint for him a
way out of every distress and a relief from every anxiety, and will
provide sustenance for him from where he expects not. !

Sz atigus (3 domy b e BB M Jguny JB 1B i g o M s e (3

Abdullah bin bisr < narrated that the Prophet #& said: Glad tidings
to those who find a lot of seeking forgiveness in the record of their
deeds. ?
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Zubair < narrated that the Prophet # said: Whoever wishes to be
pleased by his book of deeds should seek forgiveness abundantly. 3

(&3esle & w3 ol b 1 Sy s 1 J6 2 Dol 55 &) Jgury o 1B i Mo o il 0
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Anas bin Malik < narrated that the Prophet # said: Allah, the
Exalted, has said: O son of Adam! I forgive you as long as you pray to
Me and hope for My forgiveness, whatever sins you have committed.
O son of Adam, I do not care if your sins reach the height of the
heaven, then you ask for My forgiveness, I would forgive you. O son
of Adam, if you come to Me with an earth load of sins, and meet Me
associating nothing to Me, I would match it with an earth load of
forgiveness. *

The benefits of Istighfaar:

1) Through Istighfaar, Allah 3 sends down rain.

2) Istighfaar is a means to acquiring children and wealth.

3) It becomes easier to become obedient and sustenance becomes
easier to obtain.

4) The one who does Istighfaar thinks little of this world.

! Sunan Ibn Majah: 406
2 Sunan Ibn Majah: 406
3 Al-Mu’jam Al-Waseet: 1/256
4 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/670
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5) Through Istighfaar, the Shaytaan runs away.

6) A person tastes the sweetness of /man and obedience.

7) Attain the love of Allah 3.

8) Increases Iman.

9) Rizq is acquired easily and grief and harm is removed.

10) Allah 35 is pleased with the person who seeks His forgiveness
and accepts is repentance.

11) When the angel of death approaches a person who asked for
Allah’s forgiveness, he gives him glad tidings from his Lord.

12) On the Day of Judgment, he will be under the shade of Allah’s
thrones.

13) A person stays away from all different types of bad habits.

14) The Angels that are holding the throne make Dua for a person
who seeks Allah’s forgiveness.

aou wow mow gha mom mm
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65) Trust in Allah & (Tawakkul)

Those who place their trust in Allah & will also enter Jannah, as He
3% promises:
2031655 oy e 566 22t bl e a1 5 sl Sl 5 35505 i e G
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“The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, their
hearts become fearful, and when His verses are recited to them, it
increases them in faith; and upon their Lord they rely. The ones who
establish prayer, and from what We have provided them, they spend.
Those are the believers, truly. For them are degrees [of high

position] with their Lord and forgiveness and noble provision”. !

Tawakkul is to place firm trust in Allah 3 and to believe that all
benefits and losses are from Allah & only. Without His will, no leaf
falls from a tree and everything —small or big- is dependent on Allah
3&. When a person falls ills, he takes medicines that will cure him

! Surah al-Anfaal: 2-4
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however, with this, one must believe that, ultimately, it is Allah 35
who will cure him.

Qur’anic verses:

There are many verses in the Qur’an where Allah 3 states the
benefits of placing our trust in Him as well as its reward. Below are
a few verses:

sl Ll &y (1
“Indeed, Allah loves those who rely [upon Him] .
A Je 8 e sp (2

“And when you have decided, then rely upon Allah”. *

2235 oy S ¥ s G e 555 (3

“And rely upon the Ever-Living who does not die, and exalt [ Allah]

with His praise”. 3

35 by 5 B o 15555 (4
“And rely upon Allah. And sufficient is Allah as Disposer of
affairs”.* o

i i e 55 5 5

“And whoever relies upon Allah — then He is sufficient for him”. >
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“But if they turn away, [O Muhammad)], say, "Sufficient for me is
Allah; there is no deity except Him. On Him I have relied, and He is
the Lord of the Great Throne”. °

Ogaad JE55cls dn Je (7

» 7

“And upon Allah let the believers rely”.

! Surah Aal-Tmran: 159
2 Surah Aal-'Tmran: 159
3 Surah al-Furqaan: 58
4 Surah al-Nisaa': 81

5 Surah al-Talagq: 3

¢ Surah al-Tawbah: 129
7 Surah Ibrahim: 11
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Ahadith:
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‘Umar «% narrated: (The Prophet #£ said): If you all depend on Allah
with due reliance, He would certainly give you provision as He gives

it to birds who go forth hungry in the morning and return with full
belly at dusk. !
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Anas <« narrated that the Prophet #& said: Whoever says (upon
leaving his house): Bismillah, tawakkaltu 'al Allah, wa la hawla wa
la quwwata illa billah [1 begin with the Name of Allah; I trust in
Allah; there is no altering of conditions but by the Power of Allah],
it will be said to him: You are guided, defended and protected. The
devil will go far away from him. One devil will say to another: How
can you deal with a man who has been guided, defended and
protected. ?

55Ty Lealbl of ¢ 85Ty Loliel 1l Jguny U 2 oy JB :J6 &T e e oy il e (3

Anas <% narrated that a man said to the Prophet # said: O Messenger
of Allah! Shall I tie it (his camel) and rely (upon Allah), or leave it
loose and rely (upon Allah)? He said: Tie it and rely (upon Allah). 3
Al B aan g I sl WY o cunpe B I JB JB g 1 oy e ol e (4
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! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/509

2 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/354
3 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/530
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Ibn Abbas Lge & >, narrated that the Prophet & said: The people

were displayed in front of me and I saw one prophet passing by with
a large group of his followers, and another prophet passing by with
only a small group of people, and another prophet passing by with
only ten (persons), and another prophet passing by with only five
(persons), and another prophet passed by alone. And then I looked
and saw a large multitude of people, so I asked Jibreel: Are these
people my followers? He said: No, but look towards the horizon. |
looked and saw a very large multitude of people. Jibreel said: Those
are your followers, and those are seventy thousand (persons) in front
of them who will neither have any reckoning of their accounts nor
will receive any punishment. I asked, Why? He said: For they used
not to treat themselves with branding (cauterization) nor with Ruqya
(get oneself treated by the recitation of some Verses of the Qur’an)
and not to see evil omen in things, and they used to put their trust
(only) in their Lord. On hearing that, 'Ukasha bin Mihsan got up and
said (to the Prophet): Invoke Allah to make me one of them. The
Prophe # said: O Allah, make him one of them. Then another man
got up and said (to the Prophet): Invoke Allah to make me one of
them. The Prophet # said: Ukasha has preceded you. !

66) To love Allah & and His Messenger #

Every believer has the desire to go to Jannah. One of the many ways
to enter Jannah is to love Allah 3 and His Messenger #z.

One narration states:

Sy B &l TV e 8 Y 16 S Eosiel 13y 1 cieludl e Aluy HE A U] 2y sl
A man came to the Prophet % and said: When would be the Last
Hour? Allah's Messenger # said: What preparation have you made

for that? Thereupon he said: The love of Allah and of His Messenger
(that is my preparation for the Last Hour). Thereupon he (the Holy

!'Sahih Muslim: 1/149
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Prophet) said: You would be along with one whom you love. !

This narration indicates that a person who loves Rasulullah % will
enter Jannah.

Allah 35 states:
WL 038 By Wsidbih Jipsly 1Kaes W5l K015 ashishy aSheT 080y b
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natdl 23800
“Say, [O Muhammad], "If your fathers, your sons, your brothers,
your wives, your relatives, wealth which you have obtained,
commerce wherein you fear decline, and dwellings with which you
are pleased are more beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger
and jihad [i.e., striving] in His cause, then wait until Allah executes

His command. And Allah does not guide the defiantly disobedient
people.”?

Under this verse, Maulana Manzoor Nu'mani writes: As it is
distinctly stated in these verses, the love of the Believers for Allah,
the Prophet # and the Islamic faith must be stronger than the love
for all the amiable objects in the world. Without it, the pleasure of
Allah cannot be gained, nor His special guidance obtained, nor can
Faith acquire perfection.

He further adds:

Once this stage is reached, it will not only be easy for anyone to
observe the duties of Islam and to carry out the commands of Allah
and the Prophet, but he will also derive a pleasure even from laying
down his life for the sake of Faith. Conversely, a person in whose
heart the love for Allah and His Messenger is not entrenched firmly
will find it most difficult to keep to the everyday Islamic injunctions
and to obey the common religious precepts. At best, it will become
a routine affair, a tediously automatic procedure. Hence, it has been
said that unless the love for Allah and the Prophet governs and has
the control of all other attachments and affections the true station of
love cannot be attained nor its sweetness perceived. *
! Sahih Bukhari: 1/652

2 Surah al-Tawbah: 24
3 Ma'ariful Hadith: 1/93
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It is narrated in a Hadith:
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Ali ibn Abi Talib was asked: How was your love for the Prophet #£?

He replied: He # was more beloved to us than our wealth, our
fathers, our mothers, and cold water during extreme thirst. !
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‘Umar bin al-Khattab <« said: O Allah's Messenger # ! You are
dearer to me than everything except my own self. The Prophet
said: No, by Him in Whose Hand my soul is, (you will not have
complete faith) till I am dearer to you than your own self. Then
‘Umar said to him: However, now, by Allah, you are dearer to me
than my own self. The Prophet # said: Now, O ‘Umar, (now you
are a believer).

Ahadith:
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Anas « narrated that the Messenger of Allah #& said: None of you
has believed until I am dearer to him than his son, his father and all
the people.
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Anas < narrated that the Prophet #£ said: There are three qualities
and whoever has them, will taste the sweetness of Iman: To love
Allah and His Messenger # more than anyone else; to love a slave
(of Allah) only for (the sake of) Allah; and to abhor returning to
infidelity after Allah has saved him from it as he would abhor to be
thrown into the fire (of Hell). *
! Al-Shifaa": 497
2 Sahih Bukhari: 2/511

3 Sahih Bukhari: 1/62
4 Sahih Bukhari: 1/63
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From the above-mentioned verses and narrations, it becomes evident
that a person is required to love Allah & and His Messenger more
than any of his beloved family members, his wealth or possessions
in order to become a true believer.

The requirement for the love of the Messenger of Allah:

It is not merely sufficient for a person to claim that he loves the
Messenger of Allah # by tongue. One must carry out all his
commands and stay away from all those things he has prohibited
from doing so. One must fulfill the Sunnah of Rasulullah # and
follow his teachings and his way of life. Additionally, one should
study his Seerah and also recite Durood as much as possible.

Allah 35 says:
e st 5 1 Kg8h K0 s 0 (K0E g rdl A Ogid KD 6

“Say, [O Muhammad]: If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Forgiving
and Merciful.”
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67) A person who recites the Holy Qur’an

Recitation of the Qur’an leads a person to Jannah as Allah 35 states:

353 - 355 o B i Koo T RIS & 154l S5l 15801 1 oG5k o )
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“Indeed, those who recite the Book of Allah and establish prayer and
spend [in His cause] out of what We have provided them, secretly
and publicly, [can] expect a transaction [i.e., profit] that will never
perish —That He may give them in full their rewards and increase for

them of His bounty. Indeed, He is Forgiving and Appreciative”. ?

In the era of tribulations (Fitnah), many people are misguided from
the fact that it is of utmost importance to recite the Qur’an. Some

! Surah Aal-‘Imran: 31
2 Surah Fatir: 29-30
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claim that there is no benefit in just reciting the words of the Qur’an
merely rather, it is more important to understand its meaning. If we
give preference to understanding its meaning, and ignore the fact that
recitation is also very important, then we will be leaving out a very
important objective of the Prophet’s # mission which is to recite the
verses of the Qur’an. Reciting the verses of the Qur’an is an act of
worship which is highly rewarded.

The importance of reciting the Qur’an:

The importance of the recitation of the Holy Qur’an can be
understood through the verses wherein Allah 3 mentioned the
objectives and purposes of the Prophet’s mission and declared
‘Reciting the verses’ first out of the four objectives mentioned.

Allah 35 says:

S 44ty a5 00T paile 5 el 13 Yyl g ER ) et o i G 1

&y
“Certainly did Allah confer [great] favor upon the believers when
He sent among them a Messenger from themselves, reciting to them
His verses and purifying them and teaching them the Book [i.e., the

Qur’an] and wisdom, although they had been before in manifest
» ]
error’”.

Additionally, when Ibrahim %48 made a supplication to Allah 3 to
send a Messenger, he also pointed out four objectives out of which
reciting the verses of the Qur’an was mentioned first:

S &l ) g S s o dkligy e gl 5k 45 Yy e Sy
“Our Lord, and send among them a messenger from themselves who

will recite to them Your verses and teach them the Book and wisdom
and purify them, Indeed, You are the Exalted in Might, the Wise”. 2

Furthermore, Allah d5 states:

B e sl dn &l

! Surah Aal-‘Imran: 164
2 Surah al-Baqarah: 129
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“These are the verses of Allah which We recite to you, [O
Muhammad], in truth”. !

The recitation of the Holy Qur’an was also a practice which was
beloved to the Prophet # and his companions. Additionally, Allah
3% has commanded his servants to recite the Qur’an and he has
promised great reward for those who do.

Below are a few Qur’anic verses and Ahadith that deal with the
importance of reciting the Qur’an:
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“Those to whom We have given the Book recite it with its true recital.

They [are the ones who] believe in it. And whoever disbelieves in it

— it is they who are the losers”. ?

S5 oS0 15l 4 150026 ST 25 1315 (2

“So when the Qur’an is recited, then listen to it and pay attention

that you may receive mercy”. >

Ol oy 3 6y 4836 0T il Sl 13y 2l Sl 35513y ol 05l ) (3

“The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, their
hearts become fearful, and when His verses are recited to them, it

increases them in faith; and upon their Lord they rely”.*

S e 5 1354s O Bl BT &y el OT385 il gnd ) et 8400 B8lal 31 (4
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“Establish prayer at the decline of the sun [from its meridian] until
the darkness of the night and [also] the Qur’an [i.e., recitation] of
dawn. Indeed, the recitation of dawn is ever witnessed. And from
[part of] the night, pray with it [i.e., recitation of the Qur’an] as

additional [worship] for you, it is expected that your Lord will

resurrect you to a praised station”.’

! Surah al-Bagarah: 252
2 Surah al-Baqarah: 121
3 Surah al-A’raaf: 204

4 Surah al-Anfaal: 2

° Surah al-Israa’: 78-79
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“Indeed, those who recite the Book of Allah and establish prayer and

spend [in His cause] out of what We have provided them, secretly

and publicly, [can] expect a transaction [i.e., profit] that will never
v

perish”.
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“Allah has sent down the best statement: a consistent Book wherein
is reiteration. The skins shiver therefrom of those who fear their
Lord; then their skins and their hearts relax at the remembrance
[i.e., mention] of Allah. That is the guidance of Allah by which He
guides whom He wills. And one whom Allah sends astray — for him

2
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there is no guide”.

“And We have certainly made the Qur’an easy for remembrance, so

is there any who will remember? >

Ahadith:

Ol Ty s llly gyl LS il pn ST alll 16 HE &) o) 0F Lgze 1 ) 22810 e (1
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Hazrat ‘Aaishah = & ) narrated that the Prophet # said: The one

who is proficient in the recitation of the Qur’an will be with the

honorable and obedient scribes (angels) and he who recites the

Qur’an and finds it difficult to recite, doing his best to recite it in the
best way possible, will have two rewards. *

Abdullah bin Mas’ood <« narrated that the Prophet #& said: Whoever
recites a letter from the Book of Allah, he will be credited with a

! Surah Fatir: 29

2 Surah al-Zumar: 23
* Surah al-Qamar: 17
4 Sahih Muslim: 1/321
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good deed, and a good deed gets a ten-fold reward. I do not say that
Alif-Lam-Mim is one letter, but Alif is a letter, Lam is a letter and
Mim is a letter. !
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Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari <% narrated that the Prophet %z said:

A believer who recites the Qur’an is like a citron whose fragrance is
sweet and whose taste is sweet, a believer who does not recite the
Qur’an is like a date which has no fragrance but has a sweet taste, a
hypocrite who does not recite the Qur’an is like the colocynth which
has no fragrance and has a bitter taste, and the hypocrite who recites
the Qur’an is like basil whose fragrance is sweet but whose taste is
bitter.
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Abu Umamah % reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah #&
saying: Read the Qur’an, for it will come as an intercessor for its
reciters on the Day of Resurrection.
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Al-Nawas bin Sam‘aan « narrated that the Prophet #= said: The
Qur’an and its people who applied it, will be brought on the Day of
Resurrection preceded with Surat Al-Baqarah and Surat Al-'ITmran
arguing on behalf of those who applied them. *
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‘Uthmaan bin ‘Affaan <% narrated that the Prophet %z said: The best
among you is he who learns and teaches the Qur’an. °

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/583
2 Sahih Bukhari: 2/328
3 Sahih Muslim: 1/323
4 Sahih Muslim: 1/323
> Sahih Bukhari: 2/257
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Abdullah bin ‘Umar L & >, narrated that the Prophet 42 said: Envy

is permitted only in two cases: A man whom Allah gives wealth, and
he disposes of it rightfully, and a man to whom Allah gives
knowledge which he applies and teaches it. '
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Abu Hurairah « narrated that the Prophet # said: Any group of

people that assemble in one of the Houses of Allah to recite the Book

of Allah, learning and teaching it, tranquility will descend upon

them, mercy will engulf them, angels will surround them and Allah
will make mention of them to those (the angels) in His proximity. 2

Gy 31 10T Corliad Qi 1J6 HE ) Jgery OF Ligie 1 ) (ol gms o e 2 (9

a5 AT 5T e $line 0 (sl 3 57 'L Jiy

Abdullah bin ‘Umar bin al-‘Aas L & .2, narrated that the Prophet

# said: The one who was devoted to the Qur’an will be told to recite,

ascend and recite carefully as he recited carefully when he was in the

world, for he will reach his abode when he comes to the last verse he

recites. *
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Abu Sulaiman al-Khattabi said: It has been reported that the verses in

the Qur’an indicate the levels of Jannah. Whoever fulfills the right of
all the verses in the Qur’an, will attain the highest level of Jannah. *

LA o9 W WL Cday ¥ A 0B (0T okt e bl of JU (11
Abu Umamah said: Memorize the Qur’an, for indeed Allah &5 will
not punish a person whose heart is filled with the Qur’an. °

! Sahih Bukhari: 2/25

2 Sahih Muslim: 2/359

3 Sunan Abi Dawood: 1/216

4 Sharh al-Sunnah li al-Baghawi: 4/435
> Sharh al-Sunnah li al-Baghawi: 4/437
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Khabbab bin al-Arat said: Get close to Allah 3 as much as you can
and nothing will get you closer to Him than His words.
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Abu Sa‘eed < narrated that the Prophet % said: The Lord, Blessed

and Most High is He, has said: Whoever is too busy with the Qur’an

for remembering Me and asking Me, then I shall give him more than

what I give to those who ask.'And the virtue of Allah's Speech over
the speech of others is like the virtue of Allah over His creation. >

LA 863y 8l (Shilie g5 s il e (14

Anas « said: Fill your houses with Nur (light) with performing

Salaah and reciting the Holy Qur’an. *
LN 813 zal B3l Juadl: o pty o Oleadl e (15
Nu’man bin Bashir « narrates that the Prophet & said: The best form

of worship of my nation is the recitation of the Qur’an. *
BT G925 3o ogbly ST lorsi ¥ ¢ OTAN ol b 1Bgigag Loghe SU sk o 0 25Ty (16
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Do not make the Qur’an a pillow, but recite it as it deserves to be
recited during the night and the day. Recite it aloud, chant it and
consider its contents, perhaps you may prosper. °

Imam Abu Hanifah said:
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Whoever reads the Qur’an (completing it) twice per year then verily

he fulfilled its right [haqq] because the Prophet £ recited the Qur’an

to Jibreel ¥48) twice in the year he # passed away in. °

! Abu Nu’aim in Hilyah: 9/199
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/585

3 Shu’b al-Iman: 3/403

4 Shu’b al-Iman: 3/396

5 Shu’b al-Iman: 3/388

¢ Al-Itgan li al-Suyuti: 665
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From this it is understood that the recitation of the Qur’an is of
utmost importance and we will gain benefit from its recitation by the
will of Allah 3.

The benefits of reciting the Qur’an:
1) Attaining reward

2) Forgiveness of sins

3) Descending of peace and mercy
4) Entry into Paradise

5) Protection from the fire of Hell
6) Awakening of the heart

7) Blessings in one’s house

8) Cure from external diseases

9) Cure from internal diseases

10) Attaining Intercession

11) Protection from the evil eye

12) Increase in one’s sustenance
13) Remembrance of Allah &

14) Attain the pleasure of Allah 3%
15) Getting close to Allah &&

16) Gaining an elevated status in Jannah

These are just some of the many benefits of reciting the Qur’an for
us to understand and realise its importance.
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68) One who enjoins good and forbids evil
Enjoining good and forbidding evil (S s 4 4 Byall ) is another

means to enter Jannah. Allah & has commanded the believers to
enjoin good and forbid evil in numerous places in the Qur’an:
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“The believing men and believing women are allies of one another.
They enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and establish
prayer and give Zakah and obey Allah and His Messenger. Those —
Allah will have mercy upon them. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might
and Wise. Allah has promised the believing men and believing
women gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide
eternally, and pleasant dwellings in gardens of perpetual residence;
but approval from Allah is greater. It is that which is the great

attainment !
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“You are the best nation produced [as an example] for mankind. You
enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and believe in Allah”. ?

Ahadith on enjoing good (S5l i)

(lop cody ej&b\}iarg.n(ﬂ)do Jﬂ@éﬁf&dy)w 1B e gpud) dau quﬁ—(l
WY sl ll3y cadid oty § OB ailudd oty

Abu Sa‘eed al-Khudri <% narrated that the Prophet & said: Whoever
amongst you sees an evil, he must change it with his hand; if he is
unable to do so, then with his tongue; and if he is unable to do so,
then with his heart; and that is the weakest form of Faith. 3

! Surah al-Tawbah: 71-72
2 Surah Aal-‘Imran: 110
3 Sahih Muslim: 1/77
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Ibn Mas’ood <« narrated that the Prophet #& said: Never a Prophet
had been sent before me by Allah to his people but he had, among
his people, (his) disciples and companions, who followed his ways
and obeyed his command. Then there came after them their
successors who proclaimed what they did not practise, and practised
what they were not commanded to do. And (he) who strove against
them with his hand is a believer; he who strove against them with his
heart is a believer; and he who strove against them with his tongue
is a believer; and beyond that there is no grain of Faith. !
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Nu‘man bin Bashir L« 4 >, narrated that the Prophet %2 said: The

example of the person abiding by Allah's order and restrictions in
comparison to those who violate them is like the example of those
persons who drew lots for their seats in a boat. Some of them got
seats in the upper part, and the others in the lower. When the latter
needed water, they had to go up to bring water (and that troubled the
others), so they said, 'Let us make a hole in our share of the ship (and
get water) saving those who are above us from troubling them. So, if
the people in the upper part left the others do what they had
suggested, all the people of the ship would be destroyed, but if they
prevented them, both parties would be safe.
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! Sahih Muslim: 1/78
2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/439
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Abu Sa‘eed al-Khudri « narrated that the Prophet #£ said: Avoid
sitting on the paths. They (his Companions) said: Allah's Messenger,
there is no other help to it (but to sit there as we) hold our meetings
and discuss matters there. Thereupon Allah’s Messenger #£ said: If
you have to sit at all, then fulfil the rights, of the path. They said:
What are their rights? Thereupon he said: Keeping the eye downward
(so that you may not stare at the women), refraining from doing some
harm to the other and exchanging mutual greetings (saying as-
Salamu 'Alaikum to one another) and commanding the good and
forbidding the evil. !
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Hudhaifah <« narrated that the Prophet #£ said: By Him in Whose
Hand my life is, you either enjoin good and forbid evil, or Allah will
certainly soon send His punishment to you. Then you will make
supplication and it will not be accepted. >
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It was narrated that Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq said: O people! you recite
this verse: 'O you who believe! Take care of your own selves. If you
follow the (right) guidance [and enjoin what is right (Islamic
Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and forbid what is
wrong (polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden)] no
hurt can come to you from those who are in error'®. I heard the
Messenger of Allah #& say: If the people see an evildoer and do not
stop him, soon Allah will send His punishment upon them all. *

! Sahih Muslim: 2/211-212
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/486

3 Al-Ma’idah : 105

4 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/486
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69) Being just towards Allah’s creations

Another way to enter Jannah is to be just towards others. Those who
are just to others will be seated upon pulpits of light on the Day of
Resurrection, as the Prophet # stated in a Hadith:
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Abdullah bin ‘Umar L= & 2, narrated that the Prophet %2 said: The

just will be seated upon pulpits of light. Those who are fair with
regards to their judgement and their family and those who are under
them. !

One of the objectives of the Prophet’s % mission was to establish a
just society. As a result of his struggle and hard work for over 23
years, he established a society where justice and equality were
practically established. Justice is fundamental to the stability of any
society. On the contrary, a society based on oppression and injustice
sooner or later disappears. That is why the core struggle faced by
previous reformers of the world was to establish justice. As far as the
Islamic system of truth is concerned, all its efforts are to establish
justice.

A few Qur’anic verses and Ahadith pertaining to justice:
U d &) JAaly 15688 OF ol G 2iaKs 1305 Gl J) Bl 19358 Of ;f\, & (1
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“Indeed, Allah commands you to render trusts to whom they are due
and when you judge between people to judge with justice. Excellent
is that which Allah instructs you. Indeed, Allah is ever Hearing and
Seeing”. 2
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! Sahih Muslim: 2/130
2 Surah al-Nisaa’: 58
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“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice,
witness for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and
relatives. Whether one is rich or poor, Allah is more worthy of both.
So follow not [personal] inclination, lest you not be just. And if you
distort [your testimony] or refuse [to give it], then indeed Allah is
ever, of what you do, Aware”. !
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“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm for Allah,
witnesses in justice, and do not let the hatred of a people prevent you

from being just. Be just; that is nearer to righteousness. And fear
Allah; indeed, Allah is [fully] Aware of what you do””. *

kil g A &y ey i JK506 S by (4

“And if you judge, judge between them with justice. Indeed, Allah
loves those who act justly”. ?
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“And do not approach the orphan's property except in a way that is
best [i.e., intending improvement]| until he reaches maturity. And
give full measure and weight in justice. We do not charge any soul
except [with that within] its capacity. And when you speak [i.e.,
testify], be just, even if [it concerns] a near relative. And the
covenant of Allah fulfill. This has He instructed you that you may

remember”’. *
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“Say, [O Muhammad], My Lord has ordered justice and that you
direct yourselves [to the Qiblah] at every place [or time] of

! Surah al-Nisaa’: 135
2 Surah al-Maa’idah: 8
* Surah al-Maa’idah: 42
4 Surah al-An’aam: 152
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prostration, and invoke Him, be sincere to Him in religion." Just as
He originated you, you will return [to life] — A group [of you] He
guided, and a group deserved [to be in] error. Indeed, they [i.e., the
latter] had taken the devils as allies instead of Allah while they
thought that they were guided”. '
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“And among those We created is a community which guides by truth

and thereby establishes justice”. ?
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“And Allah presents an example of two men, one of them dumb and
unable to do a thing, while he is a burden to his guardian. Wherever
he directs him, he brings no good. Is he equal to one who commands
Jjustice, while he is on a straight path
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“Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving [help] to

relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded”. *
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“So to that [religion of Allah] invite, [O Muhammad], and remain
on a right course as you are commanded and do not follow their
inclinations but say, "I have believed in what Allah has revealed of
scripture [i.e., the Qur’an], and I have been commanded to do justice
among you. Allah is our Lord and your Lord. For us are our deeds,
and for you your deeds. There is no [need for] argument between us
and you. Allah will bring us together, and to Him is the [final]
destination.”’

! Surah al-‘A’raaf: 29-30

2 Surah al-A’raaf: 181

* Surah al-Nahl: 76

4 Surah al-Nahl: 90
> Surah al-Shuraa: 15
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“And if two factions among the believers should fight, then make
settlement between the two. But if one of them oppresses the other,
then fight against the one that oppresses until it returns to the
ordinance of Allah. And if it returns, then make settlement between
them in justice and act justly. Indeed, Allah loves those who act
Justly”. !
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“And the heaven He raised and imposed the balance. That you not

transgress within the balance. And establish weight in justice and

do not make deficient the balance”. ?
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“We have already sent Our messengers with clear evidences and
sent down with them the Scripture and the balance that the people
may maintain [their affairs] in justice. And We sent down iron,
wherein is great military might and benefits for the people, and so
that Allah may make evident those who support Him and His
messengers unseen. Indeed, Allah is Powerful and Exalted in
Might”.?

Ahadith:
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Abdullah bin ‘Umar L« &4 >, narrated that the Prophet 3£ said: The

just will be seated upon pulpits of light." Those who are fair with
regards to their judgement and their family and those who are under
them. 4

! Surah al-Hujurat: 9

2 Surah al-Rahman: 7-9
3 Surah al-Hadeed: 25
4 Sahih Muslim: 2/130
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Abu Hurairah 4 narrated that the Prophet % said: Seven people
Allah will give them His Shade on the Day when there would be no
shade but the Shade of His Throne (i.e., on the Day of Resurrection):
And they are: a just ruler; a youth who grew up with the worship of
Allah; a person whose heart is attached to the mosques, two men who
love and meet each other and depart from each other for the sake of
Allah; a man whom an extremely beautiful woman seduces (for illicit
relation), but he (rejects this offer and) says: I fear Allah; a man who
gives in charity and conceals it (to such an extent) that the left hand
does not know what the right has given; and a man who remembers
Allah in solitude and his eyes become tearful. !
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet #£ said: A commander (of
the Muslims) is a shield for them. They fight behind him and they
are protected by (him from tyrants and aggressors). If he enjoins fear
of God, the Exalted and Glorious, and dispenses justice, there will
be a (great) reward for him; and if he enjoins otherwise, it redounds
on him. ?
3 JS Al ) o Joriy ¢ it Geloate Jada Ol 45 23 ) o 16 HE A e (4
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The Prophet #£ said: The people of Jannah will be of three kinds: A
just successful ruler, a man who shows mercy to his relatives, and a
pious believer who has a large family and refrains from begging. 3

a7 ) Ao % . % %2 PP .
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! Sahih Bukhari: 1/159
2 Sahih Muslim: 2/134
3 Sahih Muslim: 2/389
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Hazrat ‘Aaishah s &4 >, narrated: A woman borrowed some
jewellery, saying that other people whose names were known but
hers was not then she sold it and kept the money. She was brought to
the Messenger of Allah #& and her people went to Usamah bin Zaid,
who spoke to the Messenger of Allah concerning her. The face of the
Messenger of Allah # changed color while he was speaking to him.
Then the Messenger of Allah #& said to him: Are you interceding
with me concerning one of the Hadd (punishments) decreed by
Allah? Usamah said: Pray for forgiveness for me, O Messenger of
Allah #£ ! Then the Messenger of Allah #& stood up that evening, he
praised and glorified Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, as he deserves,
then he said: The people who came before you were destroyed
because, whenever a noble person among them stole, they let him
go. But if a low-class person stole, they would carry out the
punishment on him. By the One in whose hand is the soul of
Muhammad, if Fatimah bint Muhammad were to steal, I would cut
off her hand' Then he cut off that woman. !

Y tisly e bas o I b any Gl de Bhat 1B Legie Bl (o) piy o Olandl 2 (6
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Nu'man bin Bashir reported: My father donated to me some of his
property. My mother Amra bint Rawaha said: I shall not be pleased
(with this act) until you make Allah's Messenger # a witness to it.
My father went to Allah's Apostle # in order to make him the
witness of the donation given to me. Allah's Messenger # said to
him: Have you done the same with every son of yours? He said: No.
Thereupon he (the Holy Prophet) said: Fear Allah and observe equity
in case of your children. My father returned and got back the gift.”

! Sunan al-Nisaa’i: 2/256
2 Sahih Muslim: 2/471
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Abu Hurairah <4 narrated that the Prophet #& said: If anyone seeks
the office of judge among Muslims till he gets it and his justice

prevails over his tyranny, he will go to Paradise; but the man whose
tyranny prevails over his justice will go to Hell.
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Narrated Ali ibn Abu Talib: The Messenger of Allah #& sent me to
the Yemen as judge, and I asked: Messenger of Allah % , are you
sending me when I am young and have no knowledge of the duties
of a judge? He replied: Allah will guide your heart and keep your
tongue true. When two litigants sit in front of you, do not decide till
you hear what the other has to say as you heard what the first had to
say; for it is best that you should have a clear idea of the best

decision. He said: I had been a judge (for long); or he said (the
narrator is doubtful): I have no doubts about a decision afterwards.>
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet % said: Every joint of a
person must perform a charity each day that the sun rises: to judge
justly between two people is a charity. To help a man with his mount,
lifting him onto it or hoisting up his belongings onto it, is a charity.
And the good word is a charity. And every step that you take towards

the prayer is a charity, and removing a harmful object from the road
is a charity. *

WMLQ\C&!L,Q;AE.,W@LJ\C&\Lgeif&!j,:»)gjbdbdé“euﬁ&u&(lo

! Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/148 e
2 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/481
3 Sahih Bukhari: 1/527
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Abu Ayyub < narrated that the Prophet & said: Allah’s hand is with
the judge when he judges and Allah’s hand is with the one who
distributes justly when he distributes. '
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The Prophet used to divide his time among his wives equally and

say: O Allah! this is my division concerning what I possess, so do
not blame me concerning what you possess, and I do not. 2
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Nu‘man bin Bashir « narrated that the Prophet #& said: Act justly
with your children, act justly with your sons, act justly with your
sons. He said it three times.

How and what to do justice in?
Holding firmly on to the Qur’an and Sunnah.
Applying justice to our lives.

Do justice to the word of Allah & and do not care about the reproach
of anyone.

Being just in fulfilling the rights of one’s wives.

Being just towards sons while dealing with them or giving them gifts.
Being just towards boys and girls.

Being just whilst fulfilling rights.

Being just when deciding issues between people.

Being just whilst giving.

Being just during accountability and consequences.

Being just towards oneself.

! Musnad Ahmad: 38/495
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 345
* Musnad Ahmad: 3/393
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Benefits of being just:
Entry to Jannah.

Peace in this life and the hereafter.
If a King or ruler is just, his country will remain safe.
Allah 35 loves those who are just.

Trust, steadfastness, strength and honour is gained by being just.

70) To worship Allah & with Ihsaan (perfection/excellence)

Ihsaan is derived from the Arabic word Husn which means beauty.
Thsaan is to create beauty in one’s worship. Worshipping Allah &
with /hsaan is to worship Him as if you can see Him or that He can
see you. It is narrated in Sahih Muslim:

A man came to the Prophet 4 and asked him about four things. What
is Islam? What is Iman? What is Thsaan? When will the hour be
established? After answering what Islam is and what Iman is,
Rasulullah # answered what Ihsaan is by saying:
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Ihsan is to worship Allah as if you see Him, and if you do not achieve
this state of devotion, then (take it for granted that) Allah sees you.'

Those who worship Allah & with Ihsaan will enter Jannah, as Allah
35 states:

Dyl g o i Dol 31 83 95 78 1das A ¥ By oo 14 sl
“For them who have done good (worshipped Allah 3 with Thsaan)
is the best [reward] — and extra. No darkness will cover their faces,
nor humiliation. Those are companions of Paradise; they will abide

therein eternally”. 2

! Sahih Muslim: 1/53
2 Surah Yunus: 26
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The word Husnaa in this verse refers to Jannah and Ziyadah refers
to visiting Allah &% (Ziyarat). A person who worships Allah & with
Ihsaan in this world will be fortunate to see Allah & in Jannabh.

71) Avoid belief in bad omens

One of the many ways to enter Jannah is to have firm belief in Allah
3% and that everything happens based on His will and to refrain from
getting involved in believing in any bad omens. Such people will
enter Jannah without questioning and punishment, as it is narrated
in a Hadith:
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Ibn Abbas Lgs & o, narrated that the Prophet %% said: The people

were displayed in front of me and I saw one prophet passing by with
a large group of his followers, and another prophet passing by with
only a small group of people, and another prophet passing by with
only ten (persons), and another prophet passing by with only five
(persons), and another prophet passed by alone. And then I looked
and saw a large multitude of people, so I asked Gabriel: Are these
people my followers? He said: No, but look towards the horizon. I
looked and saw a very large multitude of people. Gabriel said: Those
are your followers, and those are seventy thousand (persons) in front
of them who will neither have any reckoning of their accounts nor
will receive any punishment. I asked: 'Why? He said: For they used
not to treat themselves with branding (cauterization) nor with Ruqya
(get oneself treated by the recitation of some Verses of the Qur’an
and not to see evil omen in things, and they used to put their trus
(only) in their Lord. On hearing that, Ukasha bin Mihsan got up and
said (to the Prophet): Invoke Allah to make me one of them. The

188
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Prophet & said: O Allah, make him one of them. Then another man
got up and said (to the Prophet): Invoke Allah to make me one of
them. The Prophet # said: 'Ukasha has preceded you. !

Islam abhors bad omens and superstitions as it is tantamount to Shirk
(polytheism).

The Prophet #z said:
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Abdullah bin Mas’ood < narrated that the Prophet #£ said: Taking
omens is polytheism; taking omens is polytheism. He said it three
times. 2

Clarification of a misunderstanding:

What a foreteller or a soothsayer says may be true at times. While
some forms of omens tend to be true, one must always remember
that these are completely prohibited in Islam irrespective of whether
they are true or false.

Imam Bukhari narrates:
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Narrated ‘Aaishah e & > Some people asked the Prophet &
regarding the soothsayers. He said: They are nothing. They said: O
Allah's Messenger #2! Some of their talks come true. The Prophet #&
said: That word which happens to be true is what a Jinn snatches
away by stealth (from the Heaven) and pours it in the ears of his
friend (the foreteller) with a sound like the cackling of a hen. The
soothsayers then mix with that word, one hundred lies. *

!'Sahih Muslim: 1/148
2 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/190
3 Sahih Bukhari: 97/186
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72) A just ruler or king

Being a leader or a ruler is a great test. A ruler has the choice of using
his power for good or bad. He has the choice of choosing to be just
or unjust. Some rulers are not god-fearing and tend do all kinds of
oppressions to save their government. However, a ruler who fears
Allah 3 , enforces Allah’s commands and establishes justice will
enter Jannah as the Prophet & stated in a Hadlth:

pans 43 (83 JSI AR 5y s oy 43893 Janin Olalls 55 :0 st Jal 1B HE ) e

.J‘.s; .,s .t .’./.,

The people of Jannah will be of three kinds: A just successful ruler,
a man who shows mercy to his relatives, and a pious believer who
has a large family and refrains from begging. !

Another narration states:
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet & said: A commander (of

the Muslims) is a shield for them. They fight behind him and they
are protected by (him from tyrants and aggressors). If he enjoins fear
of God, the Exalted and Glorious, and dispenses justice, there will
be a (great) reward for him; and if he enjoins otherwise, it redounds
on him. ?

Note: Details on justice and its importance has already been
discussed earlier.

! Sahih Muslim: 2/134
2 Sahih Muslim: 2/389
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73) A person who remembers Allah & and cries in
isolation

From the deeds that enter a person to Jannah, is to remember Allah
3% alone and shed tears. These are the people who attain the Qurb
(closeness) to Allah 35 as they spend their nights in worship whilst
everyone else is asleep. They sacrifice their sleep and prostrate
before Allah 3 whilst shedding tears. Such people will be under the
shade of the Throne of Allah & on the Day of Judgement. The
Prophet 4 stated in a Hadith:
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet % said: Seven (people)

will be shaded by Allah by His Shade on the Day of Resurrection
when there will be no shade except His Shade. (They will be), a just
ruler, a young man who has been brought up in the worship of Allah,
a man who remembers Allah in seclusion and his eyes are then
flooded with tears, a man whose heart is attached to mosques (offers
his compulsory congregational prayers in the mosque), two men who
love each other for Allah's Sake, a man who is called by a charming
lady of noble birth to commit illegal sexual intercourse with her, and
he says, I am afraid of Allah, and (finally), a man who gives in
charity so secretly that his left hand does not know what his right
hand has given. !

It is often narrated in Ahadith that crying out of fear of Allah &5 saves
one from the fire of hell.

Ahadith:
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No man will enter the Fire who weeps for fear of Allah, Most High,
until the milk goes back into the udders. And the dust (of Jihad) in the
cause of Allah, and the smoke of Hell will never be combined. 2

! Sahih Bukhari: 1/159
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/506
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There is no believing slave who sheds tears, even if they are like the
head of a fly, out of fear of Allah, and they roll down his cheeks, but
Allah will forbid him to the Fire. !

74) One who returns to Allah & (Awwab)

An Awwab is a person who turns to Allah & immediately after
sinning asking for His forgiveness with sincerity. Such people are
promised Jannah:
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“And Paradise will be brought near to the righteous, not far, [It will
be said], "This is what you were promised — for every returner [to
Allah] and keeper [of His covenant]”. ?

Abdullah ibn Mas’ood, Shu’bi and Mujahid state that Awwab refers
to a person who remembers his sins in isolation and seeks Allah’s
forgiveness.

Ubaid bin Umair states that Awwab refers to a person who constantly
seeks Allah’s forgiveness in every gathering. °

75) A person who protects himself from sinning (Hafeez)

The 32" verse of Surah Qaf mentioned in the previous section
mentions Awwab and Hafeez.

e i 80 0o G 1ds s 35 AL <y

! Sunan Ibn Majah: 446
2 Surah Qaf: 31-32
3 Tafsir Qurtubi, under the interpretation of Surah Qaf, verse 32.

192
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“And Paradise will be brought near to the righteous, not far, [It will
be said], This is what you were promised — for every returner [to
Allah] and keeper [of His covenant]”. !

Awwab has already been defined previously however, a Hafeez is
also a person who will enter Jannah.

Hafeez refers to a person who protects and shields himself from
sinning. The scholars of Tafsir have differed in the meaning of
Hafeez:

1) Refers to a person who obeys the commands of Allah 35
2) Abdullah ibn Abbas (ra) says: A person who protects himself from
sinning and also seeks Allah’s forgiveness

3) A person who protects the trusts of Allah & and his rights

4) A person who is obedient, fulfills the commands of Allah & and
His Messenger and remembers his Lord at all times. >
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after performing Wudoo’.
Amongst those that will enter Jannah are the ones who recite:
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after performing Wudoo’. They will be so fortunate that all eight
doors of Jannah will be opened for them and they will be able to
choose which door to enter Jannah through. Subhan Allah!

‘Umar bin al-Khattab < narrates:
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The Messenger of Allah #& said: Whoever performs Wudu' and does
it well, then says: Ashhadu an la ilaha ill- Allah was ashhadu anna

! Surah Qaf: 31-32
2 Tafseer Khazin: 4/190
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Muhammadan 'abduhu wa rasuluh (1 bear witness that there is none
worthy of worship except Allah, and I bear witness that Muhammad
is His slave and Messenger), eight gates of Paradise will be opened
for him, and he may enter through whichever one he wishes. !

Another narration from ‘Umar bin al-Khattab «&:
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Whoever performs Wudu, making Wudu well, then says: (4shhadu
an la ilaha ill Allah, wahdahu la sharika lahu, wa ashhadu anna
Muhammadan-abduhu  wa  rasuluhu, Allahummajalni  minat
tawwabin, waj'alni minal mutatahhirin) 1 testify that none has the
right to be worshipped but Allah Alone, there are no partners for
Him. And I testify that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. O
Allah! Make me among the repentant and make me among those who
purify themselves. Then eight gates of Paradise are opened for him,
that he may enter by whichever one of them he wishes. 2

77) Reciting & Y #) ¥ with sincerity and to attain the
pleasure of Allah &%

Reciting # Y 4 ¥ with sincerity and to attain the pleasure of Allah

3% is another way a person can enter Jannah. The Prophet # stated
in a Hadith:
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Narrated Abu Huraira: I said: O Allah's Messenger #2! Who will
be the luckiest person, who will gain your intercession on the Day of
Resurrection? Allah's Messenger £ said: O Abu Huraira! I have

thought that none will ask me about it before you as I know your
longing for the (learning of) Hadiths. The luckiest person who will

! Sunan Abi Dawood: 1/26
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 1/109
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have my intercession on the Day of Resurrection will be the one who
said sincerely from the bottom of his heart "None has the right to be
worshipped but Allah. !

78) To recite Surah al-Ikhlas (4~ & s» (8) with love

The recitation of Surah al-Ikhlas with love enters a person to Jannah
as it is narrated in a Hadith:
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Anas < narrated that the Prophet #£ said: One of the Ansar used to
lead the Ansar in Salat in the Quba' mosque and it was his habit to
recite Qul Huwal-lahu Ahad whenever he wanted to recite something
in Salat. When he finished that Surah, he would recite another one
with it. He followed the same procedure in each Rak'a. His
companions discussed this with him and said: You recite this Surah
and do not consider it sufficient and then you recite another. So
would you recite it alone or leave it and recite some other. He said: |
will never leave it and if you want me to be your Imam on this
condition then it is all right; otherwise, I will leave you. They knew
that he was the best amongst them and they did not like someone else
to lead them in Salat. When the Prophet % went to them as usual,
they informed him about it. The Prophet #£ addressed him and said:
O so-and-so, what forbids you from doing what your companions
ask you to do? Why do you read this Surah particularly in every
Rak'ah ? He replied: I love this Surah. The Prophet £z said: Your love
for this Surah will make you enter Paradise. *

P

! Sahih Bukhari: 1/79
2 Sahih Bukhari: 10/169
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Hazrat ‘Aaishah (L= & ) said that the Prophet sent a man in charge
of an expedition and he would recite for his companions during their
prayer, finishing with, 1275 34 6 (Say: He is Allah, One). When they
returned, they mentioned that to the Prophet, and he told them to ask
him why he did that. They asked him and he replied: Because it is a

description of the Compassionate One, and I like to recite it. Then
the Prophet said: Tell him that Allah loves him. '

79) Being patient after the death of a young child

A person who loses a young child and is patient during this time of
grief and sorrow, will enter Jannah.

The Prophet % stated in a Hadith:
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When a man's child dies, Allah & asks His angels whether they have
taken His servant's child and they reply that they have. He then asks
whether they have taken the fruit of his heart (This is said by some
to mean either children or grandchildren, and a basis for that meaning
is found in Qur’an), and when they reply that they have, He asks
what His servant said. On their replying that he praised Allah and
said: We belong to Allah and to Him do we return, Allah says: Build
a house in Paradise for my servant and call it the house of praise. >

! Sahih Bukhari: 2/648
2 Musnad Ahmad: 32
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Another narration states:
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No pair of Muslims will lose three [of their children] by death
without Allah bringing them into Paradise by His great Mercy. He
was asked if that applied if they lost two, and said it did. He was also
asked if it applied if they lost one, and said it did. Then he said, “By
Him in whose hand my soul is, the miscarried fetus draws his mother
to Paradise by his umbilical cord when she seeks her reward for him
from Allah. !

80) Being patient after losing a Ni’mah (blessing)
from Allah 3&

Allah & has bestowed immense blessings on His servants. He
created man from nothing and gave him superiority over the rest of
His creations and created us from the nation of Rasulullah . He has
blessed us with apparent (Zahiri) and unapparent (Batini) favors as
He states in Surah Lugman:

Bt 5 5 wm (S 2y

“And amply bestowed upon you His favors, [both] apparent and

unapparent”. ?

We cannot thank Allah & enough for His endless Blessings upon us.
He says in another verse:

Abglat ¥ B i 19085 B3

“And if you should count the favor [i.e., blessings] of Allah, you

could not enumerate them”. >

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 1/333
2 Surah Lugman: 20
3 Surah Ibrahim: 34
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A faithful person is he who thanks Allah 35 constantly and does not
become ungrateful at the loss of a blessing as he is well aware that
this blessing itself was given from Allah & to begin with and now it
is He who has taken it away. A person who is patient during the loss
of a blessing is given glad tidings of Jannah, as Allah 35 says:

18) Gull * el iy iy Y5 JId Gh s £y B (8 sy 105k
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“And We will surely test you with something of fear and hunger and
a loss of wealth and lives and fruits, but give good tidings to the
patient, Who, when disaster strikes them, say, "Indeed we belong to
Allah, and indeed to Him we will return. Those are the ones upon
whom are blessings from their Lord and mercy. And it is those who
are the [rightly] guided.” !

A Hadith states:
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4 says: O Son of Adam! If you show endurance and seek your
reward from me in the first affliction, I shall be pleased with no lesser
reward than Paradise for you. 2

This Hadith indicates that it is difficult to be patient, hence, being
patient has great reward. A patient person is he who is patient during
the beginning of an affliction or calamity that befalls him, unlike the
one who is patient later, because with the passage of time, the pain
and suffering of trouble is forgotten and everyone can be patient
subsequently. It is said that in times of trouble, the wise man must
grasp immediately what the fool understands after three days.

81) Avoid begging (for money) from people
Another way to enter Jannah is to avoid spreading one’s hands in

front of others for money. Such people are guaranteed Jannah as the
Prophet %£ said:

! Surah al-Bagarah: 155-157
2 Sunan Ibn Majah: 227
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Thawban & narrated that the Messenger of Allah #& said: If anyone
guarantees me that he will not beg from people, I will guarantee him
Paradise. Thawban < said: I (will not beg). The Prophet #& said: Do
not ask anyone for anything. Ibn Majah added: Thawban < would
drop his whip while he was on his mount, and he would not say to
anyone: “Get that for me”, rather he would dismount and grab it. !
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What wealth I have; 1 will not hoard from you. Whoever has
forbearance, Allah will help him. Whoever tries to be independent,
Allah will enrich him. Whoever tries to be patient, Allah will give him
patience, and no one is given a better or vaster gift than patience. >

Condemnation of begging:

Any kind of begging is a disliked act in Islam. One should always
try to avoid asking for help from others. However, if someone is in
extreme need, it is allowed for him to do. But begging for increase
in wealth without being in extreme need for it will be humiliated in
the eyes of others in this world as well as being humiliated by Allah
35 on the Day of Judgement. The Prophet £ said in a Hadith:
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Ibn ‘Umar L« 4 2, narrated that the Prophet # said: When a man

is always begging from people, he would meet Allah (in a state) that

there would be no flesh on his face. 3
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! Sunan Ibn Majah: 347
2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/282
3 Sahih Bukhari: 1/282
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Abu Hurairah « narrated that the Prophet #& said: He who asks
others to give to him in order to increase his own wealth, is akin to
one who asks for live coals. He who wishes to have more, let him
have it and he who wishes to have less, let him have it. !

82) Kindness towards Animals

One who is kind and merciful towards animals will enter Jannah.
Animals are a great blessing of Allah & and a need for mankind. No
one can deny the importance of animals in humans’ life as Allah 35
Himself emphasises their importance by saying:
OB Gy O G Juer g 1505 038 ey paas 1005 g (K01l sl
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“And the grazing livestock He has created for you, in them is warmth
and [numerous] benefits, and from them you eat. And for you in them
is [the enjoyment of] beauty when you bring them in [for the evening]
and when you send them out [to pasture]. And they carry your loads
to a land you could not have reached except with difficulty to
yourselves. Indeed, your Lord is Kind and Merciful. And [He
created] the horses, mules and donkeys for you to ride and [as]

adornment. And He creates that which you do not know”. *

Additionally, there are approximately 200 verses in which Allah 3%
mentions animals and 6 Surahs have been named after specific
animals:

1) Surah al-Bagarah (the cow)

2) Surah al-Nahl (the bee)
Surah al-Naml (the ant)
Surah al-‘Ankaboot (the spider)
Surah al-Feel (the elephant)
Surah al-An’aam (the cattle)

!'Sahih Muslim: 1/391
2 Surah al-Nahl: 5-8
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There are over 30 different types of animals mentioned in the Qur’an
from which their importance can be gauged. The Prophetic Ahadith
also emphasise on their importance and rights. Some of these
Ahadith mention the reward for those who are kind towards animals
whilst others mention the consequences of those who are harmful
towards them.
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Abu Hurairah <« narrated that the Prophet #£ said: There was a dog

moving around a well whom thirst would have killed. Suddenly a
prostitute from the prostitutes of Bani Isra'il happened to see it and
she drew water in her shoe and made it drink, and she was pardoned
because of this. !
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet #£ said: A person suffered

from intense thirst while on a journey, when he found a well. He
climbed down into it and drank (water) and then came out and saw a
dog lolling its tongue on account of thirst and eating the moistened
earth. The person said: This dog has suffered from thirst as I had
suffered from it. He climbed down into the well, filled his shoe with
water, then caught it in his mouth until he climbed up and made the
dog drink it. So Allah appreciated this act of his and pardoned him.
Then (the Companions around him) said: Allah's Messenger, is there
for us a reward even for (serving) such animals? He said: Yes, there
is a reward for service to every living animal. >
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! Sahih Bukhari: 1/617
2 Sahih Muslim: 2/244
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Abdullah bin ‘Umar Lee & 2, narrated that the Prophet £ said: A
woman was punished on account of a cat which she held captive till
it died. Hence, she entered the Hell-Fire due to (her mistreatment of)
the cat. She did not feed it or give it water while she held it captive,
nor did she let it out so that it may eat the things that creep on the
earth. '
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Abu Hurairah <4 narrated that the Prophet #£ said: A woman got into

Hell-Fire because of a cat whom she had tied, and thus it could not
eat, and she did not let it free so that it could devour the vermin of
the earth, until it died. 2

These narrations highlight the importance of being kind towards
animals and the consequence of oppressing or causing harm to them.

83) Removing a harmful object from the road

Removing something harmful from the path may seem to be a small
act however, in the sight of Allah &5, it is indeed a great act and
hence, the reward is also great.

The Prophet #£ has indicated the reward of this great act in numerous
narrations:
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The Prophet # said: I saw a person enjoying himself in Paradise

because of the tree that he cut from the path which was a source of
inconvenience to the people. >
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! Sahih Muslim: 2/244
2 Sahih Muslim: 2/333
3 Sahih Muslim: 2/332
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The Prophet #£ said: A man never did a good deed but removed a
thorny branch from the road; it was either in the tree and someone cut
it and threw it on the road, or it was lying in it, he removed it. Allah
accepted this good deed of his and brought him into Paradise. '

Subhan Allah! A person who has no good deeds, yet he removes an
obstacle which is harmful from the road is granted Jannah.

Ayins 8 S8 056 g lall e (S35 wad darg gl 24 oy L (B

While a man walks along a path, finds a thorny twig lying on the way
and puts it aside, Allah would appreciate it and forgive him. >
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Iman has over seventy branches - or over sixty branches - the
uppermost of which is the declaration: 'None has the right to be
worshipped but Allah'; and the least of which is the removal of a
harmful object from the road, and modesty is a branch of Iman. *

Removing anything harmful from the road is indeed a great act in
Islam and its reward is Jannah. On the contrary, a person who does
anything which causes other people harm, is against the teachings of
Islam.

84) Visiting another Muslim

Visiting another Muslim for the sake of Allah & only is another deed
which will take a person to Jannah. Just as there is reward for visiting
the sick, there is also reward for merely visiting another Muslim for
the sake of Allah d&. This increases love amongst Muslims and helps
them get to know each other. This was also the practice of our
beloved Prophet # who would regularly visit his companions.

Therefore, we should also visit our Muslim brothers and sisters, but
this visit should only be for the sake of Allah d. Such people are
promised Jannah as the Prophet & states in a Hadith:

! Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/272
2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/158
3 Sahih Muslim: 1/73
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Abu Hurairah <% narrated that the Prophet #& said: Whoever visits
the sick, or visits his brother in Allah (faith), a caller calls out: 'May
you have goodness and livelihood be good, and may you dwell in an
adobe in Paradise.
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85) A person who does not lie

A person who does not tell lies will enter Jannah. Lying is a sin in
which one deceits others. Therefore, if we avoid this sin, Allah &
will grant us Jannah. It is narrated in a Hadith:
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I guarantee a house in the surroundings of Paradise for a man who
avoids quarrelling even if he were in the right, a house in the middle
of Paradise for a man who avoids lying even if he were joking, and
a house in the upper part of Paradise for a man who made his
character good. ?

Nowadays, lying has become widespread and is considered an art.
People do not understand that lying is a major sin and a liar is
humiliated and disgraced within the society. Such a person is never
respected by others.

The polytheists of Makkah, despite their polytheism and disbelief,
refrained from lying. The reason for this was not a religious one,
rather they understood that by lying, their respect and honour will
drop in the society.

A person who lies incurs the curse of Allah & upon himself as Allah
J& states in Surah Aal-‘Imran:

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/464
2 Sunan Abi Dawood: 2/318
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“And invoke the curse of Allah upon the liars [among us]." '

The curse means that such people are far from the Blessings and
Mercy of Allah d&.

Below are a few Ahadith in which the Prophet % has mentioned the

consequences of lying:
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Hasan bin Ali Lgs & ., narrated that the Prophet # said: Give up

what is doubtful to you for that which is not doubtful; for truth is
peace of mind and falsehood is doubt. 2
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Abdullah bin ‘Umar L¢e & 2, narrated that the Prophet #& said: A

man came to the Prophet #& and asked: What is the practice of the
people of Jannah? He #& replied: Speaking the truth, when a person
speaks the truth, he becomes righteous, and when he becomes
righteous, he becomes a believer, and when he becomes a believer,
he enters Jannah. The man then asked: What is the practice of the
people of hell? He # replied: Lying, when a person lies, he
transgresses, and when he transgresses, he commits Kufr and when
he commits Kufi, he enters the fire of hell. ?
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the %2 Prophet said: Disbelief and faith
cannot accumulate in the heart of a person, neither can truthfulness
and lying, and nor can betrayal and trust. *

! Surah Aal-‘Imran: 61

2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/530
3 Musnad Ahmad: 11/216
4 Musnad Ahmad: 14/251
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the % Prophet said: Being dutiful to
parents increases one’s age, and lying decreases a person’s
sustenance and Dua’ (supplication) changes destiny (Qadr). !
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Abu Hurairah « narrated that the #£ Prophet said: There are three

signs of a hypocrite: when he speaks, he tells lies; when he makes a
promise, he breaks it; and when he is entrusted, he betrays his trust.
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Abdullah « narrated that the #& Prophet said: Truth leads to piety
and piety leads to Jannah. A man persists in speaking the truth till he
is enrolled with Allah as a truthful. Falsehood leads to vice and vice
leads to the Fire (Hell), and a person persists on telling lies until he
is enrolled as a liar. *

A truthful person will always succeed. He may struggle at times
because of his truthfulness however, the end result will always be
good.

In the battle of Tabook, there were three companions who did not
participate due to reasons they had. These three were Ka’b bin Malik,
Mararah bin Rabi’ah and Hilal ibn Umayyah. They faced some
difficulties initially but due to their truthfulness, they succeeded. On
the contrary, there were hypocrites who lied and gave false excuses,
they were disgraced and exposed by Allah 3.

! Al-Targheeb wa al-Tarheeb: 1/274
2 Sahih Bukhari: 2/427
% Sahih Bukhari: 2/427
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86) Serving one’s parents

Serving one’s parents is a great deed which takes a person to Jannah
particularly, in their old age. The Prophet #£ said:
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the # Prophet said: May he be
disgraced! May he be disgraced! May he be disgraced, whose
parents, one or both, attain old age during his lifetime, and he does
not enter Jannah (by rendering being dutiful to them). !

This Hadith indicates that a person who looks after his parents and
serves them in their old age will enter Jannah. Another narration
states:
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Abdullah b. Mas'ud reported: I said: O Messenger of Allah, which of
the deeds (takes one) nearer to Paradise? He (the Holy Prophet)
replied: Prayer at its proper time, I said: What next, Messenger of
Allah? He replied: Kindness to the parents. >
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Abu Dardaa’ « narrated that the % Prophet said: A parent is the best
of the gates of Jannah; so if you wish, keep to the gate, or lose it. >

Details pertaining to the obedience of parents have been discussed
previously.

! Sahih Muslim: 2/318
2 Sahih Muslim: 1/89
3 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/454
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87) A wife who is obedient towards her husband

Wives who are obedient towards their husbands will enter Jannah.
Therefore, wives should make themselves deserving of Paradise by
obeying their husbands. Allah &5 has made entry to Jannah easy for
those wives who are obedient to their husbands.

The Prophet # stated in a Hadith:
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When a woman observes the five daily prayers, fasts during
Ramadan, preserves her chastity and obeys her husband, it will be
said to her: Enter Jannah by any of the gates you wish. !

How fortunate are those women for whom all eight doors of Jannah
will be open and they will choose to enter Jannah from whichever
door they please.

Another narration states:
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Any woman who dies when her husband is pleased with her will
enter Paradise.

There are certain actions of a woman that can ruin her life
as well as her hereafter:

- Equality

Some women claim that men and women are the same. This is
termed equality. Whilst others complain that Islam has given them
no rights. Such women are not even aware of the fact that Islam was
the first religion that gave women their due and respected rights in
every aspect.

Before the emergence of Islam, women were not given their share of
inheritance. Irrespective of who the woman was, a mother, a sister, a
daughter or a wife, they were all prevented from receiving their share
of inheritance, but it was Islam that gave women these rights.

! Musnad Ahmad: 3/199
2 Sunan Ibn Majah: 248
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Furthermore, before Islam, the testimony of women was not
accepted. It was Islam that gave women this right also.

Additionally, once a woman was married, she had to stay with her
husband forever no matter how cruel and punishing he was; divorce
was not an option for her. She would have to stay under his command
for the rest of her life. Islam gave women the right to ask for divorce
if the husband is cruel and does not fulfil her rights.

If a female were born, they would either bury her alive or make no
celebrations upon her birth. However, if a male were born, they
would celebrate and sacrifice an animal. Islam commanded Agigah
(sacrificing an animal) for females as well.

Be it known that there is a big difference between equality and
justice. For instance, a man has two sons, one is 15 years old and the
other is 5 months old. The older son eats two loafs of bread whilst
the younger one does not have the ability to eat bread at this stage,
he only eats a few spoons of cereal. Now the father says that this is
injustice, the older son eats two loafs of breads whilst the young one
only eats a few spoons of cereal and the father decides that from now
on, the older son shall eat a few spoons of cereal or the younger son
eats two loafs of bread. Hence; the two sons will be equal and there
will be no inequality. The result of this will end in a disaster. Justice
is to feed both sons based on their capacities.

From the above example, it is evident that at times, equality can bring
injustice whereas justice brings fairness and equality. Allah &5 has
established justice in the relationship between men and women. If
women begin to talk about equality, problems will occur. Some
women also claim that men have the right to give divorce and so do
we. If women were granted the right to divorce their husbands, you
will find most men divorced. Although the man only thinks about
giving divorce but will hold back because he is aware of the
seriousness of the matter.

- Failing to fulfil the husband’s desires:

Some women only care about themselves. If a man wants to fulfil his
desire with her, she should let him do so. If there is a legitimate
reason as to why she cannot fulfil his desires, she should inform him.
Women, who prevent their husbands from fulfilling their desires,

209
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create detestation in their husband’s hearts. The man will then begin
to lose love for his wife and may begin to look elsewhere. Then such
women may begin to say that their husbands do not give them
attention and do not love them. Furthermore, women who fail to
fulfil their husband’s desires are cursed by Allah 3. It is stated in a
Hadith:
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the #& Prophet said: If a man calls his

wife to bed and she refuses and in that she upsets him, the Angels
will continue to curse her until the morning.'

It is evident from this Hadith that women, who do not respect their
husband’s desires and fail to fulfil them, are cursed.

- Harming the husband:
Some women have sharp tongues, and they argue with their
husbands and they say things that hurt the husband. These women
should understand that the husband could either lead her to heaven
or drive her to hell. Those women who keep their husbands happy
will enter Paradise. Hazrat Umm Salamah has narrated that the
Prophet #£ said:
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If a woman dies while her husband was pleased with her, she will
enter Paradise.”

In another narration, the Prophet #% has stated:
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A woman should not harm her husband in this world because his wife

from the Hoor Ain (Women of Paradise) says: Do not harm him. May

Allah destroy you! Indeed he is with you temporarily and he will
soon leave you and come to us.’
! Al-Bukhari: 6/314

2 Ibn Majah: 1/582
3 Tbn Majah: 1/632
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Another narration states:
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Husain bin Muhsin narrated that his aunt went to the Prophet #£ and
asked him about a matter. The Prophet # asked: Do you have a
husband? She replied: Yes. He #& then asked: How do you treat your
husband? she replied: I don’t care about him. The Prophet #£ said:
Be good to him because he is your Paradise, or he can be your Hell.!

The husband can either be the Paradise or Hell for the wife. Those
women who upset their husbands, their acts of worship are not
accepted. Hazrat Jabir <% narrated:
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There are three people whose prayers will not be accepted by Allah,
nor do any good deed of theirs risen up to heaven: a fleeing slave
until he returns to his master and helps him, a woman whose husband
is angry with her until he is pleased with her, and a drunkard until he

becomes conscious”.’

- Disobeying the husband:

This is a very important issue. Women believe that if we always obey
the husband, he will always stay above us and keep us under his
command. Therefore, we should disobey them and go against them
in every matter. The husband will try to resist what she is doing but
eventually he will begin to hate her. This later can result in divorce.
These types of women not only ruin their lives, but their hereafters
too.

Their lives are ruined in this world through divorce. Furthermore, the
curse of Allah & will be upon them in this world and none of their
good deeds are accepted. As for their hereafter, their abode will be
hell. Most of the inhabitants of hell will be women and the chief
reason for that is that they used to disobey their husbands.

! Al-Baihagi, Shu‘b Al-Iman: 6/418
2 Al-Baihagi in Shu‘b: 6/417
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Below are a few Ahadith which state that disobeying the husband
is a huge sin which has severe consequences:
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Abdullah bin Abbas g &4 .z, narrated that the #£ Prophet said: Then
I saw the Fire - and I have never seen anything more hideous than
what I saw today - and I saw that most of its people were women.
They said: Why, Messenger of Allah? He said: Because of their
ingratitude. It was asked: Are they ungrateful to Allah? He & said:
They are ungrateful to their husbands, and they are ungrateful for
good behaviour (towards them). Even if you were to behave well to
one of them for a whole lifetime and she were to see you do

something (that she did not like) she would say that she had never
seen anything good from you.!
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Abdullah bin Abi Awfa « narrated that the #& Prophet said: When
Muaz returned from Syria, he prostrated before the Holy Prophet #2.
The Prophet & exclaimed, O Muaz! What is this? He replied: When
I went to Syria I saw the Christians prostrating before their religious
leaders and their generals. So I thought to myself that we should do
the same to you O Prophet of Allah #2. He #& said: Do not do this! If
I were to order someone to prostrate in front of anyone other than
Allah, I would order the wife to prostrate before her husband (due to
the rights he has over her). By He who holds my soul! A woman
cannot fulfil the rights of her Lord until she has fulfilled the rights
of her husband.?
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! Al-Bukhari: 9/298
2 Ibn Majah: 1/582
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Mu‘aadh < narrated that the & Prophet said: A woman cannot taste
the sweetness of faith until she fulfils the rights of her husband.'

It is evident from the above narration that if a woman disobeys and
fails to fulfil the rights of her husband, she will be deprived from the
sweetness of faith.

- Leaving the house without the permission of the husband:

Some women leave their houses without the permission of their
husbands. This is a huge sin. These types of women remain under
the wrath of Allah 3. The wise women are those who seek
permission before they leave the house. If the husband permits, she
may leave and if he prohibits her from leaving, she should not leave.

Hazrat Anas < has narrated:

Lo o2n ol e J) porg 3 U ) Jasew (3 colST, 03] ph Ly o o0 e 3L T (1
ey

Any woman, who leaves her husband’s house without his

permission, remains under the wrath of Allah & until she returns

home or until her husband is pleased with her.?
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Ibn Abbas Lge & 2, narrated that the #& Prophet said: A woman has

two abodes; the grave (which she will be placed in after her death)
and her husband (the house of the husband).’

Those women who talk about equality and claim that men and
women are equal, they also claim that if men are allowed to leave the
house at any time without seeking permission, women should also
be allowed to do the same. These types of women destroy their lives
and their hereafter. Furthermore, these women are not only disliked
by Allah 35 but they are also disliked by the Prophet #£.

It is stated in a Hadith:
S Lk £ Lgan oo 2 60U (Y ol EE A D) JB 1l Lgse Y ) Al e
Ly
! Al-Mustadrak: 4/172

2 Kanzul ‘Ummal: 6/160
3 Kanzul ‘Ummal: 6/171
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Umm Salamah ¢ & .2, narrated that the % Prophet said: Verily, I
despise the woman who leaves her house (husband’s house)
dragging her veil and complaining about her husband.'

- Demanding divorce:

The right of giving divorce is for men only. However, Allah 3 has
given the wife the right to request divorce on the condition that the
husband is not fulfilling her rights, is doing injustice to her, and is
not providing her with food and shelter. If a woman asks for divorce
without a legitimate reason, she is committing a grave sin. These
women will not only be prevented from entering Paradise, but they
will not even be able to smell the fragrance of Paradise. It is stated
in a Hadith:
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Thawban < narrated that the # Prophet said: If any woman asks her
husband for a divorce for no compelling reason, she will be deprived
of the fragrance of Paradise.’

Fights and arguments are common in husbands and wives, but this
does not mean that they get separated by divorce. They should both
try to settle their differences between themselves rather than
involving others in their personal issues because sometimes other
people make the condition between the husband and wife worse
rather than trying to help solve their problems.

It is also seen that some women have a great influence on others,
especially those who are having relationship issues. They tell those
women to leave their husbands and tell them that they will find other
men more suitable for them. Consequently, the wife begins to
demand divorce and if the husband refuses to divorce her, she asks
for ‘Khula’ (the separation of the wife in return for a payment) and
those women who ask for ‘Khula’ are considered as hypocrites.
The Prophet # has stated:

ol e ol o)
Verily, those women who ask for Khula’ are hypocrites.3

' Majma*‘ Al-Zawaid: 4/316
2 Abu Dawiid: 1/303
* Al-Targheeb wa Al-Tarheeb: 667
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88) Reciting the following Dua’ upon entering the
markets:
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A person who recites the following Dua’ when entering the markets
will enter Jannah:
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A Hadith states:
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‘Umar «enarrated that the Prophet # said: Whoever enters the

marketplace and says: There is none worthy of worship except
Allah, Alone, without partner, to Him belongs the dominion, and to
Him is all the praise, He gives life and causes death, He is Living
and does not die, in His Hand is the good, and He has power over all
things, (Lda ilaha ill Allah, wahdahu la sharika lahu, lahul-mulku wa
lahul-hamdu, yuhyt wa yumitu, wa huwa hayyun la yamiitu,
biyadihil-khairu, wa huwa “alda kulli shay’in qadir)’ Allah shall
record a million good deeds for him, wipe a million evil deeds away
from him, raise a million ranks for him, and a house for him will be
built in Jannah. !

There are disputes amongst scholars on the authenticity of this
Hadith however, Hakim states in his Mustadrak:

el s e e bl M
“This is a strong chain of narration and fulfills the conditions of the
two Sheikhs”.

Nonetheless, narrations can be used to explain virtues.

! Mustadrak Hakim: 1/721
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89) A person who stays away from idle talk

‘Laghw’ refers to evil vain talk, dirty, false, falsehood, nonsensical,
meaningless and anything forbidden by Allah 3. It refers to
anything which serves no purpose or goal in a Muslim’s life. It also
includes all types of sins. People who refrain from Laghw are
promised Jannah in Surah al-Mu’minoon:

S I o 4 ol
"And they who turn away from ill speech”.

After describing a few more attributes of the believers, Allah &
informs them of their reward:
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"Those are the inheritors. Who will inherit al-Firdaus (the highest

level of Jannah). They will abide therein eternally”. ’

90) A practicing scholar

Among those who will go to Jannah are the fortunate scholars who
act according to knowledge. Gaining knowledge alone is not enough,
knowledge with implementation is required. The Holy Qur’an
praises such scholars, and they will be forgiven on the Day of
Judgement.
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Tha‘labah bin al-Hakim <« narrated that the Prophet #£ said: Allah
3 will say to the scholars on the Day of Judgement: I gave you my

knowledge and wisdom so that I may forgive you for all your sins
and I do not mind. *

! Surah al-Mu’minoon: 3
2 Surah al-Mu’minoon: 10-11
3 Tafsir ibn Kathir: 6/550
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Allah g created the jinn and humans in this universe and sent down
a series of prophets and messengers to guide them. This series of
arrival of the Messengers was terminated by the revelation of the last
Prophet Muhammad #. So the Almighty prepared a group of
scholars to carry out the mission of the prophets.

Scholars are, in a real sense, the foremost responsible for the
reformation of society and Allah & has placed the responsibility of
guiding the people upon their shoulders. The duty of explaining and
interpreting the Qur’an and Sunnah, inviting (Da 'wah) and guiding
has been imposed upon them. These are the people who truly fear
Allah 35 as He Himself states in the Qur’an:
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“Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have
knowledge (i.e. scholars of knowledge)”. !

Allah & also states:
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“Say: Are those who know equal to those who do not know? .

Allah 35 helps acquire the knowledge of Shari'ah to whom He
intends good for. *

A scholar who imparts his knowledge to others, will continue to

receive his reward even after his death. The Prophet # stated in a
Hadith:
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Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet & said: When a man dies,
his deeds come to an end, except for three: A continuous charity,

knowledge by which people derive benefit, and a pious son who
prays for him. 4

! Surah Fatir: 28

2 Surah al-Zumar: 9

3 Sahih Muslim: 1/390
4 Sahih Muslim: 2/51
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The scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets:

Knowledge is indeed a great blessing. Islam has given a great status
to knowledge because without knowledge, it would be impossible
for mankind to progress and succeed. This is the chief reason as to
why Allah & gave immense knowledge to all the Prophets He sent.
All the Prophets sent to their nations were the most knowledgeable
of people and Allah 3% had entrusted to them the duty of preaching
and advising His religion.

With the death of the Holy Prophets, Allah & does not remove the
knowledge of religion and Shari'ah rather, the Prophets imparted this
great blessing of knowledge to certain chosen people before their
deaths. These are the true scholars who are responsible for carrying
on the message and teachings of the Prophets. The difference
between Prophets and scholars is that scholars are not innocent and
nor can they receive any revelation.

Abu al-Dardaa’ narrates:
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He who follows a path in quest of knowledge, Allah will make the
path of Jannah easy to him. The angels lower their wings over the
seeker of knowledge, being pleased with what he does. The
inhabitants of the heavens and the earth and even the fish in the depth
of the oceans seek forgiveness for him. The superiority of the learned
man over the devout worshipper is like that of the full moon to the
rest of the stars (i.e., in brightness). The learned are the heirs of the
Prophets who bequeath neither dinar nor dirham but only that of
knowledge; and he who acquires it, has in fact acquired an abundant
portion. !

! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/554
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The status of a scholar is higher than the status of a worshipper:

Abu Umamah al-Bahali < narrates:
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Abu Umama al-Bahili & said that: Two men, one learned and the
other devout, were mentioned to the Prophet of Allah #& , who then
said: The superiority of the learned man over the devout man is like
mine over the most contemptible among you, adding, Allah, His
angels, the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth, even the ant in
its hole and even the fish invoke blessings on him who teaches men
what is good. !

The value of knowledge and scholars:
Allah 35 states in Surah al-Mujadilah:
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“Allah will raise those who have believed among you and those who
were given knowledge, by degrees. And Allah is Aware of what you
do”.?

91) Praising Allah during happiness and grief

Amongst the people of Jannah will be those who praise Allah &

at all times. In happiness and prosperity, people generally praise
Allah 35 but the real test is to praise Allah & during calamities and
trials. Such people will be invited to enter Jannah first:
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! Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/554
2 Surah al-Mujadilah: 11
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Ibn Abbas L & >, narrated that the Prophet %€ said: The first

people to be called to Jannah will be those who praised Allah 3%
during hardship and ease. !
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Imran bin Husain < narrated that the Prophet #& said: On the Day of

Judgement, the best of Allah’s servants will be those who used to
praise Him in abundance. *

92) Being amongst the Mugarrabeen (those who are
close to Allah )

Mugarrabeen are those people who not only fulfill all obligatory acts
but also perform Nawafil (voluntary) deeds to get closer to Allah .
They refrain from all Makrooh (disliked) and Haraam (prohibited)
acts and perform all Waajib (compulsory) and Mustahab (preferred)
acts. Allah &5 says in a Hadith Qudsi:
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And My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through performing

Nawafil (prayer or doing extra deeds besides what is obligatory) till
I love him. ?

Their reward will be Jannah as Allah & mentions in Surah al-
Wagqi‘ah:
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“And if he [i.e., the deceased] was of those brought near [to Allah],

Then [for him is] rest and bounty and a garden of pleasure”. *

o Sl § Osh Ll
“Those are the ones brought near [to Allah]. In the Gardens of
Pleasure”.

! Al-Mustadrak: 1/681

2 Al-Tabarani: 18/124

3 Sahih Bukhari: 2/490

4 Surah al-Wagqji’ah: 88-89
5 Surah al-Wagqi’ah: 11-12
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93) Loving others for the sake of Allah &

A high level in Jannah is prepared for those who love one another
for the sake of Allah &&. A Hadith states:
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Abu Sa‘eed < narrated that the Prophet #£ said: Indeed those who
love each other for the sake of Allah & will see their rooms in
Jannah like they see the ascending eastern star, or the western star.
It will be said: Who are these people? It will be replied: These are
the people who loved each other for the sake of Allah 5. !

94) Being kind to one’s neighbors

A person who treats his neighbor well will be amongst the
inhabitants of Jannah as the Prophet & said:
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It was narrated that Abu Hurairah «: A man said: O Messenger of
Allah! So and so (a woman) — and he spoke of how much she prayed
and fasted and gave charity — but she annoys her neighbours with her
(sharp) tongue. He said: She will be in Hell. He said: O Messenger
of Allah! So and so (another woman) and he spoke of how little she
fasted and gave charity and prayed but she gives cheese in charity
and she does not annoy her neighbours with her (sharp) tongue. He
said: She will be in Paradise. 2

! Musnad Ahmad: 18/345
2 Musnad Ahmad: 15/421-422
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Rights of the neighbours:
Islam has given certain rights to neighbours. Allah 35 says:
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“Worship Allah and associate nothing with Him, and to parents do
good, and to relatives, orphans, the needy, the near neighbour, the
neighbour farther away, the companion at your side, the traveller,
and those whom your right hands possess. Indeed, Allah does not
like those who are self-deluding and boastful . !

A neighbour has rights irrespective of whether the neighbour is a
relative or not, Muslim or Kafir, righteous or a transgressor, a friend
or an enemy, treats you well or treats you badly, or is known to you
or a complete stranger. One must fulfill the rights of the neighbour
at all costs.

Below are a few Ahadith that show the importance of being kind
to one’s neighbours and fulfilling their rights:
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Narrated ‘Aaishah &= 41 2 that I said: O Allah's Messenger #2! 1

have two neighbours! To whom shall I send my gifts? He said: To
the one whose gate is nearer to you. >
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Ibn Umar reported Allah's Messenger # as saying: Jibreel =&

impressed upon me (the kind treatment) towards the neighbor (so

much) that I thought as if he would soon confer upon him the (right)

of inheritance. *
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Abu Shuraih « narrated that the Prophet #& said: By Allah, he is not
a believer! By Allah, he is not a believer! By Allah, he is not a

! Surah al-Nisaa’: 36
2 Sahih Bukhari: 1/398
3 Sahih Bukhari: 2/415
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believer. It was asked: Who is that O Messenger of Allah? He said:
One whose neighbor does not feel safe from his evil. !

The importance of being good to one’s neighbors is evident from the
above Hadith. The Prophet # swore by Allah 3 to emphasize the
importance of being kind to the neighbors. This in itself is sufficient
for a true believer to understand the seriousness of the

matter.

95) Memorizing the Holy Qur’an

A person who memorizes the Holy Qur’an will enter Jannah.
Abdullah ibn ‘Umar narrates that the Prophet %2 said:
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Abdullah bin ‘Umar L= & 2, narrated that the Prophet i said: The

one who was devoted to the Qur’an will be told to recite, ascend and
recite carefully as he recited carefully when he was in the world, for
he will reach his abode when he comes to the last verse he recites.
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Hazrat ‘Aaishah = & _», narrated that the Prophet % said: The

parable of a person who recites the Qur’an and masters it by heart,
will be with the noble righteous Angels (in Heaven). *
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Abu Umamah % said: Memorize the Qur’an, for indeed Allah &
will not punish a person whose heart is filled with the Qur’an”. *

! Sahih Bukhari: 2/415

2 Musnad Ahmad: 11/404

* Sahih Bukhari: 2/239

4 Sharh al-Sunnah li al-Baghawi: 4/437
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96) To recite Sayyidul Istighfar day and night

Those who make Istighfar (seek Allah’s forgiveness) in abundance
will enter Jannah particularly those who recite Jlaxiuwy) s, Shaddad
bin Aws narrates that the Prophet #£ said:
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Shaddad bin Aws <% narrated that the Prophet % said: The best
supplication for seeking forgiveness (Syed-ul- Istighfar) is to say:
Alladhumma Anta Rabbi, la ilaha illa Anta, khalagtani wa ana
‘abduka, wa ana 'ala 'ahdika wa wa'dika mastata'tu, a'udhu bika min
sharri ma sana'tu, abu'u laka bini'matika 'alayya, wa abu'u bidhanbi
faghfir li, fa innahu la yaghfirudh-dhunuba illa Anta. (O Allah! You
are my Rubb. There is no true God except You. You have created
me, and I am Your slave, and I hold to Your Covenant as far as I can.
I seek refuge in You from the evil of what I have done. I
acknowledge the favours that You have bestowed upon me, and I
confess my sins. Pardon me, for none but You has the power to
pardon).' He who supplicates in these terms during the day with firm
belief in it and dies on the same day (before the evening), he will be
one of the dwellers of Jannah; and if anyone supplicates in these
terms during the night with firm belief in it and dies before the
morning, he will be one of the dwellers of Jannah. !

The virtues of Istighfar have been discussed previously.

! Sahih Bukhari: 2/459
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97) To recite av Y153 Y5 J3=3 abundantly

;mg Y1335 935 J3Y is a treasure from the treasures of Jannah. Below are

a few Ahadith that highlight the importance of this powerful phrase:
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Abu Musa « narrated that we were with the Prophet #& said while
travelling and he said: O "Abdullah bin Qais! Say: Laa hawla wa laa
quwwata illaa billah, for it is one of the treasures of Paradise. Or he
said: Shall I tell you a word which is one of the treasures of Paradise?
Itis: Laa hawla wa laa quwwata illaa billah. (There is no might nor
strength except by Allah). '
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Qais bin Sa'd bin "Ubadah narrated: that his father offered him to the
Prophet #£ to serve him. He said: So the Prophet % passed by me,
and I had just performed Salat, so he poked me with his foot and said:
Should I not direct you to a gate from the gates of Paradise? I said:
Of course. He #& said: There is no might or power except with Allah
(La hawla wa la quwwata illa billah).*
By )8 % 03 9 938 o T s 4 OB 58 gl S 9B e il 3 s 32 3
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It was narrated that Hazim bin Harmalah said: I passed by the
Prophet # and he said to me: O Hazim, say often: La hawla wa la

quwwata illa billah (there is no power and no strength except with
Allah), for it is one of the treasures of Paradise. *

From the above narrations, it is evident that &4 Y & 95 J3= Y is a
treasure of Jannah as this phrase carries a precious meaning in which
man confesses to the superiority of Allah & over everything else as

well as man’s helplessness without the Almighty. Hence, this short
yet powerful phrase should be recited as often as one can.

! Sahih Bukhari: 2/475
2 Sunan Tirmidhi: 2/658
3 Sunan Ibn Majah: 407
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98) Repeating the words of the Adhaan with sincerity

A person who repeats the words of the Adhaan with sincerity will
enter Jannah. The Prophet %2 said:
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‘Umar b. al-khattab reported the Messenger of Allah # as saying:
When the MU’ADHDHIN says: Allah is most great, Allah is most
great, and one of you says in response: Allah is most great, Allah is
most great; then says: I testify that there is no god but Allah, and he
says in response: | testify that there is no god but Allah, then say: I
testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and he makes the
response: | testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, then
says: Come to prayer, and he makes the response: There is no might
and no power except in Allah: then says: Allah is most great, Allah
is most great, and he makes the response: Allah is most great, then
says: There is no god but Allah, if he says this from his heart, he will
enter Paradise. '

99) Being patient during illness

Being patient during sickness will take a person to Jannah. It is
narrated in a Hadith:
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‘Ata’ b. Abu Rabah said Ibn ‘Abbas asked whether he would like
him to show him a woman who would go to Paradise. When he

! Sahih Muslim: 1/202-203
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replied that he certainly would, he said: This black woman came to
the Prophet and said: Messenger of Allah! I am subject to fits and
become uncovered, so make supplication to Allah for me. He replied:
If you wish you may endure it and be rewarded with Paradise, but if
you wish I shall make supplication to Allah to cure you. She said: I
shall endure it. Then she added: But since I become uncovered, make
supplication to Allah that that may not happen. He then made
supplication for her.!
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Allah, the Glorious and Exalted said: When I afflict my slave in
his two dear things (i.e., his eyes), and he endures patiently, I shall
compensate him for them with Jannah. >

A person should never ask for sickness, however if he falls ill, he
should remain patient and because of his patience, Allah J5 will
reward him with the greatest of rewards which is Jannah.

100) Performing every deed purely for the sake of
Allah &

Ikhlaas (sincerity) in every deed is of utmost importance. There are
multiple definitions of Ikhlaas given by scholars:

1) Knowing the sole purpose of obedience to Allah & is called
sincerity

2) Ikhlaas is to perform all deeds (apparent and hidden) equally with
the intention to please Allah & and to refrain from showing off to
others

3) "logls el Lals" means to purify and cleanse. It is also said: aols"
"lad2 i.e. he was saved from him. And Zkhlaas in obedience refers to
abstaining from showing off to others.

! Sahih Bukhari: 2/362
2 Sahih Bukhari: 2/363
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The sincerity in the life of a Muslim is that he uses his words, his
deeds and all his actions and teachings for the sake of Allah &5 only.

Allah 35 states:

Gl A el d w0

“So worship Allah “alone’, being sincerely devoted to Him.” '

Another verses states:
5 5 2 1 do i wrg (as

“And there are those who would dedicate their lives to Allah’s

pleasure.”?

Allah & also says:

A S s Ak g o8 S g

“We feed you only for the sake of Allah, seeking neither reward nor

thanks from you”’

The Prophet # also stated in a Hadith:

¢ o) g i s AHH 3 Cald A ) ) V206 a2 A

Zaid bin Argam < narrated that the Prophet #& said: Whoever recites
414 Y (there is no God but Allah) with sincerity will enter Jannah.

It was asked: What is (the sign) of its sincerity? He #& replied: When
it prevents you from the prohibition of Allah 5. *

! Surah al-Zumar: 2

2 Surah al-: 9

3 Surah al-Bagarah: 207

4 Al-Mu’jam al-Waseet: 1/249, Mukhtar al-Saheeh: 77
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Below are a few things which must be carried out with sincerity:
1) Sincerity in Tawheed

2) Sincerity in our intentions

3) Sincerity in Salaah

4) Sincerity in fasting

5) Sincerity in praying during the nights of Ramadan

6) Sincerity in coming to the Mosques

7) Sincerity in listening to the Adhaan

8) Sincerity in giving Zakaat

9) Sincerity in giving charity

10) Sincerity whilst performing Hajj

11) Sincerity in fighting/striving in the path of Allah &&
12) Sincerity in repentance

13) Sincerity in seeking forgiveness

14) Sincerity while performing Dhikr

15) Sincerity in speaking the truth

16) Sincerity in being patient

17) Sincerity in putting trust in Allah &

18) Sincerity in loving another Muslim

19) Sincerity in visiting another Muslim

20) Sincerity in obeying the parents

21) Sincerity in staying away from prohibitions
22) Sincerity in Zuhd and Tagwaa

23) Sincerity in submission and humility

24) Sincerity in building a Mosque
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25) Sincerity while attending a Janazah (funeral)
26) Sincerity while feeding the poor
27) Sincerity while making Dua’

There are numerous other acts that require sincerity. In fact, every
deed we do should be to please Allah & and in return of our
sincerity, Allah 3 will grant us Jannah.

mom ) {0*.}10} mom ) {*.}ib} mom )
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By the grace and blessings of Allah &5, 100 deeds have been
collected in this book that will take a person to Jannah.

May Allah & make this book beneficial for us and enable us to
implement these deeds in our lives.

This book concludes with sincerity and in hope that Allah 35
grants me the ability to be sincere in all acts and to attain His
pleasure.

May Allah & make this little effort a Sadaqah Jariyah for me,
my parents, my son Hafiz Ikramullah Ahmed, who translated
this book from Urdu to English, and my entire family.

May Allah 35 unite us all in Jannah. (Ameen).
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